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Panel explores link
between sex assault,
PTSD and suicide
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BREAKING
OUT THE
BIG GUNS

Rolled-up sleeves are
making a comeback

in the Marine Corps

Page 10

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A fellow
Marine drugged and raped him
but served no prison time after
conviction because the court ad-
mired the assailant’s 23 years of
service, a military sexual assault
victim told a Senate committee on
Wednesday.

Then it got worse, former Lance
Cpl. Jeremiah Arbogast told leg-
islators. He was ostracized at his

d and medically retired

| honestly felt like it
would be just one more
person for me to bare
my soul to for no avail.”

airman who is a victim
sexual assault

nowhere to turn except suicide.

“I was thrown away like a piece
of garbage,” Arbogast testified. “I
felt my death would spare my wife,

in 2006 as a result of mental
health problems stemming from
the attack. Then he was pushed
by the Department of Veterans
Affairs toward counseling groups
full of men damaged by combat
trauma.

Among that group, he was afraid
to open up about being raped
by another man. Suffering from
crushing depression and post-trau-
matic stress, Arbogast felt he had

AF program
in military’s
By Nancy MONTGOMERY
Stars and Stripes

After she was raped, she had
to describe the attack time after
humiliating time in interviews
— with investigators, prosecu-
tors, victim advocates and defense
attorneys.

Authorities seized her cellphone
and were combing through her
life, making inquiries about her
mental health records and asking
about her sexual history. Investi-
gators were contacting her friends
and associates.

No one was telling her anything
about the status of the case.

It's not an unusual scenario
for sexual assault victims in the
military. So when one young air-
man who'd undergone similar
treatment and was beginning to
despair was told that she could be

and myself the dishonor
the rape brought upon us.”

A self-inflicted gunshot wound
left him a paralyzed below the
waist. But today, Arbogast has a
will to live and is determined to
get the word out about how mili-
tary sexual assault — reports of
which have been rising sharply in
recent years — affects the health
and welfare of veterans.

SEE LINK ON PAGE 9

a bright spot
assault fight

provided with a lawyer to repre-
sent her — not the Air Force, not
the command, just her —in a pro-
gram called the Special Victims’
Counsel, she was skeptical.

“I honestly felt like it would
be just one more person for me
to bare my soul to for no avail,”
the airman later wrote in a letter
to the SVC. But that’s not what
happened.

In a military justice system de-
signed to promote good order and
discipline, with few concerns about
victims’ rights, her SVC asked her
what she wanted. He advised the
airman, who is not named accord-
ing to Stars and Stripes policy and
whose identification was in any
case redacted in her letter, pro-
vided by the Air Force.

He guided and fought for her.

SEE FIGHT ON PAGE 8
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OF THE DAY

“We can turn the
breakfast conversation
into a two-horse race.”
— Taco Bell President Brian Niccol,

on the fast food chain’s entry into the
breakfast market, noting that

Taco Bell intends to be a “strong
No. 2" after McDonald’s

See story on Page 18
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Stalled Afghan deal concerns Dempsey

By Lovita C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan —
America’s top military officer said Wednesday
that the impasse over a security agreement
between the U.S. and Afghanistan is encour-
aging the enemy to take bold actions and could
lead some Afghan forces to cooperate with the
Taliban to “hedge their bets.”

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, met with his com-
manders in Afghanistan to assess conditions
and reassure them that they should focus on
the considerable work they have to do this
year and not worry about next year.

Dempsey told The Associated Press in an
interview that President Barack Obama’s
order Tuesday to begin actively planning for
a total withdrawal was making Afghan mili-
tary leaders anxious and eating away at their
troops’ confidence.

Frustrated with Afghan counterpart Hamid
Karzai, Obama ordered the Pentagon to accel-
erate planning for a full U.S. troop withdrawal
from Afghanistan by the end of this year. But
Obama is also holding out hope that Afghani-
stan’s next president, to be elected this spring,
may eventually sign a stalled security agree-

‘There are parts of the country where ... there will
... be some accommodations between the Afghan
security forces and the Taliban. | think a delay in
the (security agreement) might accelerate those
kind of accommodations. 7

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

ment that could prevent the U.S. from having
to take that step.

Obama spoke Tuesday with Karzai, the
first direct conversation between the two
presidents since last June. Karzai has refused
to sign the pact.

The impasse is having an effect, Dempsey
said.

“It is having an effect on the enemy and
in some ways I think encourages them, and
intelligence supports that,” Dempsey told
reporters. And, he said, the uncertainty of a
continued U.S. presence in Afghanistan may
encourage Afghan security forces in some
parts of the country to “hedge their bets.”

“There are parts of the country where it
seems to be, there will — with some likeli-
hood ... be some accommodations between

the Afghan security forces and the Taliban,”
said Dempsey. “I think a delay in the (security
agreement) might accelerate those kind of ac-
commodations. I don’t think it will be wide-
spread by the way, but we do have to be alert
to that possibility.”

He also said expects that the Taliban will
become more aggressive during the coming
summer fighting season.

For Dempsey, Obama’s announcement trig-
gered a day of meetings with his commanders
and with hundreds of troops in this eastern
Afghanistan base in the shadow of the vola-
tile Pakistan border region to explain what it
all means. And he emphasized to them that is
does not mean that a zero U.S. force is now a
foregone conclusion.

McCain holds up defense nominations over LCS dispute

BY ERIK SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes

Sen. John McCain plans to
block the nomination of Robert
Work to deputy secretary of de-
fense, a decision he announced
after clashing with Work over the
Navy’s newest coastal ship during
a confirmation hearing Tuesday
in Washington.

The Arizona Republican said
he also would block Christine
‘Wormuth, the Obama administra-
tion’s nomination for undersecre-
tary of defense for policy, after
expressing dissatisfaction with
her remarks about al-Qaida.

Correction

A Feb. 26 story about
the commander of the USS
Taylor being relieved after
the frigate ran aground
i d the name of the

ship’s interim command-
ing officer. He is Cmdr.
Chris Cigna.

troy.edu

Until last year, McCain’s op-
position likely would have spelled
the end for the nominations. How-
ever, Senate rules passed by the
Democratic majority last year,
dubbed the “nuclear option,” allow
the majority to end filibusters on
most presidential nominees.

McCain, a critic of the Navy’s
littoral combat ship program,
asked Work if he agreed with De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel’s
announcement Monday to cut the
planned buy of LCSs from 52 — a
buy that would have made about
one in every six Navy vessels an
LCS —down to 32.

Work briefly outlined Hagel’s
order, which calls for the Navy
to consider modifications to the
LCS, purchase a different small-
sized combatant ship or design a
new ship entirely.

The LCS has been criticized
for its low levels of armament and
survivability, compared to some
of the ships it replaces. LCS sup-
porters say the ship’s top speed of
around 50 mph and shallow draft
allow the Navy to patrol waters
it can’t access very well at the
present.

While serving as Navy under-

secretary, Work championed the
LCS, even after its initial price
went from $220 million to more
than $450 million on average.

Work then began to say that
modifications to programs were
“very normal with Navy ship-
building” when McCain cut him
ff.

“You think it's normal?” Mc-
Cain asked. “You think it’s normal
that the cost overruns associated
with this ship, the fact that we
don’t even know what the mission
is, that there’s been this whole
idea of moving different modules
off and on, you disagree with the
General Accountability Office
statement and the cost overruns?
This is normal, Mr. Work?”

McCain later said that he was
stunned that Work hadn’t read a
GAO report on the ship program.

McCain added that objective
observers of the program agreed
that it “has not been anywhere
near what it was presented to
Congress by funding.”

“This, again, makes me wonder
about your qualifications because
the one thing we are plagued with
is significant cost overruns and
lack of capability,” he said.

McCain’s grilling of Wormuth
grew testy when he repeatedly
asked her an “either-or” question:
“Is the threat of al-Qaida reced-
ing or growing?”

“Senator, I would describe it
as a persistent threat,” Wormuth
replied.

“So you won’t answer the ques-
tion, is that it? It’s a simple ques-
tion,” McCain responded.

McCain later told reporters that
the nominees’ responses were
“not only naive but nonsensical,”
according to media reports. He
conceded that the Senate’s new
rules made it unlikely that the
pair wouldn’t be confirmed, but
that he planned on bringing up
the nomination holds on the Sen-
ate floor anyway.

Work is a retired Marine colo-
nel and former think tank analyst
whose nomination was generally
considered uncontroversial until
the committee hearing, accord-
ing to several reports.

Wormuth was appointed the
deputy undersecretary of defense
for strategy, plans and force de-
velopment in 2012.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter: @eslavin_stripes
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NATO plans

for early
Afghan exit

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — NATO de-
fense ministers will discuss plans for a
complete withdrawal from Afghanistan
by the end of 2014 should Afghanistan and
the U.S. fail to reach agreement on a key
long-term security deal, the alliance’s top
official said Wednesday.

“This is not our preferred outcome. But
these are the facts — facts that we need to
take into account in our planning,” NATO
Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen said at the start of a two-day ministe-
rial meeting in Brussels.

Rasmussen’s comments echoed those of
President Barack Obama, who on Tuesday
informed Afghan President Hamid Karzai
by phone about U.S. plans for a possible
exit at the end of the year.

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said
the Pentagon would “move ahead with ad-
ditional contingency planning to ensure
adequate plans are in place to accomplish
an orderly withdrawal by the end of the
year should the United States not keep any

troops in Afghan-

£ . istan after 2014.”
If there is The US. and
Karzai have been

no agreement at odds over a se-
[between curity deal that
.S. is required to en-

the U S and sure the presence
Afghanistan], o » small, re-
there will sidual force once
the U.S.-led co-

be no N_ATO alition withdraws
troops in its combat troops
= from Afghani-
Afghanistan stan later this
after 2014.7  year. Planning for
the future mis-

A;de::“zzg: sion, which would

focus on training

NATO secretary-general Afghan forces
and hunting down

al-Qaida r , has been compli d

by Karzai’s refusal to sign a security deal.

Without a Bilateral Security Agreement
between Kabul and Washington, NATO
would have no choice but to follow the U.S.
out of Afghanistan, Rasmussen said.

“If the Bilateral Security Agreement be-
tween the United States and Afghanistan is
not signed, there will be no NATO Status of
Forces Agreement with Afghanistan. And
if there is no agreement, there will be no
NATO troops in Afghanistan after 2014,”
Rasmussen said.

The U.S. and NATO have not set a dead-
line for reaching a security agreement that
would grant international troops immunity
from the Afghan judicial system. But con-
tinued delays in concluding the accord will
increase the chances of a full pull out, ac-
cording to U.S. officials.

In 2011, Baghdad’s refusal to grant simi-
lar immunity to U.S. troops scuttled talks
with Washington, leading to a complete
withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq.

With Karzai unlikely to sign the agree-
ment, NATO and the U.S. must now wait until
April when Afghanistan holds its elections.

“It appears that President Karzai is not
ready tosign asecurity agreement,” Rasmus-
sen said. “We’re ready to engage with a new
president after the presidential elections.”

vandiver.john@stripes.com

SaraH MatTison/Courtesy of the U.S. Air National

Army Staff Sgt. Bradley Cormier, a supply sergeant with the Army Mountain Warfare School inventories newly received Army
Mountaineering Kits at the Ethan Allen Firing Range in Jericho, Vt., on Feb. 19.

Soldiers getting new mountain climbing gear

By SETH RoBsoN
Stars and Stripes

The Army this week started handing out
more than $11 million in new mountain-
climbing gear to U.S. troops, who count on
the equipment to move across rough ter-
rain in places such as Afghanistan.

For years, the Army’s inventory of
climbing equipment has focused on util-
ity, meaning soldiers were equipped with
items such as carabineers that were plenty
strong, but also plenty heavy.

Since 2007, however, engineers at the
Project Executive Office Soldier program
have been testing equipment used by
sport climbers with a view to upgrading
the combat gear. As a result, soldiers will
now be traversing cliffs and crags with the
same ropes, harnesses, carabineers, cram-
pons, ice axes, avalanche transceivers and
rock anchors used by mountain climbers
throughout the world.

The only difference is that the Army’s
new equipment — which includes brands
such as Black Diamond, Misty Mountain
and Pelican, to name a few — comes in
more subdued color schemes.

Product Manager Soldier Clothing and
Individual Equipment engineer Darren
Bean, a former mountain warfare instruc-
tor and recreational climber, helped select
the new gear, which is certified by the In-

ternational Climbing and Mountaineering
Federation.

“It is my job to keep abreast of what is
out there in the mountaineering world,”
Bean said. “We tested every item out there
to get to this point.”

Mountaineering skills are used regular-
ly by troops in Afghanistan to move across
rough terrain, deliver supplies and set up
observation posts. Personnel have used
climbing skills to search wells, tunnels
and caves for hidden weapons caches and
to disarm bombs placed on highway over-
passes, Bean said.

The new gear was fielded last week at
the Army Mountain Warfare School in
Vermont, which trains 600 to 700 person-
nel each year.

“Increased mobility in mountainous
regions is definitely a combat multiplier,”
said 1st Sgt. Nate Chipman, an instructor
at the school.

The gear is divided into kits that allow
infantry platoons to climb in urban terrain
and over rock, snow and ice. There’s also a
kit for Special Forces troops with advanced
mountaineering skills.

Chipman said he’s used ropes, haul-
ing systems and techniques taught at the
Mountain Warfare School to move equip-
ment in high terrain and through snow in
Afghanistan.

On one patrol, he helped hoist an injured

soldier off a ridge at 10,000 feet, he said.

“This gear has been used time and again
overseas to get the job done,” he said.

The climbing gear allows the Army to
move personnel, equipment and supplies
without helicopters, which can be ground-
ed by weather or might alert the enemy to
an operation, according to officials.

The Mountain Warfare School’s com-
mander, Lt. Col. John Guyette, said the
new gear was developed as a response to
the challenges faced by troops making do
with older equipment in combat zones.

The new equipment will help troops
move casualties in rough terrain, Guyette
said, noting that the school developed a
rough terrain evacuation course after a
soldier bled to death in a ravine because a
helicopter couldn’t reach his position.

About 80 percent of the newly issued
items are also contained in the Marine
Corps’ Assault Climber Kit, so soldiers
and Marines will be able to work together
if they find themselves climbing the same
slope in a war zone.

The gear will be sent to mountain war-
fare training centers in Colorado, Alaska,
Vermont and Georgia first, but starting
next month, active-duty brigade combat
teams and National Guard units will also
get the new equipment.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @sethrobsonl

US quietly whittles down detainees in Afghanistan

By ApaM GOLDMAN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The United States has
quietly begun to whittle down the popula-
tion of detainees it holds at a military prison
in Afghanistan, but it is struggling over
what to do with less than a dozen of these
non-Afghan nationals who are regarded as
particularly dangerous, U.S. officials said.

This small group of foreign detainees has
vexed U.S. officials for years, but the issue
hasbecome more pressing as a full U.S. com-
bat withdrawal from Afghanistan looms.

The Afghan authorities have said they
will not continue to hold any foreign detain-

ees. The inmates’ home countries either
do not want them or cannot provide secu-
rity guarantees about their future behavior
that satisfy the United States. And bringing
some of them to the United States for trial
in a military commission, an option being
considered by the Obama administration,
could run into political opposition or may be
stymied by a lack of court-ready evidence.
Two detainees from Saudi Arabia were
repatriated this month. In November, a Pal-
estinian was sent to a country in the Mid-
dle East that officials did not identify. Two
other detainees, thought to be Pakistani,
were recently determined to be Afghans
and turned over to President Hamid Kar-

zai’s government, the officials said.

The transfers bring the number of foreign
detainees at the Parwan Detention Facility
near Bagram Air Field to 49, down from 54
in November.

U.S. officials expect to continue repatri-
ating or resettling detainees, but they said
there are no easy options for a subset of in-
mates suspected of serious war crimes or
regarded as a continuing terrorist threat.

The Justice Department and the Pen-
tagon were supposed to make recommen-
dations this month on which detainees to
prosecute. Officials said the number of
people being looked at for prosecution is in
the single digits.
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Report: N.

By AsHLEY RowLAND
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea’s continued desire to push
the military and diplomatic enve-
lope has only helped to strengthen
ties between the U.S. and South
Korea, a new congressional report
says.

Just last week, a North Ko-
rean boat crossed the disputed
maritime boundary known as the
Northern Limit Line. According
to the Congressional Research
Service, these types of provoca-
tions — which include a third
nuclear test in February 2013, and
the withdrawal of North Korean
workers from the Kaesong Indus-
trial Complex last April — have
led to increased cooperation be-
tween the U.S. and South Korea,
to the point that Washington is
comfortable with South Korean
President Park Geun-hye’s confi-
dence-building approach to inter-
Korean relations.

Those provocations followed
“extremely close” collaboration
since 2009 over North Korea,
following several years of differ-
ing approaches on how to handle
Pyongyang.

“The experience of this close
coordination in 2013 appears to
have deepened the reservoir of
trust between the two govern-

ments, to the point that the Obama
Administration appears comfort-
able with letting Park take the
lead in trying to encourage more
cooperative behavior from Pyong-
yang,” the CRS report said.

Park, who took office in Feb-
ruary 2013 and vowed to aggres-
sively respond to North Korean
attacks, has implemented a “trust-
politik” strategy with Pyongyang
that separates humanitarian as-
sistance to the North from politi-
cal developments, and emphasizes
a combination of toughness and
flexibility in Seoul’s dealings with
the North.

Her approach also includes
“modest” confidence-building
measures such as holding re-
unions between family members
separated by the Korean War dur-
ing periods when North Korea
moderates its behavior, the report
said.

The release of the CRS report
came just days before a North
Korean naval vessel crossed the
disputed Northern Limit Line,
the maritime border between the
two Koreas, on the first day of the
annual U.S.-South Korean Key
Resolve and Foal Eagle military
drills.

According to South Korea’s
Ministry of National Defense,
the 420-ton North Korean patrol
ship crossed the NLL three times

between 10:56 p.m. Monday and
12:25 a.m. Tuesday, west of Yeon-
pyeong Island, the site of a 2010
North Korean shelling that killed
four people.

South Korean military ships in-
structed the North Korean ship to
leave the area and there were no
further incidents.

There has been very little re-
sponse from the South Korean
government on the incident. An
MND spokesman, speaking on
customary condition of anonym-
ity, said the boat appeared to have
purposely crossed the boundary.

He also said the exercises would
not be altered because of the in-
cident, and that South Korean
troops had not been put on any
special alerts.

U.S. Forces Korea would not
address whether officials believe
the incursions were intentional, or
how serious of a threat they pose,
saying by email that it “does not
discuss operational or intelligence
matters.”

The military also would not
comment on whether the ongoing
joint exercises were being affect-
ed, or whether forces were being
put on alert.

The CRS report, released last
Thursday, provides a wide-rang-
ing assessment of issues affecting
the relationship between the two
countries, including the security

threat posed by the North.

It said that poor relations be-
tween the two Koreas since 2008
have helped Washington and Seoul
overlook differences in their top
priorities for the peninsula — for
the U.S., denuclearization, and for
South Korea, reunification.

A potential source of disagree-
ment is whether the Obama
administration and the U.S. Con-
gress will support Park’s future
initiatives with the North. For in-
stance, the report notes that while
Park has expressed a desire to
internationalize and expand Kae-
song, such a move could conflict
with congressional efforts to in-
crease U.S. sanctions against the
North.

The report also noted that
planned South Korean defense
budget increases have slowed
significantly during the tenures
of Park and her predecessor, Lee
Myung-bak.

And while the two countries
signed a new five-year defense
burden-sharing agreement last
month, South Korean opposition
groups remain worried that the
U.S. may use some of those Spe-
cial Measures Agreement funds
to finance the expansion of Camp
Humphreys, even though SMA
funds are earmarked for other

uses.
SMA funds are intended to offset

Korea antics fortify US ties with South

the cost of stationing U.S. troops in
South Korea, and the latest agree-
ment includes new measures in-
tended to increase transparency
of U.S. use of those funds.

The Humphreys expansion is
the centerpiece of a massive plan
to relocate U.S. Forces Korea
troops to regional hubs. The re-
location has been repeatedly de-
layed since its initial target date
of 2008 due to slow construction
and what the CRS described as
“South Korean protests of fi-
nancial difficulties in paying the
ROK (South Korean) share of the
relocation costs.”

The move is now scheduled to
take place in 2016, though the
CRS report said that “some in-
dividuals involved with the move
speculate that it will not be com-
pleted until 2020.”

The report said that while South
Koreans are generally supportive
of the U.S.-South Korea alliance,
they may resent U.S. influence
and the possibility of being linked
to U.S. policies that irritate neigh-
boring China. Seoul is also wary
of Japan’s proposed effort to ex-
pand its military, a move support-
ed by the United States.

Stars and Stripes’ Yoo Kyong Chang
contributed to this story.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com
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Ties tested as US blasts
Uganda for anti-gay law

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — As
the U.S. reviews its partnership
with Uganda after the African
nation’s adoption of sweeping
anti-gay legislation, policymakers
are now in the difficult position
of trying to support the Obama
administration’s tough talk while
maintaining an alliance with a
key player in U.S. counterter-
rorism efforts around the Horn of
Africa, experts say.

Secretary of State John Kerry
sharply criticized Ugandan of-
ficials on Monday because of the
new law.

“This is a tragic day for Ugan-
da and for all who care about the
cause of human rights,” he said.
“Ultimately, the only answer is
repeal of this law. As President
[Barack] Obama stated, this
legislation is not just morally
wrong, it complicates a valued
relationship.”

Kerry said the U.S. has begun
an internal review “to ensure that
all dimensions of our engagement,
including assistance programs,

uphold our anti-discrimination
policies and principles and reflect
our values.”

Uganda has been a key U.S.
partner in the region. Areas of
collaboration include U.S. train-
mg for Ugandan troops to conduct
missions in Somalia, where the
Islamic militant group al-Shabab
controlled large swaths of the
country at one time. Al-Shabab
has since been pushed out of key
strongholds in Somalia, largely
thanks to Ugandan troops and
other African Union forces.

The Ugandan military has also
been in the lead for security op-
erations in the Central African
Republic, working alongside U.S.
special operations forces in the
hunt for the Lord’s Resistance
Army, a rebel group led by Jo-
seph Kony.

Withthe relatlomhlp now under
review, it is unclear how far the
U.S. will go to punish Uganda for
passing legislation that criminal-
izes homosexuality.

“Currently, there are no plans
to cancel ongoing or planned en-
gagement with Uganda,” said

Tom Saunders, an Africa Com-

mand spokesman, who referred
questions about future policy de-
cisions to the State Department.

Will Stevens, a State Depart-
ment spokesman, said: “We are
conducting a review of our rela-
tionship with Uganda now, but
are not in a position to speculate
on what specific actions we may
or may not take.”

But downgrading cooperation
with Uganda’s military would
be a way to send a signal to the
leadership in the country, said J.
Peter Pham, director of the At-
lantic Council’s Africa Center.
However, he said, the Obama ad-
ministration should avoid cutting
humanitarian aid and develop-
ment assistance.

“The Obama administration
has no choice but to take some
concrete action, not only because
it would be the right thing to
do from the ethical and public-
health-policy points of view, but
because U.S. credibility is on the
line,” Pham said in an email.

For several years, Ugandan
President  Yoweri Museveni
has ignored U.S. concerns on a
number of issues, Pham said, in-

STEPHEN WANDERA/AP

Anh-gay actmst Pastor Martin Ssempa posts a public notice offering

"
Kampala, Uganda, on Tuesday.

cluding treatment of political op-
ponents after peaceful protests
over the economy in 2011 and the
presence of Ugandan troops in
South Sudan.

“Military assistance is the one
area where the U.S. has options,”
Pham said. “[T]he Ugandan
People’s Defence Force remains
one of the few bastions of profes-
sionalism in the country, and its
leadership is about the only check
on Museveni and his ambitions
to impose his son as a successor;
hence, a shot across the UPDF’s
bow might get some attention
from those best positioned to get
the president’s attention.”

Some experts, however, say
that military ties are unlikely to

at Uganda’s

Theatre in

e cut.

“I would expect the State De-
partment — which since 2009
has made LGBT (lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender) rights
a priority in bilateral relations
— is trying to find alternate ways
to pressure Uganda and express
its displeasure,” wrote Mark
Leon Goldberg, managing editor
of the United Nations-sponsored
UN Dispatch website in a Mon-
day posting called “Why the USA
Can’t Just Cut Aid to Uganda.”

There are about 80 countries
that have laws criminalizing ho-
mosexuality. The U.S. maintains
alliances with many of them, in-
cluding Afghanistan, Saudi Ara-
bia, Algeria and Nigeria.
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Officers’ Club

243-5030

Sunday Brunch

Sunday Brunch
Sundays from 0900 to 1330

Club Takemiya

246-8077

Tex Mex Night

Sunday from 0900 to 1330 in Kosano Dining Room
Sunday Brunch with made-to-order omelets, pancakes,
waffles, and all your breakfast favorites plus a bountiful
salad bar and a great selection of entrees including a
carving station with an ever-changing variety of
delectable roasts. Enjoy our build-your-own cupcake
station and fine selection of desserts, complete with
large beverage selection.

The Gift of Mongolian Promotion

Tuesday from 1700 to 2100 in Kosano Dining Room

Get eight stamps on your card and we give you a gift
certificate for a $20 Mongolian dinner! Pick up your FREE
card at the cash cage. Make-your- own Mongolian bow!
is only 75¢ per ounce and you get yours free when you
quess the correct price within 5¢. Open to all hands.

CPO Club 243-5506

Great selections of hot entrees, delectable desserts,
bountiful salads, action stations, roast carved meats,
made to order omelet, crepes, hot cakes, impressive
beverage stations, and more. Only $16.95 Adults, $7.95
kids 8-11, $5.95 kids 4-7.

Club Alliance 243-3000

CPO Club Dining room is open to all hands all the time!
Breakfast A la Carte

Saturdays from 0900 to 1330

Start the weekend off right with our great breakfast with
steak & eggs, omelets, waffles, pancakes and lunch
items such as burgers, chicken sandwiches and other
breakfast & lunch items on our menu.

Thursdays from 1700 to 2100

Zesty, fresh and sometimes spicy! Our delicious entrées
will have your mouth watering for next week. Chips and
salsa appetizer included with each order, dine-in or
take-out. $11.95

Surf and Turf Steak Night

Saturdays from 1700 to 2100

All Hands Weekly Texas Hold em T
Saturdays at 1800 in 3rd Floor Sports Bar

First place will be awarded 60% of the pot in an NEX Gift
Card. Second will receive a free buy in for the next week,
and third place winners will receive a great prize from
Club Alliance. A free happy hour buffet will be available.
$30 buy-in for $3000 in chips. Re-buys or extra chips are
allowed for the first 30 minutes only for an additional
$1500 in chips for $15. Six players minimum and must be
18 or older to play. Sign up at the 2nd floor cash cage or
3rd floor Sports Bar.

C-Street Grille

The only complaints we get around here are that our
servings are too big! Guess what? We like it that way!
Visit the best burger joint in town with American-sized
favorites made to order with the side of your choice:
fries, onion rings, salads, baked beans and more.

Juicy charbroiled rib-eye steak cooked to order, with your
choice of soup or salad. Top it off with deep fried shrimp
ifyou'd like! Only $14.95
Negishi Club
Fisherman'’s Fridays
Fridays from 1700 to 2100
Featuring a variety of seafood entrees including Atlantic
salmon, sea salted scallops and more. $12.95 Regular
menu is also available.

Breakfast

Saturdays from 0900 to 1000

Saturday mornings just got better! Roll out of bed and try
our delicious pancakes, French toast or Steak-n-Eggs
made to order. Lunch menu also available.

242-4151
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Air Force announces troop cuts at Japan, UK bases

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

Personnel reductions at Mi-
sawa Air Base in Japan and
RAF Menwith Hill Station in the
United Kingdom may provide an
early preview of the cost-cutting
budget priorities unveiled by De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel this
week.

Misawa, located on the north-
ern tip of Japan’s main island,
will trim 500 troops from its
intelligence-gathering units —
about 14 percent of the total mili-
tary workforce — over the next
1Y years, Air Force officials said
Wednesday. The move is part of
Hagel’s effort to create a “more
fiscally conservative and effi-
cient” Defense Department.

At Menwith Hill, about 500 U.S.
military and civilian positions
will be eliminated, according to
a statement Wednesday from U.S.
European Command.

On Monday, Hagel gave a first
showing of a proposed defense
budget for the coming year that
would focus on cost-saving tech-
nology, whittle the Army to its
smallest size in about 75 years,
and reduce ballooning military
pay and benefits costs.

The initiatives have triggered
outcry from Congress, veteran
groups and servicemembers who
are concerned U.S. defense could
be hobbled and earned benefits
could be unfairly stripped. It’s also
led some military watchers to won-
der what the proposed cuts could
mean to previously announced
plans to shift the U.S. military
focus to the Pacific region.

“The U.S. Department of De-
fense is currently realigning the
workforce around the globe by
employing enabling technolo-
gies and combining similar mis-
sion activities worldwide,” Capt.
Korry Leverett, spokesman for
the 35th Fighter Wing at Misawa,
wrote in a statement Wednesday.

The cuts authorized by Hagel
will stretch across three services
at Misawa but focus primarily on
intelligence operations, accord-
ing to Leverett.

Elements will be deactivated
or reassigned in the Air Force’s
373rd Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance  Group;
the Air Force’s 373rd Support
Squadron; the Air Force’s 301st
Intelligence Squadron; the Navy
Information Operations Com-
mand-Misawa; and the Army’s
708th  Military  Intelligence
Detachment.

Leverett said the United States
discussed the force-reduction
plan with Japan — a key security
pact partner in the increasingly
important Pacific region — be-
fore implementing the decision.
Both governments said they do
not believe the change will affect
the security situation here.

“The U.S. personnel reduc-
tion in no way affects the United
States and Japan alliance, which
remains a cornerstone of peace,
stability, and prosperity in the re-
gion,” Leverett wrote to Stars and
Stripes.

Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs sounded no alarms Wednes-

Planned trims irk servicemembers overseas

By TREVOR ANDERSEN, JAMES
Kimger anp ERic Guzman
Stars and Stripes

Cuts announced by Defense Sec-
retary Chuck Hagel this week aren’t
going down well with military per-
sonnel serving overseas.

Caps on pay raises, higher com-
missary prices, housing allowance
cuts and reduced health insurance
benefits for dependents and retirees
are some of the proposals advanced
by Hagel in an effort to meet tough
budget targets set by Congress.

It's no surprise, then, that the mea-
sures aren't popular with service-
members and their families.

Sgt. 1st Class Curtis Toomer, a
contracting noncommissioned officer
with the 409th Contracting Support
Brigade in
Kaiserslaut-
em, Ger-
many, noted
that a:
‘Washington
talks about
curtailing
military ben-
efits,  deci-
sion-makers
have  ex-
empted their
own six-figure salaries, multiple of-
fices and various other benefits from
cuts or freezes.

“How about leading by example?”
Toomer said.

The Army would take the brunt of
cuts under Hagel's proposal, losing
an additional 40,000 to 50,000
soldiers beyond reductions in the
works.

The service is already shedding
80,000 soldiers. In doing so, it
is  shifting
standards to
cull soldiers
deemed fitto
serve in Iraq
or Afghani-
stan but not
fit  enough
to continue
serving now
that they
aren't need-
ed to deploy,
said Sgt. 1st Class Keisha Reynoso,
also a contracting NCO with the

09th.

&

“Some standards are so high,

day, saying such changes are
considered in typical military
shifts and do not lessen the deter-
rent effect of U.S. military forces
based in the country. The city of
Misawa was notified by the min-
istry of the changes earlier this
week.

The positions at Menwith Hill
will be eliminated as the 421st Air
Base Group, which provides base
mission support, and other U.S.
military units are deactivated,
the EUCOM statement said. The
cuts would be implemented by
October 2016. The 421st is a com-
ponent of the 501st Combat Sup-
port Wing headquartered at RAF
Alconbury, England. “Despite the
reduction in personnel, U.S. Eu-

they're dou-
ble,” Toomer
said.

“Hopefully
[the ~ Army]
does  the
right  thing
and removes
the right
people
and handles
it appropri-
ately,” Staff
Sgt. Ashley Allison, a vocalist with
the U.S. Army Europe Band, said.

But for many, especially outside the
Army, it's Hagel's proposed cuts to
pay and benefits that have caused
the most concern.

Among other things, Hagel's pro-
posal would trim domestic hous-
ing allowances to cover 95 percent
rather than 100 percent of living ex-
penses; slash the subsidy to military
supermarkets, adding an average of
more than $10 to the typical grocery
bill; and cap pay raises at 1 percent,
which would reduce servicemem-
bers’ buying power if inflation ex-
ceeds that mark.

“| think our pay should go up as
inflation goes up,” Airman 1st Class
Aaron Mullins, a communications
technician at Yokota Air Base, Japan,
said. “They are starting to take
away all my incentives to stay in for
retirement.”

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Tim
Macaspac, at Yokosuka Naval Base,
Japan, said the plans were unfair.

“Dependents need that money to
survive, and their paycheck isn't al-
ways going to cut it,” he said. “Our
benefits are how our government
shows how much they care for us.”

Senior Airman Jujuan Burton, a
medical technician at Yokota Air
Base, said the cuts will likely hit air-
men with families the hardest.

“If you have to think about your
family, it affects you as a person, you
can't really do your job when you're
worried about these sorts of things,”
he said.

The move to increase commissary
prices is particularly unpopular with
overseas personnel.

“If they are going to increase prices
it is going to be hard on the military,”
Mullins said. “The commissary is so
convenient, but if they put up all the
prices there is no need for me to go
there. | will just go to Wal-Mart.”

ropean Command remains com-
mitted to international security
in the region and will continue
to work in close cooperation with
the United Kingdom,” the state-
ment said.

Squadron Leader Geoff Dick-
son, the Royal Air Force com-
mander at Menwith Hill, also said
the reduction was not indicative
of any change to the mission.

“It’s part of the wider DOD
initiative to maximize resources
worldwide, and basically by look-
ing at the future footprint it was
decided that actually we could
carry out the same mission with
fewer people,” Dickson said in a
telephone interview.

There has been pressure from

Fireman Apprentice Stephanie But-
trick, a Yokosuka sailor, said com-
missary price rises could have a big
impact on her.

Junior enlisted sailors' paychecks
don't cover their expenses, she said.

“It's hard on us,” she said. “When
you're just out of boot camp, you
have to buy a lot of things. | just
spent $80 on patches, and | was
just told | had to buy food and extra
toiletries before | get underway.”

Military ~ spouses are equally
concerned.

Yokota Air Force spouse Ashley
Faye said her family is about to take
a second overseas tour for the extra

pay.

“If the commissaries overseas are
hit by these cuts, there's very little
reason to ever want to be there,” she
said. “It's already expensive enough
as it is living here.”

Yokota military spouse Nina Smith
said the commissary cuts will hit
lower-paid airmen the hardest.

“I haven't been military all my life,
so the prices won't be a shock to me,
but for people that have been in the
military for a while, it'll be a shock for
them,” she said.

Erika Brown, the wife of an enlisted
airman at Yokota, said raising Tricare
health insurance rates would be “an-
other broken promise.”

The mother of two school-age chil-
dren said she'd use the Japanese
medical system if Tricare rates go up
too much.

Burton, the medical technician,
said he doesn't like the cuts but un-
derstands why they are being made.

“I don't know if the cuts need to be
this extreme, but | understand where
they're coming from,” he said.

The Defense Department is dealing
with the effect of billions in budget
cuts imposed by Congress in an ef-
fort to rein in government spending.

Mullins, the communications tech-
nician, said he'd consider leaving
the service if things worsen but says
he’s still positive about the military’s
future.

“What makes the American people
great is our ingenuity and our ability
to solve our problems,” he said.
Stars and Stripes reporters Matt
Millham and Eric Brown in Germany
contributed to this report.
andersen.trevor@stripes.com
guzman.eric@stripes.com
kimber.james@stripes.com

Congress and others for some
time to make further cuts in Eu-
rope, where two of four heavy
brigades have been inactivated
recently amid other cuts to per-
sonnel and infrastructure. But
additional trims are likely on the
continent with the war in Iraq
over and the one in Afghanistan
winding down.

It remains unclear what other
reductions or shifts may be in
store for the Pacific, where the
United States has been i

spending next year to $496 bil-
lion, which is $45 billion less
than White House forecasts.
Meanwhile, Hagel pointed to the
continuing specter of sequestra-
tion as driving the need for force
reductions.

There was no immediate worry
Wednesday in South Korea,
where the U.S. has maintained
one of its largest overseas mili-
tary presences in support of the
uneasy armistice that ended the
Korean War. The country’s Min-
istry of National Defense had not
publicly commented on the DOD’s
proposed budget cuts. However, a
ministry spokesman said he be-
lieved U.S. troop levels in South
Korea would not be affected.

The spokesman said the U.S.
has given past reassurances that
sequestration would not lead to
a reduction in forces or military
equipment in South Korea. The
official spoke to Stars and Stripes
on the customary condition of
anonymity.

Still, the proposal to slim the
defense budget comes at an un-
certain time in the region.

Asia-Pacific countries are now
watching whether Washington
will make good on promises to
beef up its military presence and
relationships, said Ralph Cossa,
of the Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies in Hawaii.

The U.S. needs to continue
to show its flag throughout the
Pacific despite the budget cuts,
Cossa said.

“People are going to be watch-
ing closely to make sure that is
the case,” he said. “The first time
a major exercise gets canceled
or scaled back, people will say,
‘Here’s the proof that they weren’t
serious about the rebalance.’”

Ross Babbage, a former Aus-
tralian assistant defense secre-
tary, said he was reassured that
production of a new long-range
bomber, the Joint Strike Fighter
and a new aerial tanker would be
spared from the budget axe, but
he added: “There is some serious
questioning of U.S. resolve at the
moment.”

It’s important to U.S. allies in
the Pacific that whatever results
from the defense budget cuts
doesn’t lead to more debate about
the rebalance.

“It is important for allies, neu-
trals and potential hostiles that
they don’t get the impression that
the U.S. is weakening or going
away,” Babbage said.

Stars and Stripes reporters Seth
Robson, Ashley Rowland, Yoo Kyong
Chang, Chiyomi Sumida and Adam
Mathis contributed to this story.
tritten.travis@stripes.com
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intensely.

Hagel said the DOD will favor
high-tech force multipliers over
personnel, but the move is largely
due to spending constraints.

The law now limits DOD

“We love to say yes”*
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Anxious troops ask Hagel

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE LANGLEY-EUS-
TIS, Va. — A day after unveiling
a preview of next year’s defense
budget, which calls for reductions
in compensation and large cuts to
troop levels, Secretary of Defense
Chuck Hagel was bombarded with
questions by anxious servicemem-
bers concerned about the impact
of the changes.

Hagel pushed back strongly
against the implied criticism, and
defended the budgetary decisions
as necessary in a time of strategic
change and fiscal austerity.

A soldier asked Hagel about the
risks of going down to pre-World
War II troop levels. Hagel an-
nounced Monday that the Penta-
gon wants to further decrease the
size of the active-duty Army to
about 440,000 troops.

“I think it’s really a bogus com-
parison to compare the Army of
pre-World War II in the United
States versus the Army today,”
Hagel said. “Look at the capabil-
ity difference — what per person
you are trained to do, what you're
equipped to do, how you're led,
the equipment that you have, the
modernization, the technology
versus what our Army looked like
in 1939 and 1940. I mean, there’s
no comparison ... Many other
parts of that comparison I don’t
think could stand any true test of
anything.”

Hagel told airmen that the pro-
posed force reductions fit a natu-
ral historical pattern.

“This is not new, the reduction
inforces ... Atthe end of every war
that this country has ever been in,
that’s the way it works,” he said.
“If you’re not in a war, your [man-
power] requirements are different
... We’re out of Iraq, we're coming
out of Afghanistan.”

Hagel told the soldiers that
keeping higher troop levels
would degrade the quality of the
force because compensation for
the additional soldiers would
crowd out important warfighting
investments.

“We cannot allow a so-called
hollow force or too many mem-
bers just to ... say that we’ve got so
many members,” he said. “That’s
not fair to the members who stay
in ... We don’t have an unlim-
ited bin of resources here that we
can’t continue to keep everybody
trained and compensated. This is
what's referred to often as the hol-
low force. You have a lot of people
and you can even compensate
them, but at some point youre
going to have to invest big dollars
in the technological edge that we
have had since World War II over
any adversary ... We never, ever
must let that erode.”

A soldier asked Hagel how the
military could continue to recruit
and retain high-quality people if
compensatlon and benefits were

“Why did you decide to [join the
military]?,” Hagel asked. “I doubt
if it’s for the pay or the compensa-
tion and the benefits and even the
glory. You [are] volunteering for
something more important than
that.”

Hagel went through the pro-
posed pay and benefits cutbacks
that were unveiled Monday, and
provided additional details.

In an effort to slow compensa-
tion growth, the Pentagon wants

to do the following to reduce per-
sonnel costs:

m Basic pay for servicemem-
bers would rise by only 1 percent
in fiscal 2015, and pay increases
could be as low as 0.5 percent in
future years.

® Cut housing subsidies by S
percent over the course of a few
years, from 100 percent to 95 per-
cent. Hagel said that in the late
1990s, servicemembers paid up to
20 percent of their housing costs

out-of-pocket.

m Cut commissaries subsidy
from $1.4 billion annually to $400
million. Overseas commissaries
and those in remote locations will
continue receiving direct subsi-
dies. “We’re not closing any com-
missaries,” Hagel said.

® Increase Tricare co-pays for
working-age military retirees and
family members of active-duty
servicemembers over the next
five years. Hagel said the average

co-pay for retirees today is 8 per-
cent, but that needs to increase to
11 percent. Hagel did not specify
how much co-pays would increase
for family members of active-duty
servicemembers. “It wouldn’t
change the quality [of your health
care],” he said. Disabled veter-
ans would be exempted from any
co-pay increases, according to
Hagel.

DOD will wait until the congres-
sionally empaneled Retirement
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for budget clarity

Commission presents its report
before making any recommenda-
tions about changes in retirement
benefits. But Hagel promised that
any reductions in this area would
be not apply to people who have al-
ready joined the military.

The Pentagon is also proposing
another round of base closures, a
process known as BRAC, to save
money.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

| CHOICE PROGRAM
"RECOMMENDED

The PremiumChoice Proqrdn

If you're looking for a top notch

then chpck

from our Prum\umCho
For more details and to

Spangdahlem
n arten 1 A

Rota

Plaza Del Triunfo 6
11520 Rota (Cadiz)
Tel: 956 840 201



Pace 8 SEIRLER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Thursday, February 27,2014

MILITARY

s el
d'm met ‘Mf"d that A

Aaiptnatin Sapcliadbidi s
A i tuan mabi
T“‘J‘:‘K“M“J“m,&»ﬁ"'

Fight: Program didn't receive warm welcome by all

FROM FRONT PAGE

“You've been strong when I felt
weak, capable when I was disarmed,
and wise when I was bewildered,”
she wrote in the letter after the ac-
cused was convicted. “I will be for-
ever grateful.”

Air Force officials say the SVC
program, now operating for a year,
has been a singular success in
aiding victims and restoring con-
fidence in the criminal justice sys-
tem. Those goals have been elusive
in the services, despite nearly a
decade of initiatives: victim advo-

cates, sexual assault response co-

ordinators, restricted reporting,
more training for investigators
and prosecutors.

But SARCs and victims’ advo-
cates are not legally trained, and,

for all their victim support, work
essentially for the command.
Pr s, likewise, work for
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Read the report that gave the
SVC program high marks
stripes.com/go/svc
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the Air Force. Sympathetic or

not, their duty is to prosecute and
win cases. Further, they can’t
give victims legal advice, such as
telling them they don’t have to an-
swer an improper question from a
defense attorney.

SVCs, on the other hand, are

duty-bound to work for no one but
the victim, just as defense attor-
neys work for the accused.
“Imake them feel that they’re not
being pushed around by the system,
that their rights are being respect-
ed.” said Capt. Aaron Kirk, at Lack-
land Air Force Base, Texas. “I give
them back some sense of control.”

Six months after the program
began as a pilot in January 2013, 392
victims of sexual assault — all treat-
ed as victims, not “alleged” victims
— had requested an SVC, after hear-
ing about the program from a victim
advocate or through outreach efforts.
In a survey of 27 victims whose
cases were concluded, 94 percent said
they were extremely satisfied with the
advice and support their SVC provid-
ed, according of September evaluation
of the program.

Victims said they were satisfied
with their SVCs even though SVCs
were unable to travel to meet with cli-
entsin person, working over the phone
or in teleconferences and sometimes
not until late in the process.

They were satisfied even though
more than half the cases didn’t go
to court-martial, and were resolved
with administrative actions, non-ju-
dicial punishment discharges or no
action at all. Of the cases that did
proceed to court-martial, 18 percent
ended in acquittal.

One of Kirk’s clients saw the two
airmen she had accused of sexually
assaulting her acquitted — and en-
dured a “horrendous” experience,
he said: double the usual number of

interviews, two Article 32 hearings,
pr di that Congress deter-

2014

mined last year needed revision because
they were prone to violating federally
guaranteed rules protecting privacy rights
of sexual-assault victims.

Still, Kirk said his advocacy for her,
‘when he was assigned after the Article 32s,
made her feel like she had someone on her
side, someone powerful, who stood up for
hes

T

“She said it meant the world to her,” he
said. “I just received a call from her moth-
er, just to thank me.”

What victims want

The early statistics and anecdotal evi-
dence helped persuade the Defense Depart-
ment to mandate that all the services have
similar programs up and running by last
month. SVC program requirements also
were included in this year’s National De-
fense Authorization Act, part of an expan-
sion of victims’ rights in military law.

As described in a September evaluation
report, SVC advocacy took many forms.
SVCs persuaded commanders to allow
transfers or forgo disciplining victims for
violating fraternization rules, had retalia-
tory negative comments removed from
performance reviews, had personnel who
violated confidentiality rules removed from
cases and retrieved clients’ cell phones from
investigators who'd taken them for evidence
and refused to return them. They secured
client transfers, even when commanders
initially disapproved them and got protec-
tive orders.

They argued in motions to prevent dis-
closure of victims’ journals, mental health
records and sexual histories. Sometimes
they persuaded commanders to send a case
to court-martial despite an investigating
officer’s recommendation to dismiss it.

By last month, the number of victims
requesting SVCs had increased by a third,
said Col. Dawn Hankins, who heads the
program and its 24 SVCs and 10 paralegals
at 22 bases worldwide. Hankins said she
plans to add five more lawyers this year to
keep up with demand.

SVCs have also advocated for investiga-
tions to be dropped, or for commanders not
to bring charges.

“There’s so much scrutiny and pressure
on the military to hold offenders account-
able,” Hankins said.

“The reality is there are some victims
‘who don’t want to participate in the process
and will never want to participate. Their
privacy is more important to them than see-
ing their offender put in jail.

“Part of our role is to find out what does
the victim want, and then to help them get
to where they need to be,” she said. “If we
can increase victims’ trust and confidence
in the system, we hope they’ll be more
willing to report and hold more offenders
accountable.”

That’s how it worked for one of Capt. Na-
tasha Fitzsimmons’ clients, who wanted no
partinthe prosecution of an airman accused
of assaulting her and another woman.

But prosecutors and the command
were understandably intent on having her
testify.

Fitzsimmons, an SVC at Joint Base Ma-
guire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., asked for a meet-
ing with the convening authority to discuss
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her client’s wishes. A teleconference was
arranged with the lieutenant general.
“He listened to her concerns. He was very
respectful and kind,” Fitzsimmons said.
“He ultimately ordered her to appear and
to testify,” she said. “But she really felt like
her voice was heard at the highest level.”

Facing resistance

Groups that advocate for sexual assault
victims and have long been severe crit-
ics of the military justice system laud the
program.

“The Special Victim Counsel program is
a huge success,” Nancy Parrish, president
of the advocacy group Protect Our Defend-
ers, said in an email. “We praise the Air
Force for leading the way by creating, and
then defending the program.”

The program faced fierce opposition
from defense attorneys who said the pres-
ence of SVCs in the process stacked the
deck against the accused and violated the
constitutional right to a fair trial. Fitzsim-
mons pointed out that defense lawyers
have learned that when a victim wants the
charges dropped, “the SVC can be your
friend.”

Many commanders, prosecutors and
judges greeted the significant change in
the system — one with few precedents and
few rules in place — with hostility, skepti-
cism or bafflement.

Hearings continued to take place with-
out SVC notification; SVCs were told their
schedules could not be accommodated.

Shortly after the program began, an Air
Force judge presiding over a rape case
ruled that the SVC, who had sought to
argue against allowing his client’s sexual
and mental health history into evidence,
had “no standing” and could not make ar-
guments or speak on the victim’s behalf.

But in July, the military’s highest court
overturned that decision.

The Court of Appeals of the Armed Forc-
es decided that “a reasonable opportunity
to be heard at a hearing includes the right
to present facts and legal argument, and
that a victim or patient who is represented
by counsel be heard through counsel.”

How military judges and others inter-
pret that remains to be seen.

And a remaining issue is how much in-
formation about cases — discovery — can
and should be provided to SVCs to help
them advise clients. Some prosecutors and
military judges have been supportive and
provided the materials. Other have not.
Starting this year, however, SVCs must be
provided all the evidence presented at Ar-
ticle 32s.

Resistance to the SVCs has diminished,
Hankins and others said, although for the
lawyers it can still be uncomfortable.

Capt. Maribel Jarzabek, a Ramstein Air
Base SVC whose advocacy for a client criti-
cized a higher-ranking JAG for anti-victim
bias — and resulted in the retirement of a
lieutenant general — said sometimes she
worried about her career.

“I have to keep remembering whom is
my client and whose interests I am zeal-
ously advocating for everyday: the victim,”
she said.

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com
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assault at the Russell Senate Office Bmldmg in Washington, D.

Link: Senators hear testimony from military assault victims

FROM FRONT PAGE

His testimony came in a Senate
hearing Wednesday chaired by
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-NY.,
to explore links between military
sexual assault, PTSD and suicide.

Reams of studies document
increased rates of mental health
problems, substance abuse and
suicide among sexual assault
victims, a panel of Defense De-
partment and VA officials told
legislators.

Gillibrand is the driving force
behind an effort to

County jail
opens unit
for veterans

The Associated Press

LAND O’'LAKES, Fla. — The
Pasco County Jail now has a hous-
ing unit dedicated to military
veterans.

The unit, which holds 32 in-
mates, opened last week. It will
offer a range of services for vet-
erans, including counseling, reha-
bilitation, job placement, life skills
and outreach programs.

The idea came from Capt. Ray
Revell, who heard of a similar pro-
gram during a 10-week leadership
training trip to FBI headquarters
in Quantico, Va., in 2012.

“We want to help some of these
guys get their pride and integrity
back,” Revell said. “A lot of them
suffer from post-traumatic stress
disorder. Some have substance
abuse problems. Others are

a pomt during his closing statement at Tuesday’s Senate hearing on sexual

‘This good soldier defense has no place
in determining the outcome of these

defenses.”

Sen. Kelly Ayotte
R-N.H.

she said.

“Itwasinstance after instance of
a failed system in which I became
ostracized, smgled out, publicly

change the way the military pros-
ecutes serious crimes, in order to
shield sexual assault victims from
‘what she and supporters describe
as widespread command bias and
intimidation.

Currently, Pentagon statistics
indicate fewer than 20 percent of
victims report sexual crimes.

Gillibrand’s bill, the Military
Justice Improvement Act, would
take authority over prosecution
of cases that could result in more
than a year in prison away from
commanders, and deposit it with
independent military prosecutors.

Another victim, former Pfc.
Jessica Kenyon, said the current
system means victims aren’t just
subject to bias from the top com-
mander, but from many levels.

Superiors ranging from ser-
geants to a lieutenant colonel lied
to her and made life miserable
after she reported sexual assault,

shamed, ¢ d for getting
treatment and treated as though
I was the one who did something
wrong,” she said.

A bipartisan majority of sena-
tors have said they support Gilli-
brand’s initiative, but not enough
to clear the 60-vote majority need-
ed to bypass a filibuster.

Sen. Lindsay Graham, R-S.C.,
told the two victims he believes
commanders must be made to ex-
ercise authority in prosecutions
responsibly rather than being
stripped of it.

“From my point of view, this is a
problem that will never be solved
if you tell the commander this is
no longer your problem,” he said.

Among a number of new mea-
sures passed by Congress to help
victims is a requirement that
prosecution decisions be pushed
higher in the chain of command,
and that only top service branch

officials can decide not to follow
recommendations to prosecute.

Powerful members of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee
from within Gillibrand’s own
party also side with the Pentagon
in opposing the overhaul of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice,
including committee chairman
Carl Levin, D-Mich., and Sen.
Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.

While pointing to numerous
changes that have been made to
better take care of victims, oppo-
nents call Gillibrand’s bill a bridge
too far. Stripping commanders of
authority would badly impact the
maintenance of good order and
discipline in the military, they

say.

McCaskill has presented statis-
tics from other nations’ militaries
that have removed prosecutions
from the chain of command, and
says doing so has not increased
victims’ willingness to report
crimes.

The former prosecutor said she
believes commanders, who don’t

Joe GromELski/Stars and Stripes

care about military prosecutors’
win-loss ratios, might be more
likely to prosecute cases with mar-
ginal evidence that professional
prosecutors themselves would be.

“There’s a disagreement here,”
McCaskill told reporters earlier
this month. “We do not believe
that her bill will protect victims.
We do not believe that it will re-
sult in more prosecutions. We do
not believe it will increase report-
ing. And we believe there’s real
workability problems in terms of
how quickly these cases will be
brought to court.”

McCaskill and another oppo-
nent of Gillibrand’s bill, Sen. Kelly
Ayotte, R-N.H., told Arbogast they
intended to move to prevent mili-
tary courts from letting troops off
lightly in sexual assault cases be-
cause of past service records.

“This good soldier defense has
no place in determining the out-
come of these defenses,” Ayotte
said.

Arbogast said Congress must
act to change the culture around
sexual assault prosecutions.

“The belief system about rape
must change with in the armed
forces,” he said. “And [it] will only
change when the perpetrators are
consistently prosecuted and no
longer given leniency in their sen-
tencing by their commanders.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

For Sheriff Chris Nocco, the
veteran’s unit is an example of a
transforming jail.

“We're changing the jail in that
this is no longer just about hous-
ing, this is about transforming
people to be who they used to be
before they committed a crime
or fell into issues with substance
abuse or mental health issues,”
Nocco said.

The program, he said, offers
a way for veterans to get back on
their feet.

“They served their country;
they have proven to us as a nation
that they can do the right thing.
This is about an opportunity for
them to lift themselves up, back on
their feet again, and be productive
members of society,” he said.

Some inmates are buying in to
the program.

“I guess you can say it’s the ca-
maraderie,” said Jerry Arnette,
a former member of the Navy.
“Being in here, everyone is mili-
tary. You can talk about your ser-
vice. You can talk about issues you
have had since service. Find out
information [from] other service-
members that can help you out
more.”

Arnette was arrested on DUT
charges. It was his third offense.

There are about 50,000 veter-
ans living in Pasco County, said
Veterans Service Officer Brian
Anderson.

The University of South Florida
is pitching in with its veteran ther-
apy program. They’lltreatinmates
who qualify for the program at no
cost. Inmates who are veterans
can qualify for the jail’s program
based on how they'’re classified
in the system. “If we had a serial
killer, obviously he wouldn’t be in
here,” Revell said.
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Sun’s out, guns out

By JENNIFER HLAD
Stars and Stripes

SAN DIEGO — Good news,
Marines and fans of Marine bi-
ceps (ahem): Rolled sleeves are
coming back.

Commandant Gen. James
Amos and Sgt. Maj. of the Ma-
rine Corps Micheal Barrett an-
nounced Tuesday via Facebook
that the Corps is bringing back
rolled sleeves.

“Ican’ttell you how many times
‘we have been asked the persistent
question, ‘Commandant, are we
ever going to return to SLEEVES
UP?” the Facebook announce-
ment states. “I've thought a lot
about this over the past 2.5 years;
Irealize that it’s important to you.
Sleeves up clearly and visually
sets us apart.”

Amos and Barrett sent the mes-
sage via email to all Marine ser-
geants and corporals, noting that
they had heard the comments
about rolled sleeves as they’ve
traveled around the world talking
about recent efforts to “reawaken
the soul of [the] Corps” with a re-
newed focus on discipline, adher-
ence to standards, engaged and
concerned leadership and faith-
ful obedience to order.

Before October 2011, Ma-
rines wore their sleeves rolled
up — in a very particular way, of
course — in the spring and sum-
mer months when wearing their
desert camouflage utilities in
noncombat areas, and kept their

sleeves rolled down in the win-
ter while wearing the woodland
camouflage uniform.

The brief Marine administra-
tive message canceling the 2011
change and reverting to previous
policy was posted Wednesday
morning.

Many were unhappy when
Amos announced that Marines
would keep their sleeves rolled

down year round, particularly
those who work in warm climates.
And, as noted in Amos’ message,
they made their opinions known.

More than 28,000 people had
“liked” the Facebook post by
‘Wednesday morning, and dozens
had commented in disbelief, won-
dering if the message had been
some kind of hoax. It is not.

The change will go into effect

Marine Corps Times: Emails show
intent behind moving newspapers

Stars and Stripes

Marine Corps officials who
tried to ban the Marine Corps
Times from base newsstands
or move it to less visible areas
in stores did so because of the
paper’s reporting on the com-
mandant, emails obtained by that
paper suggest.

The Times had been conduct-
ing an ongoing investigation into
allegations that Marine comman-
dant Gen. James Amos abused
his authority by ordering punish-
ment for Marines who urinated
on Taliban corpses in 2012.

In an email written May 15 and
published Sunday in the Marine
Corps Times, Chris Hughes, a
deputy director of Marine Corps
public affairs, wrote that “every
few years” the Marines “have
a falling out with Marine Corps
Times that warrants consider-

ation of some level of ‘ban’ from
our facilities.”

“We believe that we may be
close to such an impasse, and we
want to present the Commandant
with options,” Hughes wrote to
senior executive service employ-
ees. “We believe it becomes a
‘good order and discipline’ issue
if [Amos] believes he is being
misrepresented by them. On such
grounds, could he prohibit their
sale in our [Marine Corps Com-
munity Services] facilities? Or,
could he place them somewhere
less prominent?”

Robert Hogue, the comman-
dant’s top civilian attorney,
emailed Hughes three hours
later: “I recommend we try to
talk the boss off the ledge here,”
he wrote. “That said, to respond
to your specific question, there
are authorities we can use to

move the MCT from a position of
prominence in our facilities.”

Earlier this month, the Marine
Corps Times briefly lost its spot
near the checkout lines at base
stores. At the time, the Marine
Corps said the move was simply
meant to “professionalize” the
front of exchange stores, and that
the MCT’s suspicions of retribu-
tion had been “a clear misunder-
standing of intent.”

Marine Corps Times authen-
ticated the internal discussion
from May 15, 2013, that contra-
dicts official statements offered
recently in response to the ser-
vice’s decision in December to re-
locate the newspaper away from
checkout lines at Marine Corps
Exchange stores worldwide, the
Times reported.

The Marine Corps says the
matter is under review.

Sinclair seeks dismissal
of sex assault charges

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — A US.
Army general facing court-mar-
tial on sexual assault charges is
again seeking to have the case
against him dismissed.

Lawyers for Brig. Gen. Jeffrey
A. Sinclair filed a motion made

public Tuesday asking military
judge Col. James Pohl to throw
out the case. Sinclair’s lawyers
argued that testimony from the
primary witness against him is
unreliable and that top Pentagon
brass improperly meddled in
prosecutorial decisions.

Pohl has denied at least two
past motions to dismiss from the

defense. Sinclair’s court-martial
is set to begin March 4 at Fort
Bragg.

Sinclair, 51, has pleaded not
guilty to eight criminal counts, in-
cluding forcible sodomy, indecent
acts and conduct unbecoming an
officer. The married father of two
faces life in prison if convicted.

From The Associated Press

Rolled-up sleeves, banned in 2011, are
back as Marine Corps reverses policy

ANDREW D. JonnsTon/Courtesy of the U.S. Marie Cores
With sleeves rolled, Lt. Col. Joseph C. Murray and Lt. Col. Patrick W. McCuen salute their Marines as they march by at the end of a change-

of-command ceremony in July 2011 at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C. Commandant Gen. James Amos and Sgt. Maj. of the Marine
Corps Micheal Barrett announced Tuesday that the Corps is bringing back rolled sleeves, which had been prohibited since October 2011.

March 9, when Marines make the
seasonal switch to the tan desert
camouflage.

Now, Marines are just wonder-
ing when they will be able to go
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Toddler
obesity
statistics
decline

By MIKE STOBBE
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Toddler obesity
shrank sharply in the past decade,
anew study suggests. While prom-
ising, it’s not proof that the nation
has turned a corner in the battle
against childhood obesity, some
experts say.

The finding comes from a gov-
ernment study considered a gold-
standard gauge of trends in the
public’s health. The researchers
found that obesity among children
ages 2 to 5 decreased — to 8 per-
cent, from 14 percent a decade
ago. That would represent a 43
percent drop.

But the only decline was seen
in preschoolers, not in older chil-
dren. And some experts note that
even the improvement in toddlers
wasn’t a steady decline, and say
it’s hard to know yet whether pre-
schooler weight figures are per-
manently curving down or merely
jumping around.

Itis enough of a decline to be op-
timistic, said Cynthia Ogden, one
of the study’s authors.

“There’s a glimmer of hope,”
said Ogden, an epidemiologist
with the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

The report was published on-
line Tuesday in the Journal of the

AP

Oumou Balde, 4, left, and teacher Jacqualine Sanchez, right, play with pretend food in a pre-kindergarten
Shelteri

class at the

American Medical Association.

Health officials have long been
hoping for more substantial evi-
dence that they’ve turned a cor-
ner in the fight against childhood
obesity.

Obesity is seen as one of the na-
tion’s leading public health prob-
lems — health officials call it a
longstanding epidemic. A third of
U.S. children and teens and more
than two-thirds of adults are obese
or overweight.

Officials are particularly wor-
ried about the problem in young
children. Preschoolers who are
overweight or obese are five times
more likely than other children to
be heavy as adults, which means
greater risks of high cholesterol,
high blood sugar, asthma and even

43

The percentage by which obesity among
children ages 2 to 5 decreased in the
past decade — from 14 to 8 percent
— according to a government survey.

mental health problems.

After decades on the rise, child-
hood obesity rates recently have
been flat. But a few places — in-
cluding New York City and Mis-
sissippi — reported improvements
in the last couple of years. Seattle
Jjoined that list last week, with a re-
port of recently declining obesity
in older school children in low-in-
come school districts.

More broadly, health officials
last year reported at least slight

ing Arms Learning Center in New York in a program to educate children about nutrition.

drops in obesity for low-income
preschoolers in 18 states. But they
mainly were children enrolled in
the federal Women, Infants and
Children program, which provides
food vouchers and other services.
Experts attributed the improve-
ment to WIC policy changes in
2009 that eliminated juice from
infant food packages, provided
less saturated fat, and made it eas-
ier to buy fruits and vegetables.

The new study is a national sur-
vey of about 9,100 people — includ-
ing nearly 600 infants and toddlers
— in 2011-2012, in which partici-
pants were not only interviewed
but weighed and measured. The
results were compared to four
similar surveys that stretched
back to 2003.

Obama: Health insurance
enrollment reaches 4 million

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama said Tuesday
that about 4 million people have
signed up for health insurance
through U.S. or state marketplac-
es set up under his health care
law. But with a key deadline ap-
proaching fast, he urged some of
his most steadfast backers to help
sign up millions more.

“We’ve only got a few weeks
left. March 3lst, that’s the last
call,” Obama said, explaining that
anyone not signed up by that date
will have to wait until open en-
rollment begins anew in the fall.
In the meantime, they risk being
fined for not having coverage.

Signing up enough people, par-
ticularly those who are young and
healthy, is critical for the insur-
ance pool at the heart of the law
to function properly by keeping
premiums low for everyone.

The White House has set an un-
official goal of 7 million enrollees
by the end of March.

Nearly 3.3 million people, orless
than half the total, had enrolled
through the end of January.

Enrollment was slowed at the
start of the sign-up period last Oc-
tober by numerous glitches in the
health care website the adminis-
tration created to help people find
coverage. Some states running
their own websites encountered
problems, too.

Obama blamed the depressed
enrollment on the bungled web-
site and on an “implacable opposi-

tion” by Republicans that he said
has spent hundreds of millions, if
not billions, of dollars to oppose
the signature domestic policy ac-
complishment of his presidency.

The president promised a “big
push these last few weeks” to sign
people up. Already, he and first
lady Michelle Obama have talked
up the health care law in inter-
views with radio and TV stations
that reach largely black and Lati-
no audiences. Vice President Joe
Biden appeared Tuesday on “The
View” TV talk show to encourage
its largely female viewership to
help get people to buy coverage.

“If they want health insurance
now, they need to sign up now,”
Obama said.

AP
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Phishing
scam targets
government
benefits site

By Eric YoDER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Someone
recently went on a phishing ex-
pedition to see whether federal
employees would bite on a phony
Thrift Savings Plan website, and
the TSP — suspecting another
federal agency — wants to know
who dangled the bait.

The TSP, a 401(k)-style pro-
gram available to federal ci-
vilian employees and military
personnel, said Monday that it is
investigating an email that made
the rounds of federal employees
last week directing them to a
site with a variant spelling of the
TSP’s official site, tsp.gov.

The TSP suspects that the
email started with an agency
testing its workers’ security
awareness, because similar in-
cidents have happened at least
twice before, most recently in
2009, spokeswoman Kim Weaver
said.

The message spread among a
number of agencies, triggering
inquiries to the TSP about the
phony site.

The site, apparently created by
the email’s original sender, has
been taken down since the phish-
ing message went out, and there
is no indication that anyone’s in-
vestment account was compro-
mised, Weaver said.

The TSP posted a notice on its
site Monday warning account
holders that sites other than its
own “may steal your login cre-
dentials when you enter them.”
Last year, the savings pro-
gram issued a similar warning
about third-party mobile device
applications.

But the TSP is not certain that
another agency launched the
email. “What we’re trying to do
is backtrack to where it started,”
Weaver said.

If another agency is identi-
fied as the source, “we will send
a really stern letter” and work
within the government’s finan-
cial and security communities
to dissuade other agencies from
doing the same.

“Our brand and people’s trust
is paramount,” Weaver said.

“We can’t afford to have peo-
ple misuse our brand in that way.
Security awareness training
is great stuff, but leave us out
of it.”
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OPINION

Ariz. Catholic group backing bigotry

That two absurd proposals swept through two states’
legislative bodies signals a kind of panic within the GOP
base at recent advances in gay and lesbian equality.

By HarRoLD MEYERSON

s patriotism can be the last ref-
uge of scoundrels, so religion can
be the last refuge of bigots.

The most recent attempts to
besmirch religion have come from Arizo-
na’s Republican state legislators, who last
week, on a near-party-line vote, passed a
bill allowing businesses to discriminate
against same-sex couples on religious
grounds. The bill is on the desk of Republi-
can Gov. Jan Brewer; she has until week’s
end to sign or veto it.

Arizona’s Republican U.S. senators,
John McCain and Jeff Flake, recognize
that a bill permitting restaurants, hotels
and other business to deny service to gays
and lesbians on religious grounds might
(and should) strike many Americans as an
affront to our foundational creed “that all
men are created equal.” They have called
on Brewer to reject the bill. So has the
state’s Chamber of Commerce, which fears
that some businesses would decide not to
set up shop in Arizona if they knew their
homosexual employees could be subjected
to that kind of discrimination. A host of
other officials have called for a veto, includ-
ing three Republican legislators who voted
for the bill but have had second thoughts.

Recently in Kansas, Republican legisla-
tors in the lower house passed a kindred
bill only to have it die in the state Senate
when GOP legislative leaders realized that
it went too far. But the fact that two absurd
proposals swept through two states’ legisla-
tive bodies with nearly unanimous Repub-
lican support signals a kind of panic within
the GOP base at the recent advances in gay
and lesbian equality, in particular the right
to marry. It signals that Republicans, and
some religious leaders, are willing to in-

voke religion as a cloak for their bigotry.

That wouldn’t be the first time, of course,
that religion has served as a shield for those
who would deny their fellow Americans
the most rudimentary equal rights. During
the civil rights movement in the 1950s and
’60s, a number of Southern fundamentalist
ministers preached that racial segregation
was God’s design. In a 1960 Easter Sunday
radio sermon, the Rev. Bob Jones, founder
of South Carolina’s eponymous Christian
university, told his listeners, “If you are
against segregation and against racial
separation, then you are against God Al-
mighty.” Labeling as “Satanic” those who
were working to abolish Jim Crow laws,
Jones preached that it was God who “drew
the boundary lines between races.”

Mainstream Southern denominations,
by contrast, did support desegregation, and
the Rev. Billy Graham, crucially, declined
to oppose the 1964 Civil Rights Act while it
was pending in Congress. But the religious
case for discrimination was alive and well
in Southern fundamentalist circles — as it
is alive and well, apparently, in some parts
of the Republican Party today.

And not just in the Republican Party.
The Arizona Catholic Conference is among
those urging Brewer to sign the bill. Just to
be clear: No one is advocating that priests,
the Catholic Church or other religious in-
stitutions be compelled to preside over
same-sex marriages. The issue is whether
businesses can refuse service to gays and

lesbians based on the businesses’ religious
beliefs, though you probably have to be-
lieve that corporations are people to grant
that businesses can have religious beliefs.

That the Catholic Church in Arizona is
opposed to gay marriage is hardly news.
But its willingness to go so far as to create
a right for private businesses to discrimi-
nate based on sexual orientation is appall-
ing. It harks back more to the spirit of Bob
Jones than to that of the brave priests and
nuns who went to the South in the ’50s and
’60s to demonstrate for civil rights — or,
for that matter, to the spirit of Pope Fran-
cis. Indeed, the church’s opposition seems
to reflect the pre-Enlightenment social
conservatism that Francis’ predecessors
sought to impose on the church through
their hierarchical appointments. If the
church’s position on the Arizona bill is any
indication, those appointments continue
to pose a huge problem for the Catholic
Church in America — for its future among
the young and for its moral stature.

On the other hand, the president of
Uganda signed into law Monday a statute
that would sentence to life in prison people
convicted of “aggravated homosexuality”
(that is, people convicted more than once
for having had gay sex). If Arizona’s Re-
publicans and Catholic bishops don’t like it
here, why don’t they move to Uganda?

Harold Meyerson is editor-at-large of
The American Prospect. This column
first appeared in The Washington Post.

Rising Pacific tensions keep US on China watch

By Davip Ienatius

SHANGHAI

Chinese military expert is ex-

plaining to a conference here

what he sees as the benign inevi-

ability of Beijing’s rising power

in the Pacific. “You should trust China,”

he says cheerily. “In 10 years, we will be
much stronger, and you will feel safer.”

This Chinese prediction did not appear
to reassure most of the several dozen Eu-
ropean and American experts gathered
for discussions last weekend. Instead,
there was a consensus, even among most
of the Chinese participants, that Beijing’s
growing military power has worried its
neighbors and led to friction with Japan,
the Philippines and Vietnam over disputed
islands and maritime rights.

“You think we are a bully,” conceded
the Chinese military expert. “We think
we are a victim.” But nobody in the room
disagreed about the reality that tensions in
the Pacific are rising — and that China and
its neighbors cannot seem to find a way out.
Which leaves the United States awkwardly
in between, trying to support traditional
allies such as Japan, without encouraging
them to take reckless moves.

It is a sign of the times that delegates
here talked openly about the danger of war
in the Pacific. That’s a big change from the
tone of similar gatherings just a few years
ago, when Chinese officials often tried
to reassure foreign experts that a rising
China wasn’t on a collision course with the
U.S. or regional powers. Now, in the East
and South China seas, the collision seems
all too possible.

Just two weeks ago, U.S. Navy Capt.
James Fanell warned at a conference in

San Diego that China had been training for
a “short, sharp war” to assert primacy over
islands claimed by Japan as the Senkaku
and by China as the Diaoyu. “I do not know
how Chinese intentions could be more
transparent,” he said, noting that Beijing’s
talk of “protection of maritime rights” was
actually “a Chinese euphemism for the co-
erced seizure of coastal rights of China’s
neighbors.”

This is the Asian real-world backdrop
for U.S. debates over military spending.
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said in
‘Washington on Monday that the Pentagon
“will continue to shift its operational focus
and forces to the Asia-Pacific.” But will
allies such as Japan and the Philippines
be bolstered by such talk at a time when
the U.S. is sharply cutting troops and war-
planes — and will potential adversaries
such as China be deterred?

The changing political-military map in
Asia formed the context for last weekend’s
meeting of the Stockholm China Forum,
an annual event sponsored by the Shang-
hai Institutes for International Studies and
the German Marshall Fund of the United
States (of which I'm a trustee). The not-for-
attribution discussions were surprisingly
frank, on all sides. But they dispelled, at
least for me, the hope that China will con-
tinue deferring to a powerful U.S. Instead,
we’re clearly entering a period of greater
Chinese assertiveness, especially in mari-
time issues.

The Shanghai discussions also highlight-
ed what’s ahead for the United States in
what strategists see as its role as “offshore
balancer” of Chinese power. America is
committed by treaty to defend Japanese
administrative control in the Senkaku

Islands; the U.S. military has plans to de-
feat any Chinese “short, sharp war” there.
But the U.S. doesn’t want to get dragged
into war over a few crags of rock, either,
so Washington is also urging caution to
Tokyo.

The Senkaku situation is tense because
Chinese coast guard vessels and planes
shadow the islands every day. This ha-
rassment has settled into a pattern whose
very predictability is one of the few stable
elements in the dispute. But given that no
diplomatic resolution is in sight, Beijing
and Tokyo need channels for crisis com-
munication — lest Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe’s analogy last month to the
run-up to World War I prove true.

In the South China Sea, China’s ambi-
tions involve what it calls the “nine-dash
line,” which vaguely asserts Chinese mari-
time claims almost to the coasts of Vietnam,
Malaysia and the Philippines. This line has
no legal foundation, in America’s view, and
even the Chinese don’t define just what the
line represents. The Philippine govern-
ment has filed an international arbitration
claim challenging the nine-dash demarca-
tion, so perhaps legal limits will be placed
on China’s maritime expansion.

When Chinese officials meet at inter-
national conferences such as the one in
Shanghai, they often talk about “win-win
cooperation.” It’s a soothing concept, and it
has become the elevator music of interna-
tional meetings. But looking at the Pacific
region, it’s hard to see any such spirit of
compromise at work.

David Ignatius is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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Why did warhead funding stay status quo?

By DoyLE McMANuUs
Los Angeles Times

he headlines on the Pentagon bud-

get unveiled by Defense Secretary

Chuck Hagel this week were all

about austerity: the smallest U.S.
Army since 1940; fewer aircraft, ships
and armored vehicles; even some modest
belt-tightening on future military pay and
benefits.

But one category of military spending
largely escaped the budget ax: nuclear
weapons.

The United States has about 1,600 long-
range nuclear weapons on active duty
— more than any other country, including
Vladimir Putin’s Russia. Under the 2010
New START treaty, the United States and
Russia agreed to reduce their arsenals to
no more than 1,550 warheads apiece by
2018. The Russians are already below the
treaty ceiling after taking missiles out of
service as part of a modernization pro-
gram. But the U.S. doesn’t appear to be in
any hurry.

Maintaining and modernizing our giant
arsenal, which, happily, seems increasingly
unlikely to ever be used, is expensive. The
Congressional Budget Office estimates that
U.S. nuclear forces will cost $355 billion
over the next 10 years. About $89 billion
of that will go to replacing aging missiles,
submarines and bombers, and those costs
will grow much larger after 2023, the CBO
warned in a recent report.

Worst of all, much of that spending is un-
necessary. Almost every expert on nuclear
‘weapons agrees that the United States has
a far larger nuclear force than it needs to
deter attacks.

Last year, for example, when President
Barack Obama proposed reducing U.S. and
Russian nuclear forces by about one-third
to 1,100 warheads each, the Joint Chiefs

of Staff embraced the idea. A year earlier,
an independent panel convened by Global
Zero, a disarmament group, concluded that
450 deployed warheads would be enough;
one of its members was a retired senator
named Chuck Hagel.

But since then, Hagel has been virtu-
ally mute about reducing nuclear arms. “If
there was ever a time to start resetting this
institution and restructuring ... it’s now,”
he said Tuesday as he pitched his budget
to a roomful of defense experts. But when
I asked him whether he still harbored the
goal of shrinking the nuclear force, he
ducked the question, saying his only goal
was to leave the military stronger than he
found it.

The reason officials don't like to talk
about reducing nuclear arsenals is simple,
and it applies in both Washington and Mos-
cow: The weapons may have a diminish-
ing role, but they are protected by political
sponsors — sometimes based on honest
disagreements over strategy, sometimes
because of the jobs they provide.

‘When Hagel came before the Senate for
confirmation last year, Republicans inter-
rogated him about his signature on the
Global Zero report; he retreated, saying
the proposal was merely “illustrative” and
that any nuclear reductions would need to
be negotiated with Russia first.

Among his critics were senators from
states where nuclear missiles are based:
Wyoming, Montana and North Dakota.

It would be easier to argue for more nu-
clear cuts if Russia were eager to join in
the reductions, but Putin rebuffed Obama’s
most recent proposal for another round of
disarmament.

“The Russians seem to have glommed
onto the idea that their status as a great
power depends on their nuclear weapons,”
said Steven Pifer, a former U.S. ambassa-
dor to Ukraine who is now at the Brookings

ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO/AP

Russian President Viadimir Putin attends
a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb

of the Unknown Soldier in Moscow on
Sunday. Putin rebuffed President Barack
Obama’s most recent proposal for
another round of nuclear disarmament.

Institution in Washington. “It’s also about
jobs. There are a lot of one-factory towns in
Russia producing military hardware, and
they’re part of Putin’s political base.”
Even so, Pifer notes, there are unilat-
eral steps the administration could take to

reduce the size and cost of the U.S. arse-
nal. For starters, some missile warheads
could be taken off active duty, to match
the Russians’ lower number and meet the
START treaty ceiling now. “It’s a revers-
ible step,” Pifer noted. “It seems to me to
be a no-brainer.”

The costliest items, though, aren’t the
nuclear warheads but the vehicles that
carry them: missiles, submarines and
bombers. Over the next 20 years, the Pen-
tagon plans to spend billions to modernize
all three legs of that nuclear triad.

“A new submarine, a new penetrating
bomber, a new ICBM — that pretty much
breaks the bank,” Pifer said.

Unless, that is, we decide to live with
fewer vehicles.

Take nuclear submarines. Sometime
after 2020, the Pentagon plans to replace
all 12 of its subs that carry nuclear weap-
ons at a cost that will probably exceed $6
billion a boat. But Pifer and others suggest
we would be just as safe with eight or nine
nuclear missile submarines.

Similar savings are available in the
planned replacements for today’s B-2 and
B-52 bombers and the Minuteman III mis-
siles in the silos of the High Plains.

It might even be possible to close one of
the country’s three nuclear missile bases,
although closing any military base is politi-
cally thorny.

So why is Hagel’s budget, for all its cost-
cutting, silent on those issues?

“It’s an argument we don’t need to have
this year,” one Pentagon official told me.
The cost of building those new subs, bomb-
ers and missiles won’t balloon until 2020 or
so. Until then, it’s a problem both sides can
ignore.

And what president wouldn’t choose to
avoid a nuclear war — even a rhetorical
one with Congress — if he could?

Doyle McManus is a Los Angeles Times columnist.

Uniform military health care could help patients, budget

By WALTER Pincus
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON
new series of critical reports
highlights the need to speed up
unification of the military servic-

s’ separate approaches to health
care, which is one of the fastest-grow-
ing budget items but still lacks common
standards for dealing with some medical
issues.

The Military Health System, which pro-
vides care to more than 9.7 million active,
retired and service-family beneficiaries
worldwide, cost $51.4 billion in fiscal 2012,
or 9.7 percent of Pentagon spending. That
was up from $19 billion in fiscal 2001, or 6
percent of spending.

The Congressional Budget Office has
projected that health spending could reach
$65 billion in fiscal 2017 and $92 billion by

Forget all that talk of jointness that grew
out of the passage of the Goldwater-Nichols
Act 28 years ago. There are still separate
surgeons general for the Army, Navy and
Air Force — at the three-star rank — each
responsible for overseeing his or her own
medical forces and health care systems.

It was nine years ago when the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office first sug-
gested that the Pentagon could “achieve
economies of scale and improve delivery
[of medical care] by combining, realigning
or otherwise changing selected support
functions.” In 2011, the GAO in a report
on reducing duplication in government
programs focused on the Defense Depart-
ment’s health care system not having a

“central command authority or single en-
tity accountable for minimizing costs and
achieving efficiencies.”

The Pentagon took a step in 2012 to
change the system, which Congress codi-
fied in the fiscal 2013 Defense Authoriza-
tion Act. Reform began with the Oct. 1,
2013, establishment of the Defense Health
Agency (DHA), headed by the undersecre-
tary of defense for personnel and readiness.
The new structure was designed to better

with service personnel injured since Sept.
11

The IG report focuses on the services’
separate standards for monitoring medica-
tions for Wounded Warriors programs and
particularly controlled substances, but it
points out there are even service differ-
ences in what’s needed for admission into
their programs.

The Army, for example, requires the sol-
dier to have had a medical condition “that
d at least six months of complex

integrate common functions
such as information technology, medical
research, facility planning, medical logis-
tics, contracting and budget management.

It is underway, but with the military
being the military, jointness doesn’t hap-
pen quickly. A Military Health Service
Governance Transition Organization had
to be created in March 2013 with its own
transition bureaucracy —an “action group,
an advisory council, along with a review
board, each with specific roles and respon-
sibilities,” according to the GAO. The orga-
nization is to oversee the process through
October 2015, when the DHA is expected
to be fully operational.

What savings are possible? Jointly imple-
menting just the facility planning — oper-
ating current medical facilities (there are
about 1,000) and constructing new ones
— through shared services could poten-
tially save $1.1 billion over six years, the
Pentagon told Congress in June.

The most recent illustration of the lack
of coordination came Friday, when the
Defense Department’s inspector general
reported that the military services have
varied policies even when dealing with
Wounded Warriors programs, which deal

medical management,” while the Marine
Corps standard was that the individual had
“to have medical conditions that demanded
treatment for more than 90 days.”

The Air Force requires an injury or ill-
ness that is combat- or hostilities-related,
requiring an unspecified amount of long-
term care and a medical evaluation board
or physical evaluation board to determine
fitness for duty. The Navy has a similar
standard.

When it comes to drugs, the IG reported
that the Army’s threshold for monitoring
an individual was someone taking “four
medications when one is a controlled sub-
stance,” while the Navy hospital at Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune in North Caro-
lina was “five controlled substances.” The
Camp Lejeune policy also had a system
for identifying “doctor shopping” — an
individual going to multiple doctors with
the same prescription to get more drugs
— while the Army has none.

The IG noted that the differences are
important when an Army wounded war-
rior requires special care at a Navy facility
“where the same level of medication over-
sight” does not exist.

The thrust of the IG report is that the
Defense Department has “not issued
overarching policy guidance to address
the risks involved in managing wounded
warriors’ multiple medications,” but a con-
sistent policy for that high-risk patient pop-
ulation will “decrease the risk of adverse
drug events and poor patient outcomes.”

On Feb. 20, the Institute of Medicine in a
report questioned the various Defense De-
partment programs dealing with psycho-
logical problems of servicemembers and
their families.

While the Defense Department-spon-
sored study was based on reviewing earlier
studies, its experts pointed out that many
programs were “not consistently based on
evidence” and “are evaluated infrequently
or inadequately.” The study also points to
the multiplicity of programs, noting, for
example, that “each military service and
the Office of the Secretary of Defense ad-
minister dozens of family-focused preven-
tion programs,” but “a more coordinated,
comprehensive and systematic approach is
needed.”

On Wednesday, the House Armed Ser-
vices subcommittee on military personnel
is scheduled to look into how the Defense
Health Agency effort at jointness is mov-
ing ahead. Its director, Lt. Gen. Douglas
Robb, and Jonathan Woodson, assistant
secretary of defense for health affairs, will
appear.

Joining them will be the GAO’s Brenda
Farrell, whose agency has been critical of
how the reforms are working.

Walter Pincus reports on intelligence, defense
and foreign policy for The Washington Post and
writes the Fine Print column.
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Infected rat
blamed for
boy’s death
in lawsuit

By JuLiE WaTsoN
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — The death of a
10-year-old San Diego boy from a
bacterial infection he reportedly
got from his pet rat prompted his
family to sue retailer Petco, say-
ing they want to raise awareness
among parents.

Attorney John Gomez told The
Associated Press on Tuesday that
his firm filed the lawsuit Monday
in San Diego County seeking an
unspecified amount for the suf-
fering endured by the Pankey
family, whose son, Aidan, died
June 12, 2013, hours after he was
rushed to the hospital with severe
stomach pains.

The San Diego County medical
examiner’s office ruled that the
cause of death was streptobacil-
lus moniliformis infection, com-
monly known as rat-bite fever,
after exposure to an infected rat.

Gomez said the Pankey fam-
ily was not giving interviews, but
they are devastated by the death.

“It’s a means to ensure this
doesn’t happen again,” Gomez

CouRTESY OF THE PANKEY FAMILY/AP

Aidan Pankey carries one of his pet rats on his shoulder as he gets
ready for a bike ride. His family claims he died in July 2013 from
rat-bite fever contracted from a male rat purchased from Petco.

By CHANNING JOSEPH
AND MARTHA MENDOZA
The Associated Press

KING CITY, Calif. — One-third
of a central California town’s po-
lice force was taken off duty after
several officers were arrested in a
scheme to take for themselves the
impounded cars of some poor His-
panic residents, authorities said.

Inthe scheme, vehicles were im-
pounded and towed, and when the
car owners couldn’t pay the fees,
the vehicles were sold or given
away for free to some officers,
Monterey County District Attor-
ney Dean Flippo said Tuesday.

Four King City officers — in-
cluding the recently retired police
chief and the acting chief — have
been arrested in the scheme, and
two others were also arrested
Tuesday on unrelated charges,
Flippo said. The officers have
been placed on paid administra-
tive leave, KSBW-TV reported.

“There has been a significant
breakdown in the internal leader-
ship of the King City Police De-
partment,” Flippo said. “It also
appears to me that some officers

said of the lawsuit. “Apparently
there was some breakdown in
procedures. They want tighter
controls.”

According to the lawsuit, the
rat appeared safe. But the lawsuit
says Petco should have known
about the rodent’s health and did
not adequately test for the dis-
ease. It also says that negligence
led to the boy’s death, which has
caused his parents, Andrew Pan-
key and Vanessa Sauer, emotional
and economic hardship, and that
the retailer did not post adequate
warnings about the potential
risks, especially for children.

Petco Animal Supplies Inc. said
it is “in the process of investigat-
ing these claims and will respond

appropriately when we have more
information.”

“We are deeply saddened by
the Pankey family’s tragic loss,”
Petco said in a statement. “The
health and safety of people and
pets is always a top priority, and
we take the family’s concerns
very seriously.”

The boy’s grandmother pur-
chased the male rat, which Aidan
named Alex, because her only
grandson wanted a mate for his
female rat, Gomez said. The boy
took the rat home May 27, 2013,
and woke up the night of June 11
in severe pain with a fever. He was
pale, lethargic and could barely
walk, according to the lawsuit. He
died at 1:09 a.m. the next day.

“He was a bright, energetic,
friendly, happy kid who actually
had a prior rat, who was a female,
and he had this idea in his young
head of having his female rat get
married,” Gomez said.

The lawsuit was not filed until
now because attorneys were
awaiting the lab results from the
federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol, which tested the rat to con-
firm it was infected, Gomez said.
The agency could not immediate-
ly confirm the results Tuesday.

According to the CDC, people
can contract rat-bite fever from
bites or scratches from infected
rodents, such as rats, mice and
gerbils, or even just by handling
an animal with the disease.

have dishonored their badge.”

The six officers account for
more than a third of the 17-mem-
ber force in the agricultural town
of 13,000 people about 150 miles
southeast of San Francisco.

Early Tuesday morning, teams
from the Monterey County sher-
iff’s office, the FBI, the Salinas
Police Department and the dis-
trict attorney’s bureau of inves-
tigation arrested the officers
after a monthslong investigation.
It began as a response to com-
plaints by residents of corruption
and criminal acts within the de-
partment dating back at least 3%z
years, Flippo said.

The probe revealed that the
scheme focused on poor Hispanic

alif. town cops
led to car thefts

residents — including many who
don’t speak English. More than
200 vehicles had been impound-
ed, Flippo said, and 87 percent
had been taken in by the same
towing company.

In some cases, authorities said,
officers simply kept the cars for
their own use.

The four officers tied to the
alleged car theft scheme have
each been charged with bribery,
accepting a bribe or embezzle-
ment. They are Sgt. Bobby Javier
Carrillo, Acting Chief Bruce Ed-
ward Miller, former Chief Domi-
nic David Baldiviez and Mario
Alonso Mottu Sr.

Brian Albert Miller, the opera-
tor of the towing company who
is also the brother of the acting
chief, has also been arrested in
the case.

The other two officers arrested
Tuesday are facing charges unre-
lated to the scheme. Officer Jaime
Andrade was accused of posses-
sion of an assault weapon and il-
legal storage of a firearm, and
Officer Mark Allen Baker was
arrested on suspicion of criminal
threats.

Investigators said Carrillo was
the car scheme’s ring leader and
that for every 10 to 15 vehicles he
impounded, he would receive one
free vehicle to keep or sell.

Authorities said Carrillo gave
one of those vehicles to Bruce
Miller, who was then a police
captain and has been charged
with accepting a bribe, the Sali-
nas Californian reported.

Authorities also say Baldiviez
gave Mottu a 2001 Ford Crown
Victoria patrol car belonging to
King City or the King City Police
Explorers, the newspaper said.

All seven of those arrested
were bailed out of jail within
hours, KSBW reported.

Confused Japanese tourists trigger police pursuit

By Brapy Mccomss
The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — The first night in the
United States for a family of Japanese tour-
ists ended with the parents being pulled from
their rental car at gunpoint with their young
son watching after their confusion about
American traffic laws set off a high-speed
pursuit in southern Utah.

The pursuit began at 1 a.m. Saturday on
Interstate 1S near the Utah-Arizona border
‘when the couple’s car was spotted going just
37 mph and swerving between lanes, said Lt.
Brad Horne, Utah Highway Patrol’s DUT unit
commander.

More than a dozen patrolmen were work-
ing the area in a special DUI operation, and
Horne said he figured the car was being driv-
en by a drunken driver. Horne turned on his
lights and siren to pull the car over.

Instead of pulling over, the driver sped up
to 75 mph and began driving erratically, he
said. Her speeds fluctuated between 40 and
75 mph as she weaved across lanes and into
the shoulder.

Soon, there were three patrol cars in pur-
suit with other officers closing highway of-
framps and setting tire spikes miles ahead,
Horne said.

“It was literally red and blue lights in every
direction,” Horne said.

The couple’s car skidded to a stop about 7
miles north of where the pursuit began after
three of the tires deflated after hitting the
spikes.

A patrolmen bellowed commands from
a loudspeaker in his patrol car, telling the
couple to exit and walk backward. Both direc-
tions of I-15 were closed as officers prepared
to encounter hardened criminals.

Instead, a Japanese woman in her early 40s
emerged.

“She would walk forward, backward, spin
around — obviously she had no clue what we
wanted her to do,” Horne said.

Still bracing for the worst, officers ap-
proached the car with guns drawn and pulled
the woman and a man from the car. That’s
when they saw the couple’s 7-year-old son in
the backseat and realized the family didn’t
speak English.

The boy was crying, and the parents ap-
peared nervous and confused, Horne said.

“I think they were terrified,” he said.

Realizing they were dealing with language
and cultural barriers, and not a drunken driv-
er or fugitive, officers changed their strat-
egy, Horne said. One officer consoled the boy
and reunited him with his parents as others
worked to get a Japanese-speaking officer on
the phone.

They found one in northern Utah who spoke
to the couple and learned they had arrived
from Japan on Friday morning and rented a
car to drive from California to Bryce Canyon
in southern Utah.

The woman said she had no idea what she
was supposed to do when the patrolman put
on his lights and siren, so she sped up to get
out of the way. She kept apologizing for crash-
ing the car, not realizing they ran over tire
spikes, Horne said. Patrolmen took the family
to a motel and wished them safe travels.

Nobody was hurt and no cars damaged
other than the flat tires, he said. Authorities
don’t plan to pursue charges.

Store mistake leads
to $10M jackpot win

DEPEW, N.Y. — A convenience
store clerk’s mistake has paid off
in a big way for a western New
York man.

Jerry Kajfasz, 53, of Lancaster
won a $10 million jackpot from
a $20 scratch-off ticket he pur-
chased last month at a suburban
Buffalo store.

He said he bought seven
scratch-off tickets but the clerk
nearly handed him an eighth one
costing $20. Kajfasz caught the
mistake and handed it back.

After winning a total of $25
from the tickets, he went back
inside the store and used the
winnings to buy the same $20
scratch-off ticket the clerk had al-
most given to him by mistake.

That Win for Life Spectacu-
lar ticket wound up being a win-
ner with a guaranteed minimum
jackpot of $10 million. Kajfasz
has already quit his printing job.

From The Associated Press
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‘El Chapo’ unlikely to be leaving Mexico soon

The Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman appears set to re-
main in Mexico’s highest-security
prison for the foreseeable future,
as the government puts off U.S.
extradition in a move that could
bolster President Enrique Pena
Nieto’s nationalist credentials but
also shine a spotlight on the coun-
try’s woeful judicial system.

Experts say Pena Nieto’s ad-
ministration and those of his pre-
decessors have proven unable to
match headline-grabbing arrests
like Guzman’s with complex,
long-term investigations and pros-
ecutions of deep-rooted criminal
networks. Cases have stalled and
cartels have continued to operate.
Last year, one of Guzman’s clos-
est allies walked out of the prison
where the U.S. said he was run-
ning drugs from behind bars.

The Mexican government says
there is no way Guzman will re-

peat the 2001 escape that let him
roam western Mexico for 13 years
as he moved billions of dollars of
cocaine, methamphetamine and
heroin around the world. Authori-
ties here say they want to be the
first to interrogate Guzman, and
use the information to dismantle
his Sinaloa cartel, a multibillion-
dollar enterprise that dominates
drug trafficking in much of Mexi-
co and stretches into 54 countries.

Two federal judges ruled
Tuesday that Guzman will have
to stand trial on separate drug-
trafficking and organized-crime
charges in Mexico. Pena Nieto’s
administration said the man
widely considered the world’s
most-powerful drug lord until his
capture Saturday will face at least
six other pending criminal cases
before it even considers extradit-
ing him to the U.S.

Experts on both sides of the
border warned that keeping Guz-

man in Mexican hands could
squander the opportunity to ex-
ploit his unparalleled knowledge
of the country’s biggest drug car-
tel. U.S. prosecutors have proven
far more capable of offering cap-
tured drug lords the incentives to
cooperate with law enforcement,
experts said.

U.S. officials routinely use fam-
ily members as tools to pressure
defendants into giving up infor-
mation, granting visas to relatives
of cooperative prisoners while
threatening to leave loved ones
penniless by freezing assets of
drug lords who refuse to play ball.

Mexican authorities arrested
Guzman, 56, along with his 20-
something wife and twin toddlers,
but let her go because there were
no charges pending against her.
Observers called it a staggering
missed opportunity that wouldn’t
have occurred in the U.S.

PGR (Mexico’s ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE)/AP

Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman opens his mouth for a DNA test to
confirm his identify, after his detention in Mexico City on Saturday.

Pope greets mini-pope

Daniele De Sanctis, 19 months, dressed up as a pope, is handed to Pope Francis during his weekly

general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican on Wednesday. Francis kissed the

L’'OsservaTORE RomaNo/AP

child as the new

must-have Mardi Gras, or Carnival, costume made its debut. During Carnival in Haly, children often go to

school and spend thei

Daniele’s mother, Paola Ciabattini, said she

tiessedhersonasapopemademonsiratlonufaﬂechnnhwardsPopeFrancls.

Russian exercises set
amid Ukraine tensions

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — President Vladi-
mir Putin on Wednesday ordered
massive exercises involving most
military units in western Russia
amid tensions in Ukraine.

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu
said in a televised statement
made at a meeting of top military
brass in Moscow that the exercise
is intended to “checks the troops’
readiness for action in crisis situ-
ations that threaten the nation’s
military security.”

In remarks carried by Rus-
sian news agencies, Shoigu said
that the maneuvers involve some
150,000 troops, 880 tanks, 90 air-
craft and 80 navy ships.

He said the exercise is un-
related to the developments in
Ukraine, where tensions remain
high following the toppling of
Russia-backed President Viktor
Yanukovych.

But Shoigu added that the ex-
ercise will be held near Russian
borders, including the border
with Ukraine. He also said, ac-
cording to Russian news reports,
that his ministry will take steps

to strengthen security of the fa-
cilities of the Russian Black Sea
Fleet in Ukraine’s Crimean Pen-
insula, without elaborating.

The maneuvers follow a series
of war games Russia has held
recently.

In July, a military exercise in
Siberia and the far eastern region
involved 160,000 troops and about
5,000 tanks and other armored
vehicles along with the air force
and the navy.

Shoigu said the maneuvers will
start Friday and will last four
days. The exercise will involve
ships of the Baltic and the North-
ern Fleets and the air force.

Russia has questioned the le-
gitimacy of the new Ukrainian
authorities and accused them of
failing to control radicals who
threaten the Russia-speaking
population in Ukraine’s east and
south.

A senior Russian lawmaker on
Tuesday told pro-Russia activ-
ists in Crimea that Moscow will
protect them if their lives are in
danger.

Report: Syrian army Kills 175 rebels in attack near Damascus

The Associated Press

BEIRUT — Syrian army
troops killed 175 rebels in an
ambush Wednesday south of Da-
mascus, state media reported, a
major attack targeting mostly al-
Qaida-linked fighters as part of a
government effort to secure the
capital.

The dawn attack by President
Bashar Assad’s forces in the op-
position-held area of eastern Gh-
outa likely will push rebel groups

against hisrule further away from
Damascus, his seat of power. The
capital’s suburbs have been op-
position strongholds since March
2011, when the revolt against the
ruling family began.

If confirmed, it would be one of
the deadliest attacks by govern-
ment forces against rebels in the
area.

Syrian state news agency SANA
quoted a field commander in the
eastern Ghouta area saying most
of rebels killed in the assault near

Oteibah lake southeast of Da-
mascus belonged to the al-Qaida-
linked Nusra Front rebel group.
The report said several of those
killed were foreign fighters who
came to Syria from Saudi Arabia,
Chechnya and Qatar to fight.

SANA said the army’s opera-
tion dealt “a smashing blow to
terrorists,” a term Syrian state
media uses for rebels.

SANA posted several photo-
graphs on its website showing doz-
ens of bodies of men lying in a dirt

track of an open field, some wear-
ing fatigues, but most wearing ci-
vilian clothes. Some appeared to
have been carrying bags of clothes
and bottles of water which were
scattered on the ground, suggest-
ing they were moving locations
‘when they were ambushed.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights also
reported the killings, saying that
70 rebels were killed in Wednes-
day’s assault.

The Observatory, which has

been documenting Syria’s nearly
3-year-old conflict by relying on
activists’ reports on the ground,
says the number of those killed
likely will rise because 89 rebels
have been reported missing.

An army colonel told Al-Maya-
deen that his troops acted on intel-
ligence and the rebels lost “more
than 150 men” in the assault. Syr-
ian army tanks and armored per-
sonnel carriers were seen in the
broadcast as were soldiers patrol-
ling on foot.
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Car repossession leads
to chase, shooting
K ANTHONY — A south-
central Kansas man is
jailed after he allegedly chased
people repossessing his car, then
shot at the vehicle, forced it off
the road and hit the man who was
seizing the car.

Police said an employee of
Xpress Recovery of Wichita re-
possessed the car from a home
near Anthony Monday. The car’s
owner allegedly followed the ve-
hicle, rammed it several times
and forced it off the road. The
man and a juvenile then alleg-
edly shot at the car’s windshield,
pulled the driver out and hit him
with a gun.

The driver
injuries.

suffered minor

Google Glass sparks

altercation at bar

c SAN FRANCISCO —
San Francisco po-

lice are trying to identify three

suspects in an altercation over

Google’s new Internet-connected,
head-mounted computer at a city

ar.
Police spokesman Albie Espar-
za said a woman told investigators
the suspects thought she was re-
cording them with Google Glass
while she was at the bar in the
city’s Haight-Ashbury neighbor-
hood around 1:45 a.m. Saturday.
One of them allegedly took the
glass and ran off. The woman said
she was able to retrieve it, but her
purse and cellphone were stolen.

Proposal to raise speed
limits clears Senate

I BOISE — A bid to in-

crease speed limits on
Idaho roads raced to a victory
on the Senate floor, as lawmak-
ers voted 30-4 to send it on to the
House.

Legal speeds would jump from
75 to 80 mph on the interstate and
from 65 to 70 mph on state high-
ways, if Idaho Transportation
Department signs off.

Sen. Bart Davis, an Idaho Falls
Republican and the bill’s spon-
sor, denied being motivated by
a personal desire to step on the
gas, telling senators he typlcally
drives “like an old man.”

Man accused of using
toddler as shield
c GREELEY — An al-
leged gang member
is accused of using a toddler as
a shield during a standoff with
Greeley police, according to court
documents.

The standoff happened Satur-
day at the apartment of Michael
Mendez’s ex-wife. According to
anarrest affidavit, the 31-year-old
broke into the apartment through
abalcony door on Feb. 7, punched
her and grabbed a 10-inch kitchen
knife, and said “ ... they will have
to take me out before I go back to
jail,” The Tribune reported. Po-
lice returned to the apartment the
next day to follow up and learned
Mendez was in a bedroom where
three children were sleeping.

When they entered, police
found Mendez holding an 18-

THE CENSUS

100

The number of years beloved F
ke marked its 100th anniversary Tuesday with — what else? — birthday kake. Employees
also planned 100 deliveries of tasty sweets to charities and first responders throughout the
city. In addition, the snack company introduced a limited edition Birthday Kake Cupcake.

ia bakery

has been in business. Tastyka-

The number of whales spotted during a 15-minute weekend counting period. About 900 vol-
unteers collected data for the count, coordinated by the Hawaiian Island Humpback Whale Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary. Sanctuary programs administrator Fiona Langenberger said a total of 297
whales were seen during the 9:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. period. She said that was the most of any time
period during Saturday’s count, involving 58 sites reporting data.

The event at Piazza on the Mall was

JerF WHEELER, (MINNEAPOLIS) STAR TRIBUNE/AP

Yoga enthusiasts brave snow for ‘snowga’

A couple dozen hardy souls braved temperaiures in the l:eens to pmctloe yoga in the snow this week on the Nicollet Mall in Minneapolis.
to draw

show that we're a healthy and happy community,” said Yess Yoga owner Lucia Yess, who led the practice.

month-child in one hand and a
window frame with broken glass
in the other. According to the af-
fidavit, Mendez demanded that
police shoot and kill him and held
the window frame near the child’s
head.

A negotiator was able to get
him to drop the glass and then of-
ficers grabbed the child. The tod-
dler suffered minor injuries.

Cold weather delaying
start of maple season
c HEBRON — The polar

vortex has some Con-
necticut maple syrup producers
vexed.

The maple syrup season, nor-
mally well underway in Con-
necticut by now, has been delayed
as colder than normal daytime
temperatures in January and
February have kept the sap from
running in the sugar maples.

Many producers didn’t start
tapping trees until this past week-
end, when daytime temperatures

allowed the sap to flow.

Mark Harron, the president of
the Maple Syrup Producers As-
sociation of Connecticut, said the
usual six-to-eight week season
may only last a month this year.

Spelling bee hits snag,
runs out of words
M KANSAS CITY —
After 19 rounds in a
Missouri county’s annual spelling
bee over the weekend, only two of
the 25 contestants who started
the competition remained.

Several hours and 47 rounds
later, an 11-year-old and her 13-
year-old adversary had used up
all of the available words, forcing
organizers of the Jackson County
Spelling Bee to temporarily halt
the showdown.

“It was legendary,” said Mary
Olive Thompson, a library out-
reach manager and co-coordina-
tor of the Saturday spelling bee.

Sophia Hoffman, a fifth-grader
at Highland Park Elementary

School in the Kansas City sub-
urb of Lee’s Summit, and Kush
Sharma, a seventh-grader at
Frontier School of Innovation
in Kansas City, buzzed through
the list of words provided by the
Scripps National Spelling Bee.
Then they ran through a list of
about 20 additional words bee
officials picked out of their Mer-
riam-Webster’s 11th Edition dur-
ing the lunch break, The Kansas
City Star reported.

But bee officials decided not
to pull more words from the dic-
tionary because they worried it
wouldn’t be fair.

Plus, Thompson said, at “about
2 o’clock, I think we were all re-
ally tired.”

Saturday’s competition went 66
rounds, she said, while last year’s
bee ended after only 21.

“Scherzo,” “fantoccini” and
“intaglio” were among the words
Kush correctly spelled in the
late rounds, while Sophia nailed
words such as “schadenfreude,
“mahout” and “barukhzy.”

Heart Month. “We did it to get people to move outside and

Man gets prison

for graveyard thefts

N E COLUMBUS — A Co-
lumbus man who was

called a grave robber for stealing

ornamental vases and military

veterans’ nameplates from local

cemeteries has been given up to

eight years in prison.

Steven Bequette was sentenced
last week in Platte County Dis-
trict Court, the Columbus Tele-
gram said.

Online court records say Be-
quette had pleaded no contest to
drug possession and to attempted
theft after making a deal with
prosecutors, who lowered the
theft charge.

At least 40 families were vic-
timized by the graveyard thefts at
Roselawn, All Saints and Colum-
bus cemeteries. Court documents
say the vases and grave markers
were valued at $10,125.

Bequette asked the judge for
probation and a chance to pay
restitution.

From wire reports
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No Oscar nom needed

For Whitaker, acting about the craft, not awards

By JoNATHAN LANDRUM JR.
The Associated Press

orest Whitaker isn’t bothered by being

one of the season’s biggest Oscar snubs.
Although he’s won an Academy Award
and a Golden Globe, it’s always been
about the craft for the veteran actor. Repeated
comments that he deserved a nomination for his
leading role in “Lee Daniels’ The Butler” and for
“Fruitvale Station,” which he co-produced, just

ethnicity or different culture,” Whitaker said. “So
T've been lucky.”

There’s no question Whitaker’s characters have
been diverse — from his assassin in 2000’s “Ghost
Dog: The Way of the Samurai” to his Oscar-win-
ning portrayal of Ugandan dictator Idi Amin in
2006’s “The Last King of Scotland.”

Whitaker took on a new challenge in “Re-

roll off him.

“T’'ve been doing this for years and my goal is
purely to expand the human experience, to ex-
pand myself and connection with other people,”
he said. ... “It’s always nice when people celebrate
me or my work. But that’s not my real marker. It’s
seems to be more of a marker for others.”

Sure, Whitaker was disappointed that “Fruit-
vale Station” wasn’t among the nine Oscar nomi-
nees for best picture. But he ultimately felt the film
didn’t need a nomination or an award to validate
its success. It was “beautifully done,” he says.

“It was some great performances, and I think
people did acknowledge my work,” he said. “As far
as nominations, you really just can’t allow your-

self to get caught up.”

“The Butler,” “Fruitvale Station,” “Mandela:
Long Walk to Freedom” and nine-time nominee
“12 Years a Slave” were among last year’s ac-
claimed films about black racial struggles.

While gratified with Hollywood’s attention to
these issues, Whitaker is hopeful black actors will
also be cast in more natural, colorblind roles in
films that go beyond a racial theme or ethnic mar-

keting strategy.

“In my career, probably maybe 80 percent of
the time, I've been playing characters that had no

Actor Forest Whitaker isn’t up for an Oscar this year, but he says he
doesn’t mind. “My goal is purely to expand the human experience,
to expand myself and connection with other people,” Whitaker says.

tual adviser, then takes him hostage.

It’s also one of Whitaker’s darkest roles — a
“new territory,” as he calls it. To prepare, Whita-
ker talked with mental patients.

According to cast mates, Whitaker made it seem
easy. “He was very focused and specific,” said Ni-
cole Ari Parker, who plays Whitaker’s wife. “It
was almost easy to be in a scene with him because
he was so powerful. ... It was wonderful.”

The story is based on Philippe Caland’s 2012
film “The Guru and the Gypsy,”
which featured a cast of mostly
white characters. But Whitaker
wanted to remake the movie

with an all-black cast. The
movie also stars Anthony
Mackie, Sanaa Lathan
and Mike Epps.

“I thought it was a
brilliant idea,” said
Caland. “It allowed
my film to be its own
project that became
bigger. He helped
reinvent my movie
rather than remake
it.”

MarT Savies, INvision/AP

Soundgarden will play March 13
at the iTunes Music Festival.

Soundgarden signs on
to iTunes fest at SXSW

Soundgarden will celebrate the
20th anniversary of its landmark
album “Superunknown” at South
By Southwest.

The Seattle grunge rockers
will play “Superunknown” front
to back for the first time March
13 when they headline the third
night of the iTunes Festival in
Austin, Texas.

The band recently announced
plans for a multi-disc reissue of
“Superunknown” on June 3. The
multiplatinum album included
the Grammy Award-winning hits
“Black Hole Sun” and “Spoon-
man” and debuted at No. 1 on the
Billboard 200.

From The Associated Press

pentance,” a psychological thriller opening l’
stateside Friday. He plays bipolar Angel San-
chez, who seeks private treatment from a spiri- .

As I Lay Dying singer admits seeking wife’s murder

The Associated Press

The lead singer of Grammy-nominated
metal band As I Lay Dying pleaded guilty
Tuesday to trying to hire someone to kill his
estranged wife.

Timothy Lambesis, 32, remains free on
$2 million bond until he is sentenced May 2
on one count of solicitation of murder in Vista
Superior Court, north of San Diego.

Lambesis was recorded
telling an undercover agent
that he wanted his wife
killed, according to prosecu-
tors. The investigation began
last April after Lambesis al-
legedly told a personal train-
er at his gym that he wanted
to get rid of his wife.

The undercover agent,
San Diego County Sheriff’s Officer Howard
Bradley, testified last year that Lambesis
met him at an Oceanside bookstore in May
and said he wanted his wife “gone.”

Bradley said he asked Lambesis directly
if he wanted his wife killed, and the singer
replied, “Yes, I do.”

Lambesis said his wife, Meggan Lambe-
sis, had restricted his visits with their three
adopted children after they separated in
September 2012, Bradley testified at a pre-
liminary hearing. The singer also told the
agent that he was angry that Meggan Lambe-
sis would get a large share of his income in a
divorce settlement.

Lambesis

Bradley said Lambesis told him at the end
of their meeting, “Just to clarify, just so you
know, I do want her dead.”

AsILay Dying formed in San Diegoin 2000
and has released six albums, including 2007’s
“An Ocean Between Us,” which reached No.
8 on Billboard’s charts. A single from the
album, “Nothing Left,” was nominated for a
Grammy for top metal performance.

Meyers’ ratings top Fallon’s
‘Late Night’ debut

Nielsen says Seth Meyers is off to a good
start hosting NBC’s “Late Night.”

The premiere of “Late Night with Seth
Meyers” averaged 3.4 million viewers in
“fast official” ratings from Nielsen. NBC
says that’s the biggest audience for a Monday
“Late Night” in nine years. The network says
it also beat the 2009 debut of “Late Night
with Jimmy Fallon” by more than a half-mil-
lion viewers.

Fallon began last week as host of “The To-
night Show.” On Monday, he drew 6.3 million
viewers. That’s the largest Monday audience
for “Tonight” in four years, when Jay Leno
returned as host to replace Conan O’Brien.

BBC drama ‘Ripper Street’
rescued in Amazon deal

“Ripper Street” has been rescued.
The Victorian detective drama was can-

celed by the BBC earlier this year after two
seasons because of poor ratings. But after an
online campaign by fans, it is returning for a
third series through a deal between the Brit-
ish broadcaster and online retailer Amazon.

Filming begins in May on the new series,
which will be shown first on Amazon’s Prime
Instant Video service, before airing on BBC
television.

Matthew Macfadyen and Jerome Flynn
return as 19th-century police fighting crime
in the sordid streets of London’s East End.

Other news

® Paula Deen’s comeback trail is leading
her to the Smoky Mountains of east Tennes-
see. The controversial Savannah, Ga.-based
celebrity cook announced Wednesday she’s
opening a new restaurant, Paula Deen’s
Kitchen, in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. A hub for
tourists visiting the Dollywood theme park
and the nearby Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park, Pigeon Forge draws about 10
million vacationers a year.

® Paco de Lucia, one of the world’s great-
est guitarists who dazzled audiences with
his lightning-speed flamenco rhythms and
finger work, has died in Mexico, Spanish of-
ficials said Wednesday. He was 66.

W Police near Atlanta say they’ve decided
not to charge Terrance Johnson, a driver for
Justin Bieber, with any crimes after a pho-
tographer said his camera was stolen during
a confrontation with the singer’s entourage.
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Taco Bell enters breakfast market

By Canpice CHor
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Egg McMuffin,
meet the Waffle Taco.

Taco Bell is readying for the
launch of its national breakfast
menu on March 27, withitems such
as the A.M. Crunchwrap designed
to appeal to its fan base of younger
men. And the chain says breakfast
will be available until 11 am. —a
half-hour later than McDonald’s
offers its Egg McMuffins.

“We can turn the breakfast con-
versation into a two-horse race,”
Taco Bell President Brian Niccol
said in an interview, noting that
Taco Bell intends to be a “strong
No. 2” after McDonald’s.

McDonald’s has long been the
fast-food leader in the mornings,
with its popular Sausage Biscuits,
Hotcakes and other items pulling
in roughly 20 percent of the com-
pany’s U.S. sales. But the chain
has been facing stiffer competi-
tion over the years, with places
such as Starbucks and Subway
looking for a piece of the growing

WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

KAZAKHSTAN  Manas

breakfast business.

On March 4, for instance, Star-
bucks also plans toroll out new and
revamped breakfast sandwiches,
including a croissant sandwich
with ham, cheese and egg.

It’s not clear how Taco Bell’s
entry into breakfast will alter the
fast-food landscape. Last year, an
executive with Taco Bell’s parent

which

includes scrambled
eggs, sausage and a side of
syrup, was the top seller during
breakfast hours at the five Taco
Bell restaurants where they
were tested earlier this year.
Taco BewL/AP
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company Yum Brands said that
breakfast accounted for about 4
percent of sales in locations where
it was tested. But that was before
the chain put its full marketing
might behind the menu, he noted.
McDonald’s, which has more
than 14,000 U.S. locations, has
also said it plans to step up its
marketing of breakfast this year
as new players enter the space.
Separately, the president of
McDonald’s USA, Jeff
Stratton, also told the As-
sociated Press that the
chain is in the early
stages of looking at
whether it can extend
its breakfast hours.
Stratton noted that
cutting off breakfast on
the weekends at 10:30
a.m. “doesn’t go very well”
with people in their 20s and
30s in particular. Still, figuring
out how to serve both breakfast
and lunch poses an operational
challenge given the limited kitch-
en space in restaurants.
In the meantime, Kevin Newell,

HER OUTLOOK
WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE
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U.S. brand and strategy officer
for McDonald’s, seemed unfazed
in an interview late last week by
Taco Bell’s breakfast plans.

“I think they’re going to find
that going into the breakfast
business is not like what they’re
accustomed to, in terms of mar-
keting,” Newell said.

The breakfast menus of the two
chains only have one main offer-
ing that seems to go head-to-head,
a sausage and egg burrito.
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Military rates
Euro costs (Feb. 27

Japanese yen (Fel
South Korean won (Feb 27).
Commercial rates.

0...
Hong Kong (Doliar)
Hungary (Forint)
Israel (Shekel)
Japan (Yen).

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netheriands and the United Kingdom, For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dolfars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
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Anchorage @ 3% ddy Colmbus.Ca 55 28 G Greensboro,NC. 50 23 Oh Midand-odessa €5 45 PCMy Reno 5 35 Rain Tallahassee 60 29  pCldy
Asheville 46 18 Cir Columbus,Ohio 18 3 Snow Harrisburg 27 6 cldy Miwau 6 -8 cir Richmond 8 17 cir 6 47 Rain
Atlanta 49 28 Clr Concord,N.H. 24 6  Cldy HartfordSpgfid 27 8  Cldy Mpls-StPaul 0 13 Cir Roanoke 4 16 Cir Toledo 1310 cCidy
Atlantic City 8 9 Clr CorpusChristi 56 50  Cldy Helena 39 10 Snow Missoula 32 27 Rain Rochester 18 2 Snow Topeka 27 20 clr
Austin 55 42 PCldy Dallas-Ft. Worth 56 42 CIr  Honolulu 80 66 Clr  Mobile 55 30 Clr  Rockford 4 -11 Clr  Tucson 77 54 PCldy
Baltimore 37 12 pCldy Dayton 18 3 Snow Houston 59 44 cldy Montgomery 49 27 Cir Sacramento 65 50  Rain Tulsa 45 33 cir
BatonRouge 55 33 Clr DaytonaBeach 62 43  Rain Huntsville a7 21 cir Nashville 39 16 CIr  StLouis 2 11 cIr Tupelo a7 2 clr
Billings 32 10 Snow Denver 56 30  Cldy Indianapolis 1 3 Clr NewOrleans 53 39  PCldy StPetersburg 63 52  Rain Waco 57 42 clr
Birmingham 45 25 CIr  Des Moines 4 -1 Clr  Jackson, Miss. 54 28 Clr  New York 29 10 Cl 86 74 PCldy Washington 39 14 Cir
Bismarck 6 -8 CIr  Detroit 15 -8 cldy Jacksonville 61 37 cldy Newark 32 09 Cir  Salem, Ore. 51 41 Rain W.PamBeach 80 58  Rain
Boise 53 34 Rain Duluth 2 16 cir Juneau 8 19 cir Norfolk, Va. 3 24 Cir SaltlakeCity ~ 57 37  Rain Wichita 39 29 pCldy
oston 28 13 pCidy ElPaso 75 46 Cir Kansas City % 18 CIr North Platte 25 15 pCldy SanAngelo 58 43 PCidy WichitaFalls 58 44  PCldy
Bridgeport 3 10 Cldy Elkins 20 1 snow KeyWest 79 68 Rain OklahomaCity 53 40  PCidy SanAntonio 57 46 Cldy Wilkes-Barre 23 2 Snow
Brownsville 5 53 Cldy Erie 14 0 Snow Knoxville 2 20 Clr  omah: n o7 Cir SanDiego 66 57  Rain Wilmington,Del. 35 10 clr
Buffalo 15 2  Snow Eu 54 40  Rain LakeCharles 55 39  PCldy Orlando 6 46  Rain Sanfrancisco 62 51  Rain Yakima s 31 cidy
Burlington,Vt. 20 0  Snow Evansville 24 11 cir Lansing 11 41 Cldy Paducah 31 16 cir San Jose 62 51 Rain Youngstown 1 snow
Caribou,Maine 17 0  Cldy Fairbanks 3 4 CIr  Las Vegas 6 51 cir Pendieton a0 34 cldy SantaFe 61 32  Cidy  National temperature extremes
asper 46 19 Cldy Fargo 0 -13 Clr  Lexington 28 10 Clr eoria 8 -2 CIr St Ste Marie 1 17 Snow  Hi: Tues., 87, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.;
Charleston,S.C. 60 34 Cir  Flagstaff 50 30  Rain Lincoin 15 1 CIr Philadelphia 34 11 Cir Savannah 61 33 Cir - Pompano Beach, Fla.; West Kendall, Fla.
Charleston, Wa. 32 8 CIr  Flint 10 11 Cir  Little Rock 50 28 CIr - Phoenix 79 57 pCidy Seattle 51 43 cldy Lo: Tues.,-27, Longuille, Minn.; Foss-
Charlotte,N.C. 54 24 CIr FortSmith 5129 Gl Los Angeles 6 56 Rain Pittsburgh 17 2 Cldy Shreveport 5 35 cir ton, Minn.
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The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market
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Attorneys

178

Transportation

US & German Attorneys
US & German Divorces - Employment.
Wills and Probate - Support Issues

Contractor

Issues —

»
99-2069-0

EUROPE'S PREMIER
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM

« International Shipping
« Import & Export

< Inland trucking (U.S. & Furope)

= Door to door pick-up/delivery service

VEHICLE
SHIPPING SERVICES

= Customs clearance
« All Risk Marine Insurance
= Auto Insurance (Germany only)

GERMANY

+49-6134-2592730
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only)
: el

For Further Information Please Contact
UNITED KINGDOM

+44-117 9381919
0800-7839351 (UK only)

USA
+1-972-602-1670
+1-800-264-8167 (US only)

o.uk

infoatgal.us

servicemembers

Heilbronner Strasse 150,
70191 Stuttgart, Germany

www.militarylawfirm.eu

Phone in Germany: 0711 490 04320

COURT & CARPENTER
Over 45 years defending

Dental

902

American
re

Dental

Services Offered:
Family Dentistry
Certified Orthodontics
Periodontal Maintenan:
Implant Surgery

Root Canals

Wisdom Teeth Surgery
Nitrous Oxide
Saturday & Evening Appoin
Caring, Friendly American St

Wiesbaden Dental Care
06119 887 2650

Wiesbadendental.com

Ramstein Dental Care
06371 406230

Post Strasse 1
Ramsteindental.com

Bahnstrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden

, 66877 Ramstein

EhTnd

hipuk.co.uk

For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations

www.tgalus

Dental 902

Financial Services 904 |T

Over 90% Non-Extraction

Member
iation

. Convenient Payment Plans
American Ass of
Orth

No Referral Necessary
Evening & Weekends
TriCare Provider

Dr. Michael Dillon, DDS, MS (Orthod)
Univ of Maryland, Former USAF

All Treatment Feesin US $

06371-918911

www.dillonortho.com

Lillon

rthodontic

Take the fuss out of packing up for your
everything with Stripes next PCS—sell
Sfree classifieds!

STARSH#STRIPES.

LOANS up to $10,000

For Active Duty U.S. Military

Call Toll Free

Germany: 0800 YES-LOAN
Italy/Belgium: 00800 YES-LOANS
Stateside: +1.931.802.6522

www.yesomni.com

“We love to say yes” "

© Omni Financial - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Allloans subject to approval

ransportation

Interglobal Shlpplng GmbH
Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings

Contact your Pro’s at the Docks today!l!
info@interglobalshipping.de,
www.interglobalshipping.de

2 042”34‘6’ Fax: (042134076565}
Tol [ 7é2 08007000%63 1

M T SUTPPING, AN

0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447)
info@worldwide-ship.de
www.worldwide-ship.de
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that affect you most.
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DOING PLL GO FOR A SWIM AND A RUN, ISN'T THAT
ANTHING > \~N MAKE A PIZZA AND HANG OUT D\FFF_RENY FROM 7 KWESOME? | Eugene Sheffer Crossword
AWESOME VTR 1SS PLANWELL, HATEE | | MOST o WIS > 13 4 5 6 17 |8 70 11
FOR YOUR LISTEN TO A LITILE TODD SNIDER,, ‘ AL
BIRTHDAY, MAYRE READ A LIWLE
FRAZZ? ,.

Frazz

Pearls Before Swine Dilbert

Dooneshury Get Fuzzy Candorville Non Sequitur

Fort Knox

2] Miuer
T™M HAPPY TO REPORT BUT YOU FAILED TO N
THAT T ACHIEVI ACHIEVE THE SECRET Ygt?h’k%g FOR
EVERY GOAL YOU SET GOALS T SET FOR YOU. SECRET THIS
FOR ME LAST YEAR. GOALS FOR EXACT

ME? !t

Dilbertcom_ DilberiCaroonisi@gmalcom

7-21-t% 52014 ScOR AJAMS, NG9 b v et

THOUGH ADMITTEDLY, THATS A
STEP BELOW CYCLIST.

{ ELY AuaY
W, JEF

m

JEF THE CYCLIST HAS
DECIDED THAT WEARING
A TIGHT SPANDEX SUIT
15 NO LONGER 00D
ENOUGH FOR HIM.

ONCE A FOLAK VARTEX
HAG YU I 176 1Y
GRIP, ALL Yo (AN 0o
15 RIOL T 0BT,

WHEN 1T LETS UR.,

[
B OMUBIAL ULLIK WL B RTALK T

1 REALLY DON'T THINK

WHAT'S THE LAST THING
YOU USUALLY THINK

i COULD EVER 60
ABOUT AT THROUGH LIFE WITHOUT
piZzA.

NIGHTZ

1 GET WHAT YOURE
SATWNG , BICKT, 1'M
TRING TO AGIRE oUT
How. LDN&;)«'J GRoUND
You.

WeLL
MIND

ALL DIM LIGHTS

AND DISTANT
SOUNDS  NOW,
Bl WILCo?

THE COLD TRUTH.

somzy PRIEB-DAWG, NOT
1STERS 15 HOLLYWOOD
DOESK' H

NG ANY A-Li
BED WITH YOU.

N YES. T pECIVE? 10
PUT HER IN
APPROPR]ATE PLACE

YOU'LL BOTH BE GLAP
THAT T REMOVEP MY

AUNT'S ASHES FROM
MY OFFICE.

WHERE?

31

34
-
41 |42
47
51
54
ACROSS 55 Long story 24 Muppet master
1 Last year's frosh 56 Undo a dele Henson _
5 Sleeping, perhaps 25 Submachine gun
9 Junior DOWN 26 In isolation
12 Malaria symptom 1 Lip 27 "Behold!”
13 Bellow 2 Curved melding 29 On in years
14 Ostrich's cousin 3 Brownish purple 30 Realty ad abor
15 Della Street, for 4 Loner 35 Fireplace ledge
instance 5 Bohemian 37 Toppers for
17 Castilian hero, 6 Slithery squeezer Whoppers
with “EI” 7 Comn spike 39 Refuge
18 Fitting 8 Laundromat 40 Blackbird
19 Overact fixture 41 Unwanted email
21 Kipling poem 9 Backed a motion 42 Pop choice
22 Cook-wear? 10 Leave out 43 Sicilian spouter
24 Equitable 11 Undraped 44 Summertime pest
27 2013 Joaquin 16 Sprite 45 Partner
Phoenix movie 20 Cattle call? 46 Greatly
28 Bloodhound’s clue 22 Backing 49 Mound stat
31 Noun-to-verb suffix ~ 23 Incite 50 Gear tooth
32 Past .
33 Shade provider Answer to Previous Puzzle
34 Yoopers’ home st.
36 Disencumber
37 Probability
38 Appearance
40 Indefinite article
41 Cousteau’s gear
43 Baffler
47 Spacecraft
compartment
48 Modular, as a sofa
51 Hearty brew
52 Press
53 Peacekeeping org.
54 Crazed
2-27 CRYPTOQUIP
NCFS HS HROFIJDHS OTAQ
NBJZG VB GTMMBJV CDXGFRA
HS U CDG NDAF, DU GHQ
CF'G XHZDSO UDSHJ ABJ VNB.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THAT GUY IS REALLY
WILD ABOUT FRUIT PIES WITH CRUST ON TOP.
HE’S DEFINITELY A COBBLER GOBBLER.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals H
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FREE AD Guidelines: STARSWSTRIPES~

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise
+ Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information. ﬁ
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. When you see this
camera icon go to stripes.com

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to A
to view the uploaded photo.

re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast

- - = =

C | aSSlfI ed SEU Ro E For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9013/0912 or DSN: 583-9013/9012
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Automotive 140 _ | e orto see the car cal or ?fg‘hni'wg‘;ﬁ%n”csmm Q25009 | 81757 00T calahanoran | sy ﬁ‘zwz;zﬁg’,,smeamps |} a"gj‘ 21 e
firie “osh. . | @yahoo.com ih single disc, i
—_— satellite  radio, ted ~seats, VW, Golf GTI 2012 519000 00 d \a(\uca /ahoo.com for more
Al 1999 54000 YW, Tros 2“22“"IW'@9[1”?“ com Simmer 756 & ime WIET 1SS | oy Eyptorer Sport Trao | B.6.0.8.485 6 156 "8/} | 4'Goor sunrool plack very good | hetals. - Luggage Rack - Engine 3.3L V
onrims @ SO A Veases | O8 | dms, wind p.u‘;%c;gge‘gge 5557 SFABIRSH St (ruck‘ 86418239267 ond U5 gshec, ée dast o) S
Continental res on | Audi, S5, 2012, uAASu 00 an 114k "autot ba in, i les. w Lea\hef n dash C D play carIZG@\—cnhnedE sremmﬂu
VW steel Tims. Will fit most 14 CO,,JW,, 8153 er 954 1P | maintained e By Cover g | OB freenet.de . Yamaha, YZF Ri, 2007
inch VW Call: 0171-473-9782 | J'S spec 21 5 e S | T niad S tne Wioghadbn Aicw Fupning boards, low mies, new freenetde |3 woug like to ‘sell all in
2 Bon Shee xceuem“ ot By | Contact:  GARY . Cell: |al_season tirés. Located on one package. Custom white air "
Kl B p i Vehiolis | 0785 ee 1 ¥y EMAIL [P aten ckB@aDI ks YW, Golf v, 2004 $5000.00 Ibvushedpa\n”beC:!US ot 11 Your Stuff
P Em;;a‘t;‘;wusc'gjwzdmzz seoyiriGlanne e Srhrdol i st v oo S | P S ol o || e e ot of
rating “Very 3“5 Smog P
Fre ~lassifieds! ‘ K ) I Pur- | ————— | Ford, Sport Trac, 2007 done by VW manufacturer and Eulg doudle oubtie wmdscreen
Free Classifieds! | (iMoo 5%%'1‘? Uit BMW, S20, 1996 5520000 | STE000 D‘Dva‘eat‘hlmck’ Soun parts gt il uarantaed. Winier | £ OSconvers;?n K SR P‘"“S"E “PII‘"Y““;‘“"“
v Wilh two fone Isather seating. wilh x7ing chain Integrated tai — &
Por txes i Custome. 1685 | 65 nspecion S5000. Kjome. | dash CD & DVD player, Ford | Benault, Clio, 2006 $5000.09 Eumﬁfean specs, Heally ice car | Hghtim Sgnais Ealregry Tender ik St 8
Visit Suripes.com o e Eiohiont {35 o‘#'”csaﬁe%ms'é‘ia'ﬁu‘“ie E’Qa"yiéf‘ ?3%”‘.3‘\‘5?"’"&‘&2‘"";% speod. ‘very. lowmies.” ol | condiion. Sea(s and morigin r;”;“sfa%"fs’ ii‘p‘?n“e éﬁ‘;?é o jygnl(,,;,ﬁl;{;r
for details. Package port Diferential | appointment.-Located in _lie. ires. Loc: ined, 40+ good |90 N | piece leather -
|| el ot | SRR Sttt | S RS MRS e | RESSRaRIS et BnED e e | e
raza ren ymail.com o
STARS AND STRIPES +¢g (u)é?hmiizzosi SBSeea E & (o) den my@usamy N a7 3056 & suomy spec varal Sorsair st | | STARSWSTRIPES.
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Stripes.com posts regular updates from our overseas military bases in
Europe, Pacific and the Mideast—and covers the Pentagon and Capitol Hill.

Wherever you need us, however you read us: we're always for you.
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ClassifiedsEUROPE ... .. ...

CIV: 0631-3615-9013/0912 or DSN: 583-9013/9012

Trucks 174 | Books 250 | Cellular Phones 280 [F pp 511| Home 570 | House 878 | Tax 940
Dodge, RAM 1500 QUAD CAB Unlocked 4G Phone $75.00 80 inch Hitachi Projection TV louse for
PP B 2005 $10000.00 | UMUC M 100 Criminal Jus- $100.00 50 inch Hitachi Projec-
Rhba® it Opad 098498 tion TV, dual Sad Krauznach (Winzenhelm )
miles. New brake rotors 'and
rake pads instaled A 09,10
s, Eog-ights, Towing Packc
ry Cargo *‘arch and
iiihgs are protetted with Line
Spray. Cargo extondr device
{used 'with tailgate_down i

A cundmunlng Has S
USAREUR veficle registiation
Truck 1s available immediately:

Price. i3 fim, - no ' megotiating
Contact Jen 91622717145 or
jgershenhot

250

Dissppearing Act $14.00 Dis:
earing Act by Stephen Long-
il low 2 Sirod A RaG o
collacion of pootry Jist oul and
mazon. This is not

Books

comy o you forthe price shown,
which _ includes
Randiing. siongleliow & gnix.com

ClassifiedsPACIFIC

versit

K 16440@yahon com
Cellular Phones 280

W iPhone 4 &ds

Samsung T759 Exhibit 4G, only
s excellent

Call for details. 0151-6460-3689
kiaalua@gmail.com

Computers 360

Misc 220V Items $200.00 220
power strips, ext cords, various
fransformers,  2ea

, toaster, coffee es-
coffee_machine, sand
ich maker, upright vac, iron,

or_just what you need. call
015259545957

DELL Desktop_$250.00 DELL
Pentium Dual Core, GGB RAN,

Garden Centers 530

voltage, and many
Oimer “funagonerlt 9% A Teaat
condiion and Gomes wil? re-
mote and user manual. Pickup
roforred: Buyer pays 2 Euro of
2 50 per kilometer for delivery
rom Gelse\be;g 1o your ocation
071-49-17579148

Person to Person 800

Completely ~renovated,
S Baroome. (Macier bed.

room has

Batrooms,

Palio, Separate Laundry
Central Heating, Parking availa-

Telephone:
0176 70754256

ctric  Lawnmower
o Good_for
73-97¢

Elec $20.00
smaller
Tats. Cai: 075 82

Visit Stripes.com
for details.

STARS AND STRIPES

Home Electronics 570

German Washer and Dryer
$295.00 AEG Dryer and Washer
in excellent condition - 220V -
not_used muct er is a
condense dryer (no hose) and
less than 2 years old. Located in
armisch (sorry, no delivery at
this price). +45 163 868 2116
fred_deeter@hotmail.com

PacificClassifieds@stri
KOREA DSN: 721-7146

Stars and Stripes reserves
the right to reject any free
advertisement request.
The use of full names is not
permitted. You must be 18
years of age or older to
place a free person to
person advertisement.

1000

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km
A of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, cep, free brkfst,
dogs welcome. 06324-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

o]

Travel

__ |HarBLOCK®
+

Germany H&R Block Tax
Offices Get face-to-face tax help.

Ramstein Wiesbaden

06371-8020410 | 06134-256963 | 09662-701139

Email: eclemons@hrblock.com

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Korea - Korea 148 |- Korea - Korea 148 |- Korea - Korea
Dodge, Journey SKT, Jaguar, XF Supercharged, 2009
0998 G P00t aoan FIAT, 500 GUCCI, 2012 | Ford, E350 Super Duty Gonver: | 33888500 BBeIE950 S000
7 enger  Seats Journey SXT_ 2010 51661 000 [Top S Reasons {0 sion | VAN, 2008 $19000.00
EaicEul Spi0f such- as | SFEEG o0 Seteh *Borf%r | buy s carl 1250l mayrant 19 | RSeky Aidge Convorsion) VAN
Oyt o aC B | 31501000 Lo leaceand | e @ cousin 1o 2 Peran & | Bult hom 808 Ford ESboULT
um Audio. and el Blle Book | Full Option, Color: Cobalt Sigver Feal Htalian ke all the Homans | Super uty It was sod o
S N | Superior | Sond e e o amaind & | VAN Cariainagtds o 519 My Csspsr stEé’o“Zéy’“iﬁ
256 of parking and hangim: aptaina "‘scaws n
C“""'e"’z",ﬁg”"'an%“"dg";g";," 'ﬂ'sgﬂ;g"d,,g:m'g(’ ;gl;g’ ':;;, EGn° 10 R Cimats Control, | LCO w" B biver (Vi Whesi prive Turbocharged
1 ] 0%% 5 bapric sga It LeathorsPower | Staering, | player w 300 iy onH \ Automati fransmission
Jpﬁ&AS@gmaH com 0 2 0%"% ¢74° | Anfilock Brakes Dual Front | game console connected) Wire: c MPG: 25 City / 31 Hwy
|p6843@gmaﬂ com Airbags, Side Airbags, Traction | fess. headghones J\/C ‘hekd unit D.mensmns Vincelbase(in)
[¢7] Control, Security System, Fog | w direct IPOD dogking connec- 1622 Lendlh, Overal (n} o1 &
¢ Dghts, " Heated' Diiver Sed Hlon w remota i Sonarb ick Up viih, Max wio mirors (i) 70
e SKT Jaume Journ ey Daytime Running Lights, BOSE | sensors_ Sony Philips He-gm Overall 1@ 61 ovss-
SXT 2010 5159000 Al‘heug Premlum Soun 1.4-lter /101 | LED DRL, Lk D \menor h Ns g (Net @ RPM): 181 @
make year is 2010, it was n @ 500 rpim/Se 1o f. @ upgvaﬂs HD Black Box Exc 866 Racmg Green color run ua«
not used and registered in 2011 undai, New EF Sonata, 2003 P 0.6 dmnn W maintenance h tires with dark turbo fan
Superior Cﬂﬂd“‘o" on b“"\ interi- $ 00.00  Well mamlamed by m Leneg h/Wndxh/Henghl 13 hrome wheels, lhlrd row JCW gauges and carbon parls
Secidont B Gpiony FaBIG | Bcavr a8t in sood conditon 66 @gmal ® 8?'& A e 66 @gmall
e B, o o | Wi Vengtistor Pinambs@gmaicom Rinamgs @gmancom”

ili23@gmail. com

Take the fuss out of packing
up for your next PCS—sell
everything with Stripes

S0 free dlassifieds!

STARSw#STRIPES

“SPOR
bt RTS
to 5,! 'th

K

Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a
better handle on issues that affect you most.

No one covers the bases the way we do.

STARS

5 STRIPES.

In print « Online at stripes.com « Mobile for Andvoid, iPhone & iPad
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

X

myafn.net
Pro baseball
Spring training
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Pct
Baltimore .000
Boston .000
icago 1000
Cleveland 2000
troit .00(
ouston 1000
Kansas City .000
Los Angeles 1000
Minnesota .000
ew 3 .000
Oakland .000
Seattle .000
Tampa Bay 1000
Texas .000
Toronto .000
NATIONAL LEAGUE
w Pct
Arizona .000
Atlanta .000
hicago 1000
Cincinnati .000
Colorado .000
LOS Angeles .000
.00(
M\Iwaukee .000
.000
Jhl\adelphla .000
4Illsb .000
g 1000
an FI’aI’\CISCO .000
DOD
Washin

Note: Split-squad games count in the
standings; games against non-major
league teams do not.

Wednesday’s gam
Detroit vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla.
: Yankees vs. Pittsburgh at Braden-
ton, Fl

Toranto vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa-
ter, Fla.

4o 22KIand s. San Francisco at Scotts-
ale

Cincinnati vs. Cleveland at Goodyear,

ri

t L.A. Dodgers vs. Arizona at Scottsdale,

rsday’s games.
f Philadelanie e Tormte 3t Dunedin,
a.

i tsburgh vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa,
Atlanta vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.
aizona (s3) vs. LA, Dodgers at Gen-

ale,

Afizona (ss) vs. Chicago Cubs at
Mesa, Ariz.
a Cleve\and vs. Cincinnati at Goodyear,

San Diego vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.
Milwaukee vs. Oakland at Phoenix
Texas vs. Kansas City at Surprise,
riz

iday's games
a Minnesota ve. Boston ot Fort Myers,
Mlaml vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
Detroit (5s) vs. Philadelphia at Clear-
watel
Baltimore vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char-
lotte, Fla.
N.Y. Yankees vs. Detroit (ss) at Lake-
land, Fla.
a Pittsburgh vs. Toronto at Dunedin,
a.
Washington vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St.
Lucie, Fla.
Seattle vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz.
Chicago Cubs vs. LA. Angels at Tem-
pe,
Milwaukee vs. San Francisco (ss) at
Scottsdale, Ariz.
 Cincinnati vs. Cleveland at Goodyear,
"Ean_Francisco (ss) vs. Oakland at
Phoenix
Kansas City vs. Texas at Surprise,
Ariz,
Chicago White Sox vs. L.A. Dodgers at
Glendale, Ari
rado vs. Arizona at Scottsdale,

f "Vouston vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee,
a.

AP sportligh

- Bcslon beals Milwaukee 62-
5750 Providence, R.l., in a game that set
records for fewest points scored by one
team, and by both teams, smce the intro-
o S ohe A scand clod
1562 < Florida apprentice Mary Russ
becomes the first female jockey to win
a Grade | stakes in North America when
she captures the Widener Handicap
aboard Lord Darnley at Hialeah (Fla)
ark.
1992 — Prairie View sets an NCAA Divi-
sion | record for most defeats in a season
with a 112-79 loss to Mississippi Valley
State in the first round of the Southwest-
ern_Athletic Conference tournament.
Prairie View's 0-28 mark breaks the re-
cord of 27 losses shared by four teams.

College basketball

54

Tuesday’s men’s scores

entley 80 Frankim Pierce 66
Bloomfield 82, Caldwell 77
Castleton St. 128, New England 88
Concordia (YD 77 Felician 75
Dominican (NY) 72, Ny: ack o
emisonite 56, Eimory & Henry 63
Nazarene 81, Wentworth Tech 78
Farmingdale 84, St. Josepive (L) 57
Holy Family 73, Chestnut Hil 61
1y Brookiyn 80, 80, . Sagred Heart 75

5
Aeremack 67 St Michael's 59
C Central 81, NJIT 62
ew Haven 70, Adelphi 67
ichols 73, W. New England 54
Old Westbury 8L, Sage 61
S. Connecticut . American Interna-

incent 79, Thiel 61
avier 65, St. john's 53

Duke 66, Virginia Tech 48
Plorida 57, VAnderbift 54

Georgia 71, Missouri 56
Hampden-5ydney 104 Roanoke &
Someon C. St 8, \argmia Union

K yan 78, Kentucky St. 77
Liberty 90, Longwood 76

, Barton 72

579, Chowan 73
S Clemsoray

Xavier (NO) 78, Belhaven 64

ES
Cleveland St. 70, Youngstown St. 69, OT
DePaul 65, Seton Hall 60
Evansville 61, Drake 48

icago 80, Milwagikee 58

Minnesota 95, lowa 83
Missourt St. 72, Lovola gf Chicago 56
Wichita St. 69, Bradl
Wisconsin 69, Indias
Wright St. 67, Valﬂaralso 58

Arkan: %/
Houston Bantrst i0 Arlln%ton Baptist 55
Kansas St. 60, Tex:

Air Force 55, Wyomi 53
New Mexico 67, (et
San Diego St. 90, San Jose st 64

TOURNAMENTS
HCAC Tournament
o, First Round
Hanover
Mount S & Jcseph 75 Transylvania 54
Ki, onferem:e “Tournamen
st Round
Alice Lloyd 75 Brescra 71,0T

Lloy
Berea 82, Asb
S anatl Chpistan 96 Indiana-East 78
Indiana-Southeast 99, Point Park 94

Men’s schedule
Thursday
EAST
Hampshire at Albany (NY)
\P}gﬂert Mcrrls at Falrlelgh Dickinson
Bin hamton at Hartford

Sacred Heart at Mount St. Mary's
Ohio St. at Penn St,
ant at St. Francls §g
SI3Y Brook at verm
SO ancie a3t Wagner
Siena at Quinnipiac
SOUTH
Greensboro at Davidson
AN eens East Carolina
Wofford at
Georgia Southern at Furman
Jacksonville at Kennesaw St.
sas at Kentucky
flos Gulf Coast at Lipscomb
North Floi
SR o e R licky
Marshall at Old Domlmon
FIU at Southern M
Chattanooga at w Carollna
Tennessee Tecl
Niidefe Tonnesses. at Loursrane Tech
Tennessee St. at M
South Alapama at Louisiana-Monroe
Appalachian st. at Samford

Murray St at UT-Martin
Incarnate Word at McNeese St.
Abilene Christian at Nicholls St.
Norlhw stern St. at SE Louisiana
ephen F. Ausin at New Orleans
Terhpla ot {otiswiie
Southern U. at MVSU

EST
Milwaukee at Detroit
South Dakota at N. Dakota St.
Portland St. at North Dakota
Green Bay at Oakland
Denver af S. Dakota St.
Austin Peay at SE Missouri

Duguesne at Saint Louis

TPEW St W liinois
1UPUIat Nebraska Omaha
lowa at Indiay
Georgetown at Marquette

§am Houston St.at Cent. Arkansas
UAB at
W. Kentucky at Texas st.
North Texas at UTeA
amar at Oral Rober
O Room Arlington
Memphis at Houston
Tulsa at UTEP

FAl s
UMKC at Grand €anyon
Port\and at Saint Mary's (Cal)
Oregon at UCLA
S mantost, at Weber st
N. Arizona at Idah

S Northridge at Cal St.-Fullerton
Gonzaga at Pacific

San Francisco at Pelimerdlne
Chicago st.al

EhIBaly 2L 6E Baw

UC Santa Barbara at UC Irvine
Hawaii at Long Beach St.

Santa Clara at Loyola Marymount
Oregon St. at Southern Cal
Tuesday’s women’s scores
EAST
American International 70, S. Con-
necticut 67
Assumption 74, S. New Hampshire 51
Sentley 100, Franklin Pierce 57
aldwell 57, Bloomfield 54
ePauI 71 \(ll\ano a

d 0
clician &, 'Concordia (NY) 48
10\ mily 66, Chestnut Hill 57

e 55, Pace 4

Merrimack 74, St Michael's 63

jontclair St. 76, Kean

ew Haven 85, Adelphi 81

05t (Conn. 107, Merc 100

t. Anselm 70, Stonehy

Thomas More 129, Thicl 34

Wwilliam Paterson 81, College of NJ 70
SOUTH

Jchnson C. Smith 57, Chowan 49
Limest ees-McRae 56
U Flasida: 91 Memphis 68

Butler 57, Xavier 52
UTHWEST
UConn 81, SMU 48

T
E. Washington 61, Portland St. 60
OURNAMENTS
Cas:ade Conference

regon 86, KW Chpietian 70
Brogentech 19, Corban 38
S. Oregon 80, Evergreen 5t.70

First R

Lincoln (Pa.) 6: N Salem

St. Augustine’s 57 Dbt City St. -y

Virginia Union 73, Livingstone 50
KIAC Conference Tournament

Asbury 72, Cincinnati chnstran 69
Eerea ¥4, indiana- South

Bethel (Mlnqn ) 68
st. Thomas (Minri) 66, Gustavus 51
Norther, Atlet c o nfer

Alverno 74, COncordia (wis) 64, T
Wis. Lutheran 72, Edgewood 55
WIAG Tournament

Wis.-Stevens Pt 77 WIS Plattevllle 61
Wis.-Superior 86,

Coll. of 1daho 80, Norowest U. 73

Women’s schedule
Thursday

lona at Quinnipiac
Maryland at Baston CDIIe e
UNC Wilming ton atD
Delaware at Hof
N.C. State at Pltlsburgh
Saint Joseph's at UMass

James Madison at Coll. of Char\eston

Northwestern Stat SE Louisiana

Wake Forest
Incarnate Wo At Wcneese st.
R & Austin at Now orleans
RISPaeme af Avi
Jacksonville at E
Georgia Tech at Flori

Coastal Carolina at Gardne:
P e o Sbiharn ot Precbytenan
Liberty at Radfor
Georga at South Carolina
North Florida at 5.C. Upstate
N. Kentucky at Steson
Campbell at UNC Asheville

jami at Virginia

Clemson at Virginia Tech
Northeastern at William & Mary
High Point at Win

ipscomb at Florida Gulf Coast

cky at Mississippi St.

orida ot vanderbit
Tennessee at LSU

NIDWEST
Toledo at N. lllinois

Cleveland St. at Oakland

Kent st at Bowling Green

Il St.at Cent. Michigan

W lols aETFW

ebraska Omaha at IUPUI

hio St. at lows

orth Carolina at Notre Dame

Bradley at lilinois S
Michigan stat o Northwestern

Lamar at oral Rol
icusion St af Cent, Arkansas
Csu Bakersfield at Texas Pan American
Arkansas at Tex:

Utah Valley at New Mexico st.
ShSota St atber
Washington St. at Cafifornia
N. Colorado at E, Washington
Saint Mary's at Gonzaga
Southern Cal at
2 Bauis at Cal B0
&S Paleranat €8 Rorthridge
Facific at Portiand
rth Dakota at Portland St.
Wbr S sacramento St
PeDDerdlne at San Francisco
oyola Marymount at Santa Clara
UC Irvine at UC Santa Barbara
/ashington at Stanford
Lohg Behon & 2t tawati

Mexican Open

Tuesday
At The Falmmont Acapulco Princess
o, Mexico
500);

Purse: Men. 1 n (WT!
Women, 5250 000 (In!l )
Surface: Clay-Outdool

en
First Round
Feliciano Lopez, Spain, def. Edouard
Roger-vasselin, France, 6-4, 6-2.
arlovic, Croatia, def. John Isner
@), nitod States: 356 (i) 16 (5
s, Pcrlugal def. Adrian
Mannarino, France, 1.6, 6-3, 6-2.
Kevin Arideraon (8. soath Africa, def.
Stephane Robert, France, 6-2,
Ernests Guibis (7), Latvia, def, Lu Yen-
jopolov, Ukraine,

and def.
Vasek Pospisil (8), Ganada, 6.2.6
David Ferrer (1), Spain, def. Mikhail
Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-2, 6-3.
arinko Matosevic, Australia, def.
Grigor Dimitrov (4), Bulgaria, 7-
Gilles $imon (6), France, def. Tim Smy-
czek, United States, 6-1, 6-2.
nald Youn, " United States, def.
Jarkko Nieminen, Finland, 6-
Marcos Baghdatis, Cyprus " §of Miguel
Angel Reyes-Varela, Mexico, 6-2, 6-4.
David Goffin, Belgium, 'def. Lukasz
Kubot, Poland, 6-4, 2-6,
y Murray ) Brltam def. Pablo
Anduiar, Spain,

Dominika Cloukova (), Slovaka, def.
urszula Ragwanska, poland, 63, ¢-
Zhang Shual (®), china. def Madison
Keys, United States, 4-6, 6-1
Kaia Kanepi (3). Estoma def “Jana Ce-
pelova, Siovala, 2.
Wickmayer Eelglum def. Lesia
TSurenko, Ukraine, 7-6 (4.
nars Wormak.” Cahada, def.
Ashlergh Barty, Auslralla 7-6 (5), 5-7, 6-

Victoria Duval, United States, def. lve-
ta Melzer, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-4.
Sharon Fichman, Canada, def. Yvonne

Meusburger (5), Austna, 61,63

Eugenie Bouchard (3), Canada, def.
Shahar Peer, Israel, 6-2, 6-2.

Julia Goerges, Germany, def. Marcela
Zacarias, Mexico, 6-0, 6-

Caroline Garcia, France, def. Lourdes
Dominguez Lino, Spain, 6-4, 7-6 (6).

Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, def. Galina
Voskoboeva, Kazakhstan, 6-2, 6

Brazil Open

Tuesday
At Ginasio do Ibirapuera
sao Paulo
Purse: $539,730 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

gles
irst Round
Federico Delbonis, ~Argentina,
Filippo Volandr, Italy,
ert Montanes, spain, def. Aliaz Be-
dene. Sovenin 65 65
reas Haider-Maurer, Austria, def.
Julian Reister, Germany, 6-2, 4-6, 6-1.

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL
erican Leagu
HBUSTON ASTRDS - Named Amanda
Rykoff socml media mana
EATTLE MARINERS — Agreed toterms
wlth RHPs E\ake Beavan, Danny Farquhar,
Yoervis Medina and Tom Wilhelmsen; OF
Ji-Man Choi; and OFs Abraham Almnmev
Xavier Avery and James Jones
National Leagy
ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms
with RHPs David Carpenter, Cory Ge-
arrin, Davis lale, Juan Jaime, Aaron
Northcraft, Wirfin Obispo and Anthony
Varvaro; LHPs Luis Avilan, Ryan Buchter,
Carlos Perez and Alex Wond INFs Er-
nesto Mejia, Tyler Pastornicky and Elmer
Reyes; OFs Jose Constanza, Todd Cun-
ningham and Joey Terdoslavich; and Cs
Christian Bethancourt and Evan Gattis
n one-year contracts.
ALL
National Basketball Association
MIAMI HEAT — Slgned G DeAndre Lig-
Qms to a 10-day contract
DO MAGIC — Slgned C Dewayne
Dedmon and G-F Adonis Thomas to 10-
day contracts.

def.

CKE
National Hockey League
ANAHEIM DUCKS — Reassigned D
Sami Vatanen to Norfolk (AHL).
DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled D
Ryan Sproul from Grand Rapids (AHL).
ORK IIANGERS — Recalled C J.T.
Ml\ler from Hﬂr(’ford (AHL).
SHARKS — Reassigned F
Bracken Kearns to Worcester (AHL).
WASHINGTON ~ CAPITALS — Reas-
signed D Jack Hillen to Hershey (AHL) on
along-term mJury/\IIness exception con-
ditioning loas

ER
lajor League Soccet
PORYLAND TIMBERS — Slgned Ms
George Fochive and Aaron Long.

SAINT MARY (NEB.) — Named Derek
Fey cross country coach.
WEST ALABAMA — Named Max Thur:
mond linebackers and special teams
coach.

Rogerio Dutra Silva, Brazil, def. Guill-
ermo”Garcia-Lopez (6), Spain, 16, 7-5,

Paolo Lorenzl, Italy, def. Pere Riba,
ain,
MamnK\lZan Slovakia, def. Guilherme
Clezar, Brazil, 6-4, 6-
Potito Starace, Italy, def. Alejandro
Gonzalez, Colombia, 4-6, 6-2, 6
Albert Ramos, Spain, def. Gastao Elias,
PDrtuga\ 6-3,3-6, 6-2.
homaz Bellucci, Brazil, def Santrago
Giraldo (8), Colcmbla 4 6,7-5

Fi
Marcel Granol\ers, Spain, and Pere
Riba, Spain, def. Andre Sa, Brazil, and
Joao 'Souza, Brazil, 4-6, 6-3, 10-

Brazil Cup

esday
At Federacao Catainense de Tenis
lorianopolis, Brazil
235,000 (Intl.)
Hard-Outdoor

Alison Van Uytvanaie Belgium, def.
HSIEh Su-wei, Taiwan, 6-3,
anka Kovinic, Montenegro, def. Paula
Crlstlna Gonca\ves Brazil, 6-3, 6-1
Kiki Bertens, Netherlands, def. Sesil
Karatantcheva, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 1-6, 6-2.
Kiara zakopalova (3), Czéch Republic,
def; bonna Vekic, Croatia, ¢-3,6-3.
ize Li e, def. Johanna Lars-

Alexandra_Dulgheru, Romania, def.
Mariana Duque-Marino, Colombid, 6-1,
76 (5

Teliana Pereira, Brazil, def. Maria-Te-
resa Torro-Flor (7, Spain. €:4,6-3.

cont
Alexandra Cadantu (6), Romania, def.
Dinah Pfizenmaier, Germany, 6-2, 6-
Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, def.
Barbora Zahlavova Stycova, Czech Re-
public,&
rbine Muguruza_(2), Spain, def.
Chanene Scheepers, South Africa, 6-2,

Doubles

Firs( Roune
Timea Babos, Hungary, and Jarmila
Gajdosova, Australia, def. Paula Cristina
Goncalves and Laura Pigossi, Brazil, 6-4,

Alexandra Panova, | Russia, and Laura
Thorpe, France, def. Maria Fernanda Al-
varez Teran, Bolivia, and Maria Irigoyen,
Argentina, 6-3, 5-7, 10-8,

Catalina Castano and Mariana Duque-
Marino, Colombia, def. Maria Fernanda
Alves and Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil,

julia Glushko, Israel, and Paula Kania,
Poland, def. Monique Adamczak and Ari*
na Rodionova, Australia,

Francesca Schiavone. Italy, and Silvia
Soler Espinosa, Spain, def. Irina-Camelia

Romania, and Valeria Solovyeva,
RUSSIa, 62,63,

Vania King, United States, and Barbo-
ra Zahlavova Strycova (1), Czech Repub-
lic, lead Irina Buryachok, Ukraine, and
Katarzyna Piter, Poland, 3°2, Suspended.

College baseball

Tuesday's scores

Alice Lloyd 3, Prkevr\le 2 13 mmngs

College of Charleston s, charlctte 2
Cumberland (Tenn.) 14-1, Freed-Har-

an 9-
rskine 9, Anderson (S.C.) 3
Hampden-Sydney 15, Ferrum 5

High Point 16, N.C. Ces

ndlana Southeast 7, Campbellsvll\e 6,

des

S

ngs
Kennesaw st. 5, Georgia Tech 3, 12 in-
s

g
entucky 7, Wright St. 1
ouisvilie 6, E. 1linois 0
artin Methodist 2-10, Brescia -1
aryland 13, James Madisor
il 7. Emary & Henry 8
emphis 2, Belmont 1
~ NC-Greensboro 11, Wake Forest 10, 10
innings
NC State 7, Davidson 5
North Carlina 12, Appalachian st. 1
St. Andrews 5-10, Boorhees 0-0, 2nd
6 inni

linois 6 IJT Martin 2
pring Hill 12-13, Concordia-Selma 2-4
P hmescat Teoh 10, Lipscomb
ougaloo 4-6, Le Moyne-Owen 1-10
ransylvania 7, Centre 4
gecaium 16, King (Tenn 3

MI3, Virginia
Vhginia Tooh 8 Radford 1
W. Kentucky 3, Vanderbilt 2

Dallas Baptist 6, UTSA 5, 12 innings
LeTourneau 8, Castleton St. 3
St. Mary’s (Texas) 3, Angelo st.2
Sam Houston St. 3, Rict
Texas 2, Texas-Pan American 1, 11 in-

ning:

Foxas A&GM 5, Houston Baptist1
Texas-Arlington 10, TCU 2
Texas St. 6, Texas A&M-CC 4

o
5

FAR WEST
Stanford 6, Sarhll:rancisco 4

Detroit Tigers 12, Flonda southern 0
N.Y. Yankees 8, Florida St
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PHotos BY CAROLYN KASTER/AP

Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin looks from the bench during practice on Tuesday in Arlington, Va.

Ovechkin, Backstrom back with Caps
after sting of Olympic disappointments

By JoserH WHITE
The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Va.
lex Ovechkinapologized
for Russia’s hockey per-
formance at the Olym-
pics, a sentiment put in

perspective by the encouraging
news that his father was on the
way home after heart surgery.

Far more upset was Nicklas
Backstrom, who remains clearly
miffed that an allergy medication
he’s taken for years cost him a
chance to play for a gold medal.

The Washington Capitals held
their first post-Olympics practice
Tuesday, a session overshadowed
by residue from the Winter Games
even as they tried to focus on the
rest of their NHL schedule.

Ovechkin was one of the faces
of Sochi, bent on winning the
gold on home ice. Instead, the
Russians were eliminated in the
quarterfinals for the second con-
secutive Olympics.

“First of all, I want to say sorry
to the fans,” -
Ovechkin
said. “Be- # e
cause it’s
onceina

—

o — SEucy

- -
—

lifetime opportunity to represent
your country in the Olympics,
and you didn’t get the results, you
didn’t get any medal. Of course
the fans, the media and the peo-
ple who support Russia, family,
was upset, but life goes on.”

Ovechkin took the Olympic dis-
appointment especially hard four
years ago, but this time he had to
immediately turn his attention to
his family. His father, who has
a history of heart problems, be-
came ill and required surgery.
Ovechkin wasn’t told until three
days later, after Russia had been
eliminated by Finland.

“Soon as I found out that he’s
in hospital and he’s feeling not
that good and he could be dying,
I just forget the game that we lose
against Finland. ... Just go there
and spend time with him and saw
him,” Ovechkin said. “It was great
feelings to see what’s happening
and how he’s feeling. That’s most
important thing.”

Ovechkin said his father, moth-
er and brother were flying home

to Moscow on Tuesday.
The lingering Olympic
sting was more evident on
the face of Backstrom,
who helped lead Swe-
den to the gold medal
game, but was pulled
from the lineup short-
ly before faceoff be-

cause he had failed a doping test.
Sweden lost to Canada 3-0.

“T've had allergies for seven
years, since I got here,” Back-
strom said. “Everyone that lives
in the Washington area knows
how bad it is here. I've been tak-
ing Zyrtec-D for the last seven
years and I haven’t been doing
anything differently. I've been
playing internationally, in the
world championships (and) Olym-
pics before, and so I haven’t done
anything differently.”

An ingredient in the allergy
medicine is on the list of banned
substances for Olympic competi-
tion, but Backstrom said he was
told by the Sweden team doctor
that he could take one pill a day
without triggering a positive test.

“Who do I blame?” Backstrom
said. “Well, I followed the doctor’s
recommendation.”

Backstrom said he expects a
two-week wait to find out wheth-
er he will be awarded his silver
medal, which is being held at the
International Ice Hockey Federa-
tion offices in Zurich.

“Obviously, it’s not fun to deal
with,” Backstrom said. “I don’t
wish no one to have to go through
this, if I'm going to be honest with
you. It’s not fun. But I've got to
look forward to play next game
on Thursday. I've got to focus on
‘Washington right now.”

“Who do I blame?
Well, | followed the
doctor’s recommen-
dation. Obviously, it's
not fun to deal with.?

Nicklas Backstrom
Washington Capitals center

_ | Blues in strong spot

coming out of break

By R.B. FALLSTROM
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The secret is
out on T.J. Oshie, who showed
the world at the Sochi Olympics
he’s perfected
the art of the
shootout.

He’s among
nine Olympians
who’ve rejoined
a top contender
that doesn’t
overly rely on razzle-dazzle.

The St. Louis Blues are in prime
position for the NHL stretch
drive. They lack star power, with
no one among the top 25 scor-
ers, but are second overall in the
Western Conference and atop the
Central Division entering the re-
start Wednesday at Vancouver.

“We've played awfully well.
We’ve been really resilient all
year, we've responded to chal-
lenges all year,” coach Ken Hitch-
cock said before the break. “But
it’s going to really get dialed up
when we get back and our players
recognize that.

“I think some guys are really
looking forward to it.”

So far, they’ve done the fran-
chise proud.

The next few months, they’ll
be working on solidifying their
position and proving they belong
against other powers in the con-
ference. They’re 3-0 against the
defending Stanley Cup champion
Blackhawks, but 1-2 against the
Kings, 0-3 against the Sharks
and 0-2 against the Ducks. The
Sharks have outscored them 16-7,
the Ducks 8-4.

“I told the players when we
come back in March and April,
it’s for them,” Hitchcock said.
“They have to really grab it com-
ing back.”

The blueprint for success is a
defense that’s allowed the second-
fewest goals. Jaroslav Halak and
Brian Elliott have combined for
seven shutouts aided by strong
support and willing shot block-
ers throughout the defensive
rotation.

Oshie and Alexander Steen are

tied for the team scoring lead at
46 points, Steen’s total coming in
46 games due to a lengthy con-
cussion-related absence. There’s
plenty of depth with six players
scoring at least 14 goals and Alex
Pietrangelo is the first defense-
man in franchise history and first
in the NHL since Dion Phaneuf
(2005-08) to record 40 or more
points in each of his first three
seasons.

They’ve been dominant without
much of a power play lately, enter-
ing the break in an 0-for-20 skid
that included numerous failures
with the two-man advantage.

The Blues must regain their
stride quickly after the break
with 12 games in 22 days and
never more than one day of rest.
They’ve played the fewest games
in the Western Conference and
have three games in hand on the
Ducks, first overall, and Black-
hawks, who like St. Louis have 84

oints.

“It’s really going to be like
coming out of the lockout where
everybody is full-tilt and every
point means something down
the stretch,” defenseman Bar-
ret Jackman said. “It’s going to
be about the mental focus com-
ing back and being the team that
doesn’t crack in those one-goal
games.”

The Blues got a taste of the
pressure going to overtime the
last four games prior to the Olym-
pics. They won three of them,
with Oshie providing a preview of
his Sochi show with four shootout
goals to drive the United States
past Russia in a preliminary
round game.

Stateside, Oshie scored in over-
time to beat the Bruins, scored
in the shootout to help beat the
Jets and had a goal and assist
against the Senators and then
scored again in the shootout in a
5-4 loss.

“We came through some inju-
ries, sickness, like a lot of teams
have gone through,” Jackman
said. “But we’re still one of the
top teams in the league and that’s
a pretty good feeling.”

Chris Le, St. Louis Post-Dispatch/MCT

St. Louis right winger T.J. Oshie, right, led the Blues to first place
in the Central Division at the Olympic break and the second-best

record in the Western Conference.
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Sabres’

By Joun Wawrow
The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Ryan Mill-
er was more concerned about
overcoming jetlag than thinking
about providing a memorable
send-off in what could potentially
have been one of the goalie’s final
games for the Buffalo Sabres.

A little over a day after return-
ing to Buffalo from the Sochi
Games, and with his future in
Buffalo uncertain, Miller stopped
36 shots and even contributed to
the offense with two assists in a
3-2 win over the Carolina Hur-
ricanes on Tuesday night in the
NHL’s first game after its Olym-
pic break.

“I wasn’t really getting to far
ahead or thinking about that kind
of stuff,” Miller said when asked
about his future.

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 7 16 4 78 176 125
Tampa Bay 3 20 5 71 168 145
Montreal 2 21 6 70 148 142
Toronto 2 22 6 70 178 182
Detroit 6 20 12 64 151 163
Ottawa 6 22 11 63 169 191
Florida 2 29 7 51139183
Buffalo 6 34 8 40 113 174

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 40 15 3 186 138
N.Y.Rangers 2 24 3 155 146
Philadelphia 0 23 6 162 167
olumbus 9 24 5 170 161
Washington 7 23 9 171 175
Carollna %6 23 9 146 161
New Jer: 4 22 13 135 146
N.Y. \slanders 2 30 8 164 200
Western Conference

Central Division
P L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis. 7 2 6 196 135
Chicago 0 1 14 207 163
Colorado 8 6 5 174 153
Minnesota 9 17 145 147
allas 8 110 164 164
Winnipeg 0 6 6 168 175
Nashville : 24 10 60 146 180

cific Division
Anaheim 4 5 87 196 147
San Jose 6 6 80 175142
Los Angeles 2 6 68 139128
Phoenix 1 10 64 163 169
Vancouver 4 9 63 146 160
Calgary 9 7 51137 179
Edmon(on 3 7 47 153199
/0 points for a win, one point

Not
for overtlme loss.
Monday’s games
No games schedule
adays game
Buffalo 3, ¢ Chrernay
Wednesday's games
Boston at Buffalo
Detroit at Montreal
Cos Angeles at Colorado
St. Louis at Vancouver
ursday's games
CO|UmbUS at New Jersey
Toronto at N. V Islanders

Los Angeles at Calgary

Minnesota at Edmonton
riday’s games.

san Jose at Buffalo

Phoenix at Colorado

Minnesota at Vancouver

St. Louis at Anaheim

Tuesday
Sabres 3, Hurricanes 2
Carolina 0 1 1-2
Bu"alo 1 2-3

ond Period—1, Buffalo, Ehrhoff 5
(st afford, Millen, 55 (
EStaal 15 (Faulk), :5.
riod—3, Buffalo EnI’\IS 14

(Mou\son staffn d) rolina,
Semin 15 (Sekers . Buffalo, Eh-
rhonG(Ml\ler)

Shots on ¢ Gnal Carolina 11-10-17—38.
Buffalo

p). 2, Carolina,

vlay npponumhes Carolina 0
of & Buffalo 1 o

Goahes-carolma. ard 6-8-5 (18
shots-15 saves). Buﬂa\o Miller 15 22-3
(38-36).

A—18,719 (19,070). T—2:25.

Before the game, general man-
ager Tim Murray acknowledged
he’s shopping the goalie with the
intention of dealing him before
the league’s trade deadline on
March 5. Miller is on the trad-
ing block because he’s in the final
year of his contract and Murray
is unsure whether the 33-year-old
is prepared to re-sign with a team
that’s rebuilding through youth.

“I'mtrying to take the approach
to take things as they come right
now and be positive and play
hockey,” Miller added. “It’s a lot
of fun to play and win. I'm going
to try to enjoy these kind of mo-
ments where you can help make a
difference.”

Despite feeling “a little bit
goofy” from jetlag, Miller was
certainly the difference by stop-
ping the first 20 shots he faced in
a game in which Buffalo was out-

shot 38-18.

“It just shows what kind of
goaltender we have in Ryan
Miller,” interim coach Ted Nolan
said. “I don’t think we had too
much reason to say we were the
better team tonight outside of
Ryan Miller stealing that game
for us.”

Christian Ehrhoff scored twice,
including the go-ahead goal with
44 seconds left. Tyler Ennis also
scored for Buffalo, which snapped
a four-game skid, and won for
only the third time in its past 14
games (3-8-3).

Both of Miller’s assists came on
Ehrhoff’s goals. That made him
the NHL’s first goalie to have that
many since Vancouver’s Cory
Schneider had two in a 5-4 over-
time loss to Tampa Bay on Dec.
11, 2010, according to STATS.

Ehrhoff’s decisive goal came

Miller overcomes jetlag to beat H

after he circled the Hurricanes’
net, and then stopped and spun
in the right circle, where he at-
tempted to feed the puck through
the crease to teammate Marcus
Foligno. The puck instead glanced
off the stick of Hurricanes defen-
seman Justin Faulk and floated in
over goaltender Cam Ward.

Eric Staal and Alexander
Semin scored for the Hurricanes,
who lost to Buffalo in regulation
for the first time in seven meet-
ings, dating to a 1-0 loss at Caro-
lina on Nov. 18. 2011.

Hurricanes coach Kirk Muller
found little fault in his team’s
performance.

“Miller was the first star, and
there’s your answer right there,”
Muller said. “That was a com-
plete, solid game on our part for
60 minutes. We did everything
we had to do.”

LEAVING

urricanes

GaRY WIEPERT/AP

Buffalo Sabres’ Marcus Foligno
celebrates the game-winning
goal over Carolina Hurricanes
goaltender Cam Ward (30) on
Tuesday in Buffalo, N.Y.

AFGHANISTAN?
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Roundup

Harde

The Asscociated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
James Harden spent the fourth
quarter smiling on the Houston
Rockets’ bench. DeMarcus Cous-
ins finished the final period in the
Sacramento Kings’ locker room.

Their performances were just
as different on the floor, too.

Harden scored a season-high
43 points in three quarters, and
the Rockets routed the Kings 129-
103 on Tuesday night after Cous-
ins was ejected for vehemently
arguing with an official.

“These are the type of wins that
we need, especially late in the
season, to lock down and focus,”
Harden said.

Harden helped Houston go
ahead by 25 points in the first
quarter, 31 in the second and 33
in the third. He shot 11-for-20
from the floor, made 15 of 16 free
throws and added eight assists,
three steals and two rebounds.

Dwight Howard left briefly
after banging his right knee but
returned to finish with 20 points
and 11 rebounds, and Chandler
Parsons had 10 points and eight re-
bounds for the Rockets, who have
‘won 10 of their last 11 games.

“You get a big lead early you're
always a little concerned about
keeping everybody’s interests.
They did a nice job,” Rockets
coach Kevin McHale said.

Cousins had 16 points and six
rebounds for the Kings before
needing to be restrained after
getting ejected in the third quar-
ter. He picked up his NBA-lead-
ing 14th and 15th technical fouls.

“He lost his composure, that’s
all I saw, and then he got thrown
out of the game. It’s disappointing.
But to be honest, I'm more disap-
pointed about how we played,”
Kings coach Michael Malone said.
“Do I condone his actions? No, not
at all. Does he have to handle him-
self better? Sure he does. We just
need to get him to understand that
we don’t need him to get kicked
out of the ball game.”

Cousins did not speak with
reporters but wrote on Twitter:
“Disappointed with the way I
acted out on the court tonight. T
‘want to apologize and say sorry to
my team and the fans for letting
them down.”

Rudy Gay added 25 points and
six assists, and Ben McLemore
scored 15 points for a Sacramento
team that looked nothing like the
one that beat the Rockets twice
previously this season. The teams
split four games.

If Cousins gets another tech-
nical foul this season, he will be
suspended by the NBA for one
game. The last two seasons Cous-
ins has needed to have a techni-
cal foul rescinded by the league
to avoid the automatic suspension
that comes when a player reaches
16 technicals.

Trail Blazers 100, Nuggets
95: Damian Lillard made up for
the absence of fellow All-Star La-
Marcus Aldridge by scoring 31
points in visiting Portland’s win.

sparks Rockets

Josk Luis ViLLEGAS, SacRAMENTO BEE/MCT

The Rockets’ James Harden drives to the basket in the third quarter

against the Kings on Tuesday. Hal

rden scored a season-high 43

points in a 129-103 win in Sacramento, Calif.

Lillard scored 12 in the third
quarter when it looked as if the
Blazers were headed for a blow-
out win, but he saved his biggest
shots for late in the fourth after
the Nuggets had trimmed an 18-
point deficit to two.

Pacers 118, Lakers 98: Paul
George scored 12 of his 20 points
in the third quarter, Evan Turner
had 13 points in his Pacers debut,
and host Indiana improved its
league-leading record to 43-13.

Kent Bazemore finished with a
career-high 23 points and Jodie
Meeks added 15 for the Lakers
(19-38), who have the worst re-
cord in the West. The loss also
ended Los Angeles’ three-game
winning streak at Bankers Life
Fieldhouse.

Bulls 107, Hawks 103: Mike
Dunleavy scored 22 points and
Joakim Noah had 20 points and
12 rebounds, helping the Bulls
hold on for the road win.

Carlos Boozer had 17 points
and 11 rebounds for Chicago, and
Kirk Hinrich scored 14 points,
including six free throws in the
final 44 seconds. The Bulls have
won six of seven.

Timberwolves 110, Suns 101:
Kevin Love had 33 points, 13 re-
bounds and nine assists, powering

visiting Minnesota to the win.

The Timberwolves trailed by
eight with 7:57 to play, and then
outscored the Suns 24-6. Love,
who got his first career triple-
double at Utah on Saturday, was
10-for-22 from the field.

Raptors 99, Cavaliers 93:
DeMar DeRozan scored 16 of his
33 points in the fourth quarter,
and the visiting Raptors won for
the sixth time in seven games.

DeRozan dunked on a baseline
drive and added two free throws
to give the Raptors a 94-91 lead
with 1:23 remaining. The All-Star
hit three more free throws in the
final 27 seconds to put away the

106:
John Wall scored 27 points, and
host Washington survived itsfirst
game after Nene’s latest injury.

Trevor Ariza added 22 points
and Marcin Gortat had 21 points
and 10 rebounds for the Wizards,
who made 10 of 16 three-point-
ers and have won a season-high
four in a row to move one game
above .500. They also improved
to 2-6 this season without Nene,
who sprained the MCL in his left
knee Sunday in a 96-83 win at
Cleveland.

Scorebhoard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
L Pct GB
Toronto 25 561 —
Brooklyn 28 481 4%
York 36 .368 11
Boston 39 328 13%
Philadelphia 42 263 17
Southeast Division
Miami 741
Washington 509 12%
Charlotte AT4  14%2
Atlanta 464 15
Orlando 288 252
Indiana 768 —
Chicago 536 13
Detroit 404 20%2
Cleveland 319 22
Milwaukee 196 32
Western Conf
Southwest Di
GB
San Antonio -
Houston 1%
Dallas 6
Memphis 8%
New Orleans by
Northwest Di
Oklahoma City -
Portland 4
Minnesota 15
Denver 17%
Utah 22
Pacific Divisi
L.A. Clippers -
Golden State
Phoenix 4%
Sacramento 18
L.A. Lakers 19

o
Monday’s gam

Milwaukee 130, Bhiladelphia 110
Golden State 104, Detroit 96
Dallas 110, New York 108
LA. Clippers 123, New Orleans 110
Utah 110, Bosto;

esday 'S games
Indiana 118, L.A. Laker:
Washington 115, Griand 106
Toronto 99, Cleveland 93
Chicago 107, Atlanta 103
Minnesota 110, Phoenix 101
Portland 100, Denver 95
Houston 120, Sacramento 103

Wednesday's games

Orlando at Philadelphia
Atlan os
Gofden State at Chicago
New Orleans at Dallas
Cleveland at Oklahoma City
L.A. Lakers at Memphis
Detroit at San Antonio
Phoenix at Utah
Brooklyn at Portland
Houston at L.A. Clippers

ursday's games
Milwaukee at Ini
Washington at Toromo
New York at
Brookiyn at Denver

Tuesday
Rockets 129, Kings 103
10!

TON — Parsons 3-8 3-3 10, Jones

82-2 6, Evans 3-5 2-4 8, Acy 0-3 0-0
0. Totals 36-90 26-31 103,
Houston 42 21 35 25-129
Sacramento 17 34 26 26-103
Three-Point Goals—Houston ~11-22
(Harden 6-9, Hamilton 2-3, Motiejunas
1-1, Beverley 1-3, Parsons 1-3, Canaan 0-
1, Lm 0 1, Cassp i 0-1), Sacramento 5-18
(Gay 2. 1lomas 2-6, McLemore 1-7, W
liams n 1, Botian o
tiejunas, Evans. Rebounds—Houston 51
(Howard 11), Sacramento 45 (Evans 8).
Assists—Houston 25 (Harden 8), Sacra-
mento 17 (Gay 6). Total Fouls—Houston

Trail Blazers 100, Nuggets 95

PORTLAND — Batum 4-6 5-6 16, Wright
3-5 4-6 12, Lopez 4-. 10 4- 12 Llllard 8-20
11-1331, Matlhe WS Robinson

1-50-03, Williams 6- 15% 14, Clover 03
2-2 2, McCollum 0-0 0-0 0, Barton 0-2 0-0
0.0 ta\sza 76,3238
IVER — Chandler 3-12 0-0 7, Faried
4- w 3 4 11, Mozgov 5-8 4-4 14, Brooks 7-
15 0-0 14, Foye 7-15 0-2 17, Hickson 6-16
2616, Fournter 213569, Miller 1-80:02,
Vesely 2-6 1-4 5. Tctals 37 103 17-26 95,
Por 30 18-100
Denver 21 24 26— 95

Three-Point Goals—Portland 12-31 (Lil-
lard 4-11, Batum 3-4, William: Wright

ver 25 Technicals—Lopez, Brooks.
A—16,058 (19,155).

imberwolves 110, Suns 101

MINNESOTA — Brewer 7-9 3-7 18, Cun-
ningham 5-8 2-2 12, Love 10-22 10-14 33,
Rubio 3-81-1 7, Budinger 4-9 1-2 10, Barea

-9 0-0 6, Muhammad 8-13 4-6 20, Dieng
1-20-0 2, Shved 0-1 0-0 0, Mbah a Moute
14002 Hummel 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 42-87

o le—Tuckerz 112-4 6, Frye 2-6
mlee 3-7 0-0 6, Dragic 7-13 1-1

0 . ¥
36117, Totals 42-95 14-18

0:0 5. Smith
Minnesota 34 21 20 35-110
Phoenix 29 24 20-101

Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 5-18

Fouled ul—Dragic. Reboun

21, Phoenix 30. A—16,273 (18,422;

Bulls 107, Hawks 103

CHICAGO — Dunleavy 6-15 6-6 22,
-14 1-2 17, Noah 9-13 2-4 20, Hin-

1
4-102-2 12, Martin 0-00-00, Pitt-
0-2 0. Totals 38-84 13-16 103.

Atlanta 30 21 24 28-103
Three-Point _Goals—Chicago  8-24
(Dunleavy 4-9, Hinrich 2-5, Snell 1-2, Au-
gustin 1-8), Atl nta 14-33 (Korver 4-9,
Teague 3-4,

nicals—Boozer, Chicago defensive three
second, Atlanta defensive three second.
A—12,418 (18,729).

Raptors 99, Cavaliers 93

TORONTO — Ross 7-11 0-0 19, Johnson

terson 1-

brough 1-

vak 0-0
CLl

son

101

46

2,Gee 0-10-00. Tota\534 84.20.2493,
Toronto 21 31-99
Cleveland 11 28 24-93

Three-Point  Goals—Toronto _10-32
(Ross 5-8, Vasquez 3-6, Johnson 1-3, Pat-
terson 1-3, DeRozan 0-1, Salmons 0-2,
Lowry - ; Cleveland 517 (Hawes 3-4,

rving 1 ne

defensive three second, Cousing 2, Gray,
(andry) Ejected— Cousins. ~A—16,0
17,

Pacers 118, Lakers 98

LAKERS — Bazemore 8-19 6-8 23,

aman , Kelly 3-4 0-07,
Sacre 12123, Totals '39-90 1220 98,

7-7 20, West
412 3:4 11, Fiibbert 5.16 0-0 10, G.Hl &-
9 1-1'14, Stephenson 6-12 1-2 13, Turner
6-12 1-2 13, Mahinmi 4-7 1-1 9, Watson
5-60-0 11, Scola 3-8 3-4 9, Butler 2-30-06,
Copeland 0-2 1-2 1, Sloan 0-1 1-2 1, Allen
0-10-00. Totals 47-101 135 235‘118

L.A. Laker: 16 28— 98
Indiana 30 27 34 27-18
Three-Point  Goals—L.A. _Lakers 8-

r zZemor
Marshall 0-1), Indiana 5-16 (Butler 2.3,
Watson 1-1, G.Hill 1-2, George 1-5, Turn-
er 0-1, Stephenson 02, Copeland 0-2).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds

ana 25 (George 6). Total Fouls—L.A. Lak-
ers 23, Indiana 21. A—18,165 (18,165).

Cleveland 54 (Thompson, Deng 9). As-
sists—Toronto 27 (Lowry 9), Cleveland
24 (Irving 9). Total Fouls—Toronto 21,
Cleveland 21. Technicals—Toronto de-
fensive three second 2, Bennett, Hawes,
Jack. A—13,758 (20,562).

Wizards 116, Magic 106
LANDO — Harkless 9-13 2-3 22, Har-

ORI
ris 5-11 1-1 11, Vucevic 9-14 1-2 19, Nelson
28227, DIad\Do 10-20 4-4 26, Moore 1.4

4-6 2-2 10, Lamb 2-7 0-0 6,
Nicholson 1-3.0-0 2. Totalg 43-86 12-14 106.
— Booker 1-51-2 3, Ariza

3427-5 4l 713 6-9 21, Singleton 2-6 0-0
4, Webster 1-43-35, Harrlngton 3-70-07,
Mlller 1- 382 25 Temple 0-0 0-0 0. Totals

31 22 27 26-106

27 31 22-115
Goale-Orlando 8:25 (Ola:
s 2-6, Moore
- 30-5); washington
1016 (Ariza 5.5, Wall 2.4, Niller 11, Beal

Lt Vucovic, Rebounds— Oriando. 47
(Vucevic 1), Washmgton 43 (Gorlat 10).
A: s—Orlando 24 (Nelson 8), Wash-

ssist:
ington 24 (Wall 7). Total Fouls orlando
26, Washington 15. Technicals—Harris.
A—13,306 (20,308).
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BOXING

By JouNn Wawrow
The Associated Press

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y.
here’s a thunderbolt-
shaped scar on the
back of Nick Casal’s
head, and a poster
promoting a title fight

\ that never occurred on the wall
\ next to the light welterweight’s
\ practice ring.

These are among the remind-
ers Casal carries from the time
he nearly lost his life after being
clubbed repeatedly to the head
and body by a crowbar-wield-
ing assailant two years ago. And

continental title bout in which
he was supposed to face
Ruslan  Provodnikov
in June 2012. “It’s
just a reminder
of where I was
at, and that’s
where I'm
going to get

first
step is set to
begin Thursday,
when the 28-year-
old Casal (22-4-1)
is scheduled to fight
Shakha Moore (11-19-3)
at the Niagara Falls Conference
and Events Center.

“It means a lot,” Casal said.
“I just want to do it for myself. I
was getting ready, lined up for
a big fight when, obviously, that
happened.”

He is referring to what hap-
pened in the early hours of May
12, 2012. That’s when Casal was
awoken by a call from his girl-
friend, asking him to meet her
at a nearby home in the town of
Niagara. What Casal didn’t know
until he arrived was the home
belonged to her ex-boyfriend, Mi-
chael Vicki.

As Casal and his girlfriend were

Hardheaded

Near-fatal assault won't keep
Casal from chasing his dream

preparing to leave, he was struck
with a crowbar from behind by
Vicki. Casal turned to defend
himself but was eventually struck
at least 15 times before being left
on the side of the road.

Casal spent three hours in sur-
gery. Doctors required more than
200 stitches to close several gash-
es, including one on the back of
his head and another on his right
temple. His tooth was chipped
and his arm severely swollen, but
not broken.

Remarkably, tests revealed
Casal’s skull was not fractured.

Vicki pleaded guilty to attempt-
ed first-degree assault last April,
and was sentenced to five years in
prison.

Casal, by comparison, was
already long into planning his
comeback.

Ray Casal, who also serves as
his son’s trainer, determined the
best course of action was to take
it slowly.

“I'think he deserves to be eased
in. ButI found in 40 years of doing
this that no fight’s easy. And this
might be his most difficult fight,”
Casal said. “But, I have confi-
dence in my son in that corner.
Otherwise, I don’t think I would
be able to work the corner.”

these unlikely s also
serve as motivation for Casal as
he prepares to re-enter the ring
in a bid to restart what had been
a promising career.

“We put that up as a remind-
er,” Casal said Sunday, point-

ing to the poster of the World
Boxing Organization inter-

‘I have confidence in my son in that
corner. Otherwise, | don’t think | would be
able to work the corner.?

Ray Casal

Father of light welterweight boxer Nick Casal

Light welterweight Nick Casal trains at Casal’s Boxing Gym in Niagara Falls, N.Y., on March 2,
2011. Alittle less than two years after he was assaulted on the street and sustained severe head
lacerations, Casal is planning a return to the ring. On Thursday, he'll face Shakha Moore.

Dan CaPELLAZZ0, THE NiAGARA GAZETTE/AP
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Tulowitzki: Winning
will stop Jeter talk

Rockies shortstop would prefer to stay put

By MIKE CRANSTON
The Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz.
roy Tulowitzki grew up idolizing
Derek Jeter. It’s the reason he
wears No. 2.

Now Tulowitzki hears daily
chatter about possibly taking over for the
retiring Jeter at shortstop in New York.

“I take it as an honor for someone to
think of myself as someone that

they won’t go away.”

Tulowitzki broke in with the Rockies at
the perfect time. He played in a career-
high 155 games and hit 24 home runs as a
rookie in 2007 when Colorado reached the
World Series. They were back in the post-
season two years later when he slugged

52.

They haven’t been to the playoffs since.
And Tulowitzki has played in only 438 of a
possible 648 games over the past four sea-

sons. There was a broken wrist,

FOSSibll{y ngl% repéace him,” Tu- /s | take a serious groin injury and broken
lowitzki said Tuesday. ribs.

X That doesn’t mean the three- itas an When healthy, Tulowitzki is a
time All-Star wants to leave Den- h fol feared hitter. He batted .312 with
ver. It’s just that he knows after || MOMOF ¥OF  551,me ryups and 82 RBIs in 126
four straight years out of the || someone  games last season.
}p;layoff_s&alflerdalkll_the ug{mes that B 40 think of  Tulowitzki is upbeat this

ave sidelined him, this season spril having finally entered
could determine his future. myself as cgm'llngk,]ealthy }g{e’s onestl)f the first

“rd I‘?V?I‘ t(i slq¥ kl:?re n‘g’ “{‘kgli someone  players to arrive at tkie leam‘;
career,” Tulowitzki said. “Buf
I know if you lose, other teams ﬂ_‘at pos- g;;ﬁn;rgzlggeschnt]gae:tr;ﬁl-
may be calling or things might Slbly could ing, extra mobility drills and has
happen.” replace an extensive routine in hopes he
The 29-year-old Tulowitzki y can finally stay injury-free.
still has seven years left on a (.leter). “I’'m really excited for him this
$157.5 million contract that runs Troy Tulowitzki year,” Rockies manager Walt

through the 2020 season. It’s
a figure that will weigh on the
Rockies if they don’t contend soon.

It’s also a price tag the Yankees could
absorb as they look to replace Jeter, who
announced earlier this month he’ll retire
at the end of the season.

“I know that right now I'm wearing a
Rockies uniform and my job is to prepare
and try to have the best season that I can
and we can as a team,” Tulowitzki said.
“I think if we play good baseball those ru-
mors will go away. But I know if we don’t,

Rockies shortstop

Weiss said. “I think he’s one of
the best players in all the game
and I think you’ll see that this year.”

Tulowitzki also is taking on a much big-
ger leadership role. With first baseman
Todd Helton in retirement after 17 seasons
in Colorado, this is now Tulowitzki’s team.

“If you look around the locker room, I've
worn this uniform the longest of anybody
here,” he said. “But you can’t proclaim
yourself a leader and say, ‘Hey, this is my
club. You do as I say.’ I think you go about
your work and let guys follow.”

Don Boomer/AP

Colorado’s Troy Tulowitzki throws to first to make the out on San Diego’s Chase
Headley during the fourth inning of a game on Sept. 7 in San Diego. With Todd
Helton’s retirement, the Rockies are Tulowitzki’s team. But for how long? Tulowitzki
has been hearing the reports he could be Derek Jeter’s replacement in New York.

Leader: Lucroy focuses
on areas he can improve

FROM BACK PAGE
low,” said 6-foot-5 closer Jim
Henderson.

“But it’s strange. You would

him out as one of the top catchers
in the game.

No added pressure,
said.

Lucroy

¥
Ross D. FRANKLIN/AP

Milwaukee catcher Jonathan Lucroy pets Hank, a stray dog who has become the team’s spring training
mascot since showing up on Monday in Phoenix.

think if you miss your spot as a
pitcher with that small target you
might not get the call,” Hender-
son said. “But somehow he makes
it work within the parameters of
the plate there, so it’s actually
amazing how well he does if we
screw up.”

What Lucroy would like to im-
prove on is throwing out runners.
He threw out 21 of 101 potential
base stealers for a 20.8 percent
success rate, ranking 18th among
regular catchers in the majors.
Lucroy said he was more success-
ful in the past, but had fallen into
“some bad habits” the last few
years that he hoped to fix.

The Brewers are confident in
Lucroy’s abilities. General man-
ager Doug Melvin often singles

“You know honestly, I take a lot
of pride and a lot of responsibil-
ity in being a leader on and off the
field, and within the clubhouse,”
he said. “Hopefully I can do that
this year and really contribute.”

Lucroy emerged as more of a
public presence during last sea-
son’s turmoil surrounding the
suspension of star slugger Ryan
Braun for violating Major League
Baseball’s anti-drug agreement.
He’s inquisitive with Roenicke.
He’s an easygoing presence in the
clubhouse.

The best catchers must be un-
selfish, Roenicke said.

“They’ve got a whole pitching
staff to be worried about and (Lu-
croy) worries about the pitching
staff,” Roenicke said. “He wor-
ries about the whole team.”
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Joe Torre, ive vice

ALex BRanDoN/AP

for Major

president of i
League Baseball, said Tuesday at the San Diego Padres’ spring
training facility in Peoria, Ariz., that unavoidable contact between

a catcher and a baserunner would make banning all home-plate
collisions an unrealistic goal. Torre was in Arizona to answer
questions by representatives from the eight clubs training in Arizona

and address

the collisi

rule and

instant replay for umpires.

Torre: Collision
ban is unrealistic

By Tim Boorn
The Associated Press
PEORIA, Ariz. — Joe Torre
says Major League Baseball’s
playing rules committee leaned
toward
banning all
home plate
collisions,
but  con-
cluded it would be unrealistic be-
cause contact between catchers
and baserunners is sometimes
unavoidable.

Torre, MLB’s executive vice
president for baseball operations,
spoke Tuesday at San Diego’s
spring training facility before
meeting with representatives
from eight clubs training in Ari-
zona. Torre was there to answer
questions and address concerns
regarding the collision rule,
which was announced Monday,
and expanded instant replay for
umpires.

Torre said when it came to the
collisions rule, he had to “put the
uniform back on” because there
is never a perfect play at the plate
and throws can make contact un-
avoidable. Any rule change for
2014 required approval from the
players’ union, which negotiated
under new head Tony Clark.

“The players’ association had
their concerns, too, based on the
fact that catchers’ ... instincts is
telling them to do certain things,”
Torre said. “Tony Clark’s concern
was it would have been tough to
get them use to a new rule in a
short period of time. I think we
both agreed on the fact we want
to eliminate the vicious hit.”

MLB could not have imple-
mented the rule this year with-
out approval from the players’
association.

In what both sides said was a
one-year experiment, the rule al-
lows collisions if the catcher has
the ball and is blocking the run-
ner’s direct path to home plate,

and if the catcher goes into the
basepath to field a throw to the
plate.

The new rule, 7.13, states “a
runner attempting to score may
not deviate from his direct path-
way to the plate in order to initiate
contact with the catcher (or other
player covering home plate).” A
runner violating the rule shall be
declared out, even if the fielder
drops the ball.

The umpire crew chief can use
the new video-review system to
determine whether the rule was
violated.

Torre referenced the hit on
Buster Posey thatleftthe NLMVP
with broken bone in his lower left
leg and three torn ligaments in
his ankle in a May 2011 collision
with the Marlins’ Scott Cousins.
That injury that helped intensify
debate over plate collisions.

“At the time I talked to Bruce
Bochy several times, and I said
I don’t see anything we can
change,” Torre explained. ‘Well,
over the last couple of years I've
gotten letters from parents who
have kids in the minor leagues,
and we've seen some vicious hits
in the minor leagues, and it’s got
to get your attention.”

Posey said Tuesday he thought
the rule change was positive be-
cause it should eliminate worry of
a malicious hit.

“I've always said that the main
thing is for everybody to be com-
fortable with it, that the catch-
ers and runners are protected,”
Posey said.

Torre said there is an onus on
baserunners to eliminate a mind-
set of wanting to separate a catch-
er from the ball.

“I think definitely the bas-
erunner has to have a different
resolve, so to speak, in rounding
third or tagging up from third,”
Torre said.

AP freelance writer Don Ketchum in
Scottsdale contributed to this report.

Briefly

Trout agrees to 1-year,
$1M contract with Angels

The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Outfield-
er Mike Trout and the Angels
agreed Wednesday to a $1 mil-
lion, one-year contract, a prelude
to a long-term deal between the
young All-Star and Los Angeles.

The salary is the highest for a
one-year major league contract
for a player not yet eligible for
arbitration who wasn’t coming
to the big leagues from Japan or
Cuba or wasn’t required to have
a larger amount because of the
maximum cut rule.

Trout will become eligible for
arbitration after this season and
could become a free agent after
the 2017 World Series. The sides
are thought to be discussing an
agreement through 2020 in the
$150 million range.

By agreeing to a one-year con-
tract now with the 22-year-old,
the Angels avoid having a long-
term deal count toward their 2014
luxury tax payroll.

Trout was voted AL Rookie of
the Year and finished second in
MVP voting in 2012, when he hit
.326 with 30 homers and 83 RBIs,
and led the majors with 129 runs
and 49 steals. He was second
again to Detroit’s Miguel Cabrera
in MVP voting last year, when he
batted .323 with a .432 on-base
percentage, 27 homers, 97 RBIs
and 33 steals.

In other baseball news:

® Miami Marlins pitcher Hen-
derson Alvarez will miss his first
scheduled start of spring train-
ing because of an infection in his
right shin. Alvarez had the infec-
tion drained at a hospital Tuesday.
He was at Roger Dean Stadium
in street clothes Wednesday and
walking with the aid of crutches
as the Marlins went through their
morning workouts.

m Colorado Rockies starting
pitcher Jhoulys Chacin has no
structural damage in his trouble-
some throwing shoulder, but will
remain sidelined for at least an-
other week.

B Jaime Garcia will seek a sec-
ond opinion on his surgically re-
paired shoulder from Dr. James
Andrews before deciding his next

Rick ScuTeri/AP

The $1 million, one-year deal signed by the Los Angeles Angels’
Mike Trout will allow the club more time to work out a long-term
contract with their star center fielder.

Southern 12-0 Tuesday in an ex-
hibition matchup.

® Masahiro Tanaka is sched-
uled to make his New York Yan-
kees debut Saturday. Tanaka
signed a $155 million, seven-year
contract in January.

Eagles, LT Peters agree
on 5-year extension

PHILADELPHIA — All-
Pro left tackle Jason Peters has
agreed to a five-year contract
with the Philadelphia Eagles. Pe-
ters was signed for 2014 and his
new deal adds four years through
2018. The 32-year-old Peters is a
six-time Pro Bowl pick and two-
time All-Pro.

In other football news:

B Former NFL star Aaron
Hernandez was involved in a
scuffle with another jail inmate,
but neither man required medical
attention, a Massachusetts sheriff
said Wednesday.

Former boxing champ
killed in Venezuela
CARACAS, — For-

course of action, St. Louis Gen-
eral Manager John Mozeliak said
on Tuesday.

m New York Yankees shortstop
Derek Jeter is scheduled to play
Thursday against Pittsburgh in
his first spring training game of
his final season. Jeter, who turns
40 in June, broke his left ankle in
the 2012 AL championship series,
then broke it again last spring
during his rehabilitation.

® Heisman Trophy winner
Jameis Winston grounded out to
second and struck out looking in
Florida State’s 8-3 loss to the New
York Yankees on Tuesday.

B Brad Ausmus was a winner
in his first game as a manager as
the Detroit Tigers beat Florida

mer world champion boxer Anto-
nio Cermeno was kidnapped and
killed in his native Venezuela, po-
lice said Tuesday.

Cermeno, 44, a WBA super
bantamweight and featherweight
champion in the 1990s, was found
shot to death Tuesday on a road in
the central state of Miranda, local
police chief Eliseo Guzman said.

Guzman said Cermeno and
other relatives were kidnapped
Monday night near the La Urbina
neighborhood in east Caracas.

The relatives escaped when
the kidnappers stopped to refuel
the car, but the former boxer re-
mained captive, Guzman said.

Cermeno retired in 2006 with a
45-7 record.

Injured Russian Olympic
skier can’t feel her legs

MUNICH — Olympic skicross
racer Maria Komissarova of Rus-
sia remains confident of walking
again despite having no feeling in
her legs.

Komissarova writes on Insta-
gram, “I don’t feel my body below
my navel. But I am strong and T
know that I'll be able to stand on
my legs again some day.”

The 23-year-old Komissarova
remains in a Munich rehabilita-
tion center after breaking her
spine at the Sochi Winter Games.
She will remain there for at least
three months, a spokesman for the
Russian freestyle ski federation
told the Interfax news agency.

Komissarova crashed during
a training run on Feb. 15, frac-
turing the 12th dorsal vertebrae
in her lower-middle back. She
underwent emergency surgery
lasting 6'2 hours at Krasnaya
Polyana, Russia, a day before
being airlifted to Germany for
further treatment.

Michigan State rewards
Dantonio with pay raise

EAST LANSING, Mich. —
Michigan State football coach
Mark Dantonio will earn $3.64
million in annual compensation,
up from $1.99 million, after agree-
ingtoan amended contract follow-
ing the school’s first Rose Bowl
win in over a quarter-century.

Athletic director Mark Hol-
lis said nearly $785,000 also has
been allocated to enhance assis-
tant coaching salaries.

Defensive  coordinator ~ Pat
Narduzzi, who remained with
the Spartans despite speculation
he might leave for a head coach-
ing job, is now slated to make
$904,583.
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to reach 30-0 in regular season

By BiLL LiESsE
The Associated Press

PEORIA, Ill. — Wichita State
is all alone in the record book.

Again using a balanced offense
and tenacious defense, the sec-
ond-ranked Shockers became the
first Division I team to reach 30-0
in the regular season with a 69-49
victory over Bradley on Tuesday
night.

“To be the first and only team
in college basketball to win 30
without a loss in the regular sea-
son,” Wichita State coach Gregg
Marshall said when asked about
his theme for the game. “I real-
ize we’re playing more games ...
but it has never happened in the
regular season.

“So it’s a first. And these guys
like to be the first, and the best.”

Ron Baker had 15 points to lead
four Wichita State players in dou-
ble figures as the Shockers be-
came the 11th team to reach 30-0,
the previous 10 all hitting the 30-
win mark during postseason play.
The last team to reach 30-0 was
UNLV in 1990-91. The Runnin’
Rebels went 34-0 that season be-
fore losing to Duke in the national
semifinals.

The Shockers (30-0, 17-0 Mis-
souri Valley Conference) have
one more regular-season game,
at home Saturday against Mis-
souri State. The last team to fin-
ish a regular season unbeaten
was Saint Joseph’s in 2003-04 at
27-0. The next season, Illinois got

Roundup

to 29-0 before losing its regular-
season finale at Ohio State.

A barrage of three-pointers
early in the second half broke
it open for Wichita State, which
beat Bradley (12-18, 7-10) for the
10th straight time and second this
season.

After Bradley trimmed a 10-
point halftime deficit to eight,
Shockers point guard Fred Van-
Vleet made consecutive threes
for a 14-point lead, the visitors’
largest to that point. By the 12:50
mark, Cleanthony Early had
added a three-pointer and Baker
made two threes off screens for a
50-32 lead.

Wichita State finished the game
11-for-21 from beyond the arc,
with four players making two or
more. Bradley was 4-for-14.

“End-of-shot-clock threes. That
was it,” Bradley coach Geno Ford
said. “I'm not saying we were
going to win, but you hold them to

StepHEN Haas/AP

Wichita State guard Nick Wiggins, right, makes a break down the court as Bradley forward Auston
Barnes defends during the second half Tuesday in Peoria, lll. Wichita State won the game 69-49.

seven offensive rebounds and have
Jjust six turnovers? I'll take it.

“The difference was late-shot-
clock threes and their length at
the basket.”

Ford went on to laud the Shock-
ers’ defense.

“At the rim, they have unbe-
lievable length,” Ford said. “It’s
length and it comes from any-
where. Even (6-foot-3) Baker.

“They’re absolutely terrific at
help and recover, and they deny
[wing passes]. You can’t find five
teams in the country with that
[combination].”

Tyshon Pickett finished with
13 points and 15 rebounds for
Bradley after nearly reaching
a double-double in the first half
with 10 points and nine rebounds.
Pickett was just S-for-20 from
the field and leading scorer Walt
Lemon Jr. was 6-for-20 and had
18 points.

“I hate to get beat on the glass,”
Marshall said of his team’s 37-
36 rebound disadvantage. “But
[Pickett] was a monster. He
beasted us a little.”

Tekele Cotton scored 13 points,
Early 12 and VanVleet had 11 for

Wichita State, a Final Four par-
ticipant a year ago. Reserve Dar-
ius Carter added nine points and
seven rebounds and had one of
the Shockers’ six blocked shots.

Miserable shooting prevented
Bradley from mounting much of
a threat. The Braves were at 25
percent (11-for-44) through 30
minutes and finished 16-for-S9
(27.1 percent).

Bradley was playing host to its
highest-ranked opponent since
1982, when then-No. 2 Wichita
State lost 55-47 to the Braves who
went on to win the NIT.

The Shockers led 35-25 at half-
time after holding the Braves to
8-for-34 shooting (23.5 percent).

The game was a matchup of
the top two defensive teams in
the conference, though Wichita
State (60.8 points per game) leads
Bradley (65.5) comfortably. Of-
fensively, Wichita State is also the
MVC’s best (75.8) while Bradley
(63.8) is last.

The No. 2 ranking equals the
highest ranking in Wichita State
history, matching the 1981-82
team.

Florida tops Vanderbilt, earns share of SEC title

Mark ZaLeski/AP

Florida forward Will Yeguete,
left, grabs the ball away from
Vanderbilt guard Carter Josephs
in the second half Tuesday, Feb.
in Nashville, Tenn. No. 1 Florida
won 57-54.

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Dorian Finney-
Smith scored 19 points, and No. 1 Florida
held off Vanderbilt 57-54 on Tuesday night to
clinch at least a share of its second straight
Southeastern Conference title and seventh
overall.

Patric Young added 12 points for the Ga-
tors (26-2, 15-0 SEC), who continued the best
season in school history by winning their
20th straight game, and now they will have a
chance to claim their third SEC title in four
years all to themselves with a win against
LSU on Saturday.

The Commodores (15-12, 7-8) beat Florida
83-70 the last time the Gators came into Me-
morial Gym ranked No. 1, on Feb. 17, 2007.
Coach Kevin Stallings only has seven healthy
scholarship players right now, and they proved
no match for Florida’s smothering defense.

Kyle Fuller missed a tying three in the final
seconds, and Dai-Jon Parker missed a put-
back attempt.

Rod Odom scored 12 points and Park-
er added 11 as Vanderbilt outshot Florida
48.8 percent (20-for-41) to 40.4 percent
(21-for-52).

Fuller’s three-point play with 3:16 remain-
ing made it 53-50. Finney-Smith hit a free

throw, then Vanderbilt forced a shot clock
violation. Fuller made two free throws with a
minute left but Finney-Smith knocked down a
three with 30.6 seconds to go for the clinching
basket.

No. 6 Duke 66, Virginia Tech 48: Rodney
Hood scored 21 points to lead Duke.

Rasheed Sulaimon added 15 points for the
host Blue Devils (23-6, 12-4 Atlantic Coast
Conference), who jumped to a 24-4 lead mid-
way through the first half and never trailed
— though they struggled to land a game-fin-
ishing blow on the Hokies.

No. 13 San Diego State 90, San Jose
State 64: Winston Shepard, Dwayne Polee IT
and JJ O’Brien each scored 12 points to lead
a balanced offense as host San Diego State
breezed past San Jose State.

Coming off their third loss of the season,
the Aztecs (24-3, 13-2 Mountain West) had an
easy time against the overmatched Spartans
(7-20, 1-14).

The Aztecs had dropped seven spots in the
poll after losing their second game in two
weeks, a 58-44 thumping at New Mexico on
Saturday. But the Aztecs didn’t lose two-in-
a-row while preventing San Jose State from
winning consecutive outings.

No. 14 Wisconsin 69, Indiana 58: Sam
Dekker scored 16 points as host Wisconsin

shrugged off a slow start.

The Hoosiers (15-12, 5-9 Big Ten) held Wis-
consin (23-5, 10-5) to its lowest point produc-
tion in the first half this season, taking a 29-19
lead.

Minnesota 95, No. 20 lowa 89: Austin
Hollins scored a career-high 27 points on 8-
for-10 shooting and DeAndre Mathieu had 19
points and seven assists as host Minnesota
bounced back from a monthlong slump.

Hollins made all seven of his free throws
for the Gophers (18-11, 7-9 Big Ten), who won
for just the third time in their last nine games
by making 13 of their last 14 free throws over
the final 70 seconds.

No. 25 New Mexico 67, Utah St. 58:
Cullen Neal scored nine of his 12 points in a
decisive run in the second half for host New
Mexico.

Cameron Bairstow had 14 points and 10
rebounds for the Lobos (22-5, 13-3 Mountain
West) while Alex Kirk added 13 points, 11 re-
bounds and five assists.

Air Force 55, Wyoming 53: Tre’ Coggins
scored 20 points and Max Yon added 14, in-
cluding two late go-ahead free throws, as Air
Force held on for the win.

Air Force (11-15, 5-10) won for only the sec-
ond time in 10 games.
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Pick 6: Close conference races

By JouN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

he Big 12 regular season has ended up as it always seems to: With Kansas on top.

With their 83-75 win over Oklahoma on Monday night, the fifth-ranked Jayhawks wrapped up at least a share

of their 10th straight Big 12 championship. Only UCLA, with 13 straight Pac-10 titles from 1967-79, and Gonzaga,

with 11 straight West Coast Conference titles from 2001-11, have won more consecutive conference titles in Divi-

sion I history.

Kansas isn’t the only team to have a title locked up or close to it.

No. 2 Wichita State, the only undefeated Division I team left, has already cut down the nets to celebrate its Missouri Valley

title. No. 10 Saint Louis has a three-game lead with four games left in the A-10, Iona has clinched at least a share of the MAAC,
Robert Morris did the same in the Northeast and top-ranked Florida has a comfortable lead over Kentucky in the SEC.

Most of the conference races haven’t been decided, though. With two weeks left in the regular season, there’s still plenty

left up in the air.

Here are six conference races that figure to be interesting down the stretch:

MarT Gentry, THe Roanoke Times/AP

Nati Harnik/AP

Virginia’s Justin Anderson celebrates as time runs out against Virginia Tech last week.
Virginia won 57-53 and is atop the ACC with a 14-1 league record. The Cavaliers can
solidify their position Saturday when they play second-place Syracuse.

Atlantic Coast Conference. Syracuse appeared to be headed toward a runaway after winning
its first 25 games. Things changed quickly when the Orange lost two games last week. Now,
No. 12 Virginia is atop the conference with three games left. The Cavaliers are 14-1 in the ACC,
a game ahead of Syracuse and three up on No. 6 Duke. The Orange have a chance to gain

Creighton’s Doug McDermott, right, drives past Seton Hall’s Eugene Teague on
Sunday. Creighton won 72- 71 to remain in first place in the Big East. The Bluejays
lead Villanova by a half-game but face road games at Xavier and Georgetown.

Big East. No. 9 Creighton is in control, thanks to a pair of lopsided victories over No. 8 Vil-
lanova. There's still some wiggle room for the Wildcats, though. They're a half-game back of
the Bluejays at 12-2 and play three of their final four games at home. Creighton plays two of
its final three games on the road, against Xavier and Georgetown, two teams vying for NCAA

ground on Saturday, when they play Virginia in Charlottesville.

Conference USA. This one could be fun

during the closing stretch. Middle Ten-

nessee leads at 11-2, but Southern Miss,

Louisiana Tech, UTEP and Tulsa are all
lurking right behind at 10-3 with three games left.
Saturday's game between Middle Tennessee and
LaTech could open things up a bit, but could also
make the race even more convoluted. Tulsa plays
at UTEP on Thursday. Southern Miss has the
easiest remaining schedule. Stay tuned.

American Athletic Conference. No. 11
Cincinnati appeared to be headed toward
the AAC title after opening conference
play 13-1. The Bearcats' 58-57 to No.
7 Louisville on Saturday made things a bit more
interesting. Cincinnati, which has three games
left, has a half-game lead over Louisville, which
still has four left, starting with Thursday’s game
against Temple. SMU is two games back at 11-4
and Memphis still has an outside shot at 10-4.

at-large bids.

Big South. This one is a wide-open race.
VMI and High Point lead the North Di-
vision at 10-4, while Coastal Carolina,
UNC-Ashville and Gardner-Webb are all
9-5 in the South. Radford and Winthrop also still
initat 8-6. It could sort out a little on Wednesday,
when VMI plays at High Point. Then again, it may
not. UNC-Asheville hosts Gardner-Webb on Sat-
urday, while Coastal Carolina closes with home
games against the bottom teams in the division.

WAC. The WAC could come down to

Thursday’s game between New Mexico

State and Utah Valley. Both are tied atop

the conference at 10-3 and the Wolver-
ines need a win to gain a split in the season series
after losing by 23 in Las Cruces earlier this month.
Both teams have two games after that and Grand
Canyon, in its first Division | season, could sneak
off with the title, sitting at 8-4 with four games
left.
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Shocking development

Wichita State unbeaten after 30
games | College basketball, Page 30

By GENARo C. ArRMAS
The Associated Press

PHOENIX
he Milwaukee Brewers
love the players they
have up the middle.
Carlos Gomez is a Gold

Glove center fielder, and speedy
shortstop Jean Segura is one of
the majors’ best young players.

Then there’s catcher Jonathan
Lucroy, who has quietly devel-
oped into an important corner-
stone behind the plate.

Good bat, especially for a
catcher. Solid receiver. Emerging
leader.

Lucroy is “a different type of
guy. He cares about what goes on
with this team as much as any-
body does,” manager Ron Roe-
nicke said. “I'm not saying the
other guys don’t care, but (Lu-
croy) is to the point where he tries
to help other players, he works
with them.”

Lucroy was one of the majors’
top offensive catchers last season,
batting .280 with 18 homers and
82 RBIs. He also had six triples
and nine steals, very respectable

speed numbers for a catcher.
Speed isn’t something that

Lucroy specifically worked on

. last year, though the 27-year-
. old catcher said he’s always

. worked out with

ning guys” and

. has trained in
. the past with

Did you know \

Milwaukee
catcher Jonathan

NFL players.
Lucroy_ was “Also, 00,
taken in the third it comes with
round of the 2007 running _the

bases the right
way. You don’t
have to be the fastest

guy to be a good base
runner,” Lucroy said

amateur draft, 101st
overall.

SOURCE: Baseball-reference.com

Inside:

Ross D. FRankLIN/AP

Milwaukee catcher Jonathan Lucroy makes a leaping grab Thursday during spring training in Phoenix.

MLB

Not to be
overlooked

Lucroy quietly emerging
as leader for Milwaukee

By the numbers

.280

Batting average
of Brewers catcher
Jonathan Lucroy
last season.

82

Number of runs Lucroy
drove in last season.
He hit 18 homers, had
six triples and nine steals.

20.8

Percentage of potential
base stealers Lucroy

threw out last season,
18th among catchers.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Tuesday.

Behind the plate, the 6-foot,
195-pound Lucroy makes the
most of a frame that’s relatively
small for a catcher.

“With that low target he sets up,
it’s kind of unique with big league
catchers. He gets down there
SEE LEADER ON PAGE 28

B Torre: Unrealistic to ban all collisions, Page 29

Harden scores 43 points in Rockets’ rout
NBA, Page 26

Sabres edge Hurricanes as play resumes
NHL, Page 24

A

027664"46314




